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TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE.

The following translation has proved a labor indeed, but a
labor of love. For long years the desire to see the “ Virtues
and Spiritual Doctrine of St. Vincent: de Paul,” clothed in an
English dress has becn constantly present to the translator. He
had hoped, and waited, and longed for some able hand to
undertake’the task. He had prayed that some one, adequately
fitted, might come across the work, and, charmed with its
beauty and impressed with its suitableness for the present
times, lovingly determine to make others sharers in his pleasure
and profit. But expectation proved vain, hope withered, and .
longing died in delay. The thought arose,and would not away, -
that if he wished his desire fulfilled he must himself perform
the work. Fully conscious of his limited powers he refused
at first to listen; but,as the thought persisted, and snggested
that love \\ould compensate, in great measure, for what he
might otherwise lack, he resolved, for the glory of God and thé’»
honor of his holy Patron, to make the attempt.

The result is now presented to the American public.

There were difficulties in the way. Among them was the
existence of works of a similar nature, and apparently satisfyind'
all that could be desired in relation to the life and domgs of a
particular saint. Of these it is a pleasnre to mention and to
recommend “The Spirit of St. Vincent de Paul,” translated frem
the French of Mr. Ansart, by thé Sisters of Charity, Mount'
St. Vincent, N. Y.

But, though St. Vincent be a particular saint, who-lived ina
certain loc.zlxty, at a particular period, yet, since m'msw'eal
life’is in his works, it may Le traly said that he has lived i every
section of the known earth, and that to-day he labors with
undiminished 7zéal in the busicst marix and ventres of - the
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' civilised world as in the peaceful country villages and -hamlets;

‘amid peoples of the so-called civilized countries as among the
semi-barbarous nations of the Orient; because suffering exists
everywhere, and, ‘wherover suffering and human miser y are, there
St. Vincent labors. Hence, it cannot be superfluous to multiply
nar ratlons of his hfo, or of his virtues; it cannot be esteemed
out of placo to recite to those who honor and revere him, who
love him, other versions of his sayings and doings.

Moxeovel the present work of all others, and there is no
thought to derogate from their worth, presents most completely

‘the virtue of the saint, and marks most fully and clearly .his
- ideas and teachings in regard thereto. It specifically treats, asits.

titlex indicates, of the virtues of tho saint and his spiritual:
doctrine. Other works exhibit his virtues in the history of his:

_decds. They are especially the work of the writers who narrate.

the circumstances of his life and draw their own conclusions.
In the present the words of the saint himself are given. The
entire book is scarcely other than the writings and discourses of
the saint arranged and brought to bear on particular points.
It is, as the author well remarks, a complete compendium of the
writings of St. Vincent de Paul. The sum, the substance, both
ofall his conferences whether to the Missionaries and Daunghters
of Charity, or to the religious communities of which he had
-oharge, or to the numerous societies of ecclesiastics, and of the

.]éit-y ‘of both sexes which sprung up at his word, and were

willing, and actually did give their wealth and their time for
the benefit of the poor and suffering whose father he was, and of
the innumer able Iettels to individuals of all ranks, of all classes
and of all countucs, constitutes tho book. “The author has but
little.of his own. He never speaks but when to introduce the
saint. : C '

“And this very feature has proved no little trial to tho translator.

Because, intent on fidelity to the sensc, and even the very words

of the saint, he has found it no easy task to transfer to ordinary
intelligible English the complicated phrases and intricate sentences
of the old style French of the sixteenth century. For, though
Bossuet and Fe.selon, Racine and Corneille, Boilean and La Fon-
taine were-remcideling and immortalizing the language of the
Frank, even whilc the pogr and simple priest, Mr. Vindent, was
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providing the necessaries of life for entire provinces racked and
rulned by war and famine, still the old fashion hcld sway, and
but slowly and reluctantly gave way before the new.

To grasp the main idea, then, of the saint, and to pay atfention
to the accompanying and confirmatory clauses, and make them
a united whole in English asthey arc in the French, was a serious
obstacle. He presumes to think he has been faithful and exact -
in perceiving the meaning of the Saint and rendering it into run-
ning English. May be his hopes have overleaped his ability.
His desire and cffort, however, have been sincere and constant.

The author presupposes in his readers a general knowledge of
the main factsin the life of the saint. Hence, frequent reference
is made to the story of that life. This may prove to some an
unsatisfactory feature of the work. Yet, everything in the book
is complete and independent. True, for a more comprehensive
understanding of the degree of virtue practised, for a deeper
and more intimate feeling of the heroism of many of the acts
narrated, an acquaintance with the history of the life of the
Saint is requisite. For the work is a companion to the Life. It
is presumed that the major portion of those who will read it are
sufficiently familiar with the name and works of the Apostle of
Charity, and, therefore, that a mere mention of certain circum-
stances is all that is required to recall the pictureinallits vividness.
Or, again, it is hoped that the reading of the work will create:
such interest as to beget in those, to whom the life of the Saing
of suffering humanity is unknown, the desire to peruse it in all
its details.
~ The general plan of the work is of the simplest. The author -
claims no credit therefor, Ile simply followed in the path of
those preceding him, or rather, hesays, in that mapped out by the
Church both for them and him.  For the Church, in her process
of canonization, interrogates the memory of the one proposed
for the honors of her altars, first in regard to the theological
virtues of faith, hope, and charity, and then, their annexes. This
plan, originated by the Church,has become that of all hagio-
graphal writers, and any-departure therefrom would only indi-
cate temsrity and over-weening self-love.

The particular metiod adopt‘ed' in each of the chapters is



vi . TRANSLATOR'S PREFACK

sufficiently suggested by the title of the work itself: - “ Virtaes
and Doctrine of St. Vincent de Iaul.” Hence, there are two
paragraphs in éach wherein the Saint is represented successively
as doing and teaching, according to the example of our Savior,
‘Whom heloved to cite as anthority: “Jesus began to do and
to teach.” (Actsi, 1) And by this plan it has been possible
to arrange with greater order and more connection both facts
and doctrine.

The perusal of the book wxll abundantly indicate the character
of the virtues practised by our Saint, and will shed new lights
upon those who are familiar with the details of his long and
active life of cighty-four years, beginning in the lowliness and
. poverty of a poor peasant’s cot in the Landes of the borders of
" France and Spain and terminating in the honor and merit of

founder and superior of two religious communities in the Church,
and, by reason of his charity, with the title of father and savior of
France. The meremention of the name of Vincent de Paul con-
veys the'idea of charity, and of a charity as extensive antl as far-
reaching as human suffering itself; but, carried away with: the
gigantic work of charity performed by a simpleand obscure priest,
apparently wo more pious nor virtuous than those around him,we-
do not realize the heroism of his virtue in all its objects. We
know he is humble and charitable, and we expect nothing less;
but we do not look upon him as practising those other virtues
of mortification, of fasting, and of penance that strikeus so forei-
bly and so admiringly, and, mayhap, so repellingly, in the lives of
other servants of the Almighty. In fact, dazzled by the won-
derfal operations of the charity of God manifested in the Saint,
we do not penctrate the depth of his virtue. And this is the
peculiarity of St. Vincent de Paul. Inspired by divine grace he
discovered the secrct of carrying all virtue to an heroic degree,
whilst to all outward appearance le lived like ordinary good
people of his class. Take himin any of the different stages of
bis life and this will be seen. As a poor herdsboy, a stqulmg
scholar, an humble tutor striving for the wherewith to complete.
his ecclesiastical studies, as 2 poor and unfriended priest, as a
slave in Tunis, as a country pastor, a private insiructor in a
wealthy family, or finally; as founder and co-laborer in the frtand
work of the missions —a work that was to effect such i immense




TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE vii

goo(l for the Church, and that still continues to produce every
day such miracles of grace among all peoples — in all these con-
ditions he outwardly appeared but little distinguished from
those around him. And yet, in the light of his private and
interior life, how they loom up big with virtue and grace’; how
we are struck with amazement and surprise that we did not
imagine and reflect that suech must have Dbeen the case, since to
serve God we must be His, entirely His, and to be entirely His
we must be perfect imitators of Jesus Christ!

‘What will especially strike those who will read this little
work,and convince them of its present opportuneness may, per-
chance, be the Saint’s absolute dependence in everything on God
and His Providence, his complete: union in all his words and
deeds with Jesus Christ. Those, who come after us, when.
analyzing the close of this century of boasted civilization, en-
lightenment, and progress, will readily detect its gross material-
ity, its utter forgetfulness of God, if not its absolute denial of
His existence. They will understand to what an extent the
prince of this world has revived the old Pagan principles “ Live
to-day, for,to-morrow you arenot,” “Look to yourself, none other
will.” They will see into what contempt the teachings and
maxims of Jesus Christ, their God and Redeemer, have fallen, aye,
and that, too, with those who pretend to be His servants, His
devoted followers, His very ministers. “ Seek first the kingdom

_of God, and all else shall be added unto you.” “You have not
here a resting place,” and the entire teachings of the God-man
are become obsolete, antiquated. The world with its doctrine:
is penectrating everywhere, even to the most innersanctuaries.
The general tendency of thought, of word, and of action seems’
to be to ignore God, and consequently to depend upon oneself
for all suceess and happiness, secms to consider the carth and its
joys the supreme object of man's existence. Not so St.Vincent
de Paul. His absolute dependence on God has something grand
and luminous. He thoroughly comprehended that he was
creature, and hence only necessary or useful in as much, and in as
far as his Creator willed; that of himselfhe could do nothing, that
he required literally at every breath the assistance of
God, that all interference, on his part, particularly in works
more intimately relating to God's service, would serve
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‘rather to hasten their ruin than promote their advance-
" thent. And this dependenco ever kept him in humility,
ever impelled him to seek by all the means in his power
- to learn.the will of his Creator, and, once assured of the Divine

, Pleasure, to boldly and with unbounded confidence set to work
to accomplish it ; never for an instant permitting anxiety for the
" result to trouble his mind or disturb the peace 6t his soul. God’s
work it was, and God would have- it performed as it pleased
Himself. This was sufficient.

:Sach was the guiding principle of Vincent's life, and such he
taught all with whom he came in contact. For he ever strove to
imitate Jesus Christ and to induce others to imitate IIim. And
. what has been the life of the Savior if not absolute dependence
“‘on God, His Father, and faithful performance of all the Divine

wills ?

_And this constitutes the charm in the virtues and teachings
of St. Vincent. Though his instructions are given ordinarily
to those who are called to the higher grades of piety, still the
‘humblest, the simplest, can apply them and practise them. They
may make them their own and yet outwardly go not out of their
ordinary way. They can find in them the highest excellence of
virtue, and by their practice bacome most holy servants of their
God, without the slightest fear of illusion, withont the accom-
'p'mvmrr vanity and deadly self-complacency of great works.

That the perusal ‘of the virtues and.spiritual instructions of
8t. Vincent de Paul may inspire some little effort to make themA
their own. and thus honor God and imitate the Saint, is what is
most hunibly and carnestly prayed for, and constitutes the high-
.est praise and reward his readers can bestow upon the

1
TRANSLATOR.




\

PUBLISHER’'SPREFACGE.

In giving to the American public the following translation of
Abbe Maynard's *¢ Virtues and Spiritual Doctrines of St. Vincent
de Paul,” we feel that we are contributing.'ﬁ‘ot a little, to the
grand cause of Catholic literature. It does net befit us to
say one word either in praise or in blame of the merits of the
work. The high commendation which it has salready received
leads us, however, to indlilge the hope that it is destined to fill
to advantage its particular and peculiar sphere of usefullness.

The work is issued from the office of the-N1aaara INDEX, the
organ of the Students of the Seminary of Our Lady of Angels.
The typographical appearance is as perfect as we, with our
limited facilities, could expect. . Errors, indeed, may be found,
but they are mnot of such importance as to demand the intro-
duction of a department devoted to their correction. Any in.
accuracies, then, that are discoverable throughout the translation
will, we doubt net, be charitably laid to the credit of inexperi-
ence; and of anxiety, the never failing attendant L of first
endeavors. :

The appendix, containing letters and heretofore unpublished
selections from the discourses and writings of Mademoiselle Le
Gras are presented almost literally. Even thetitle, *Letters and
TUnpublished Fragments of Mademoiselle Le Gras” indicates this.
Poth the ¢ Virtues” and the ¢ Letters” are now, for the first
time, presented in an English dress, ard that they may prove
highly beneficial to their readers is the heartfelt wish of

Tuk PupLisHER.
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APPROBATIONS.

The admirable work entitled: ¢ The Virtues and Spiritual Doctrine of St.
Vincent de Paul,” by the Abbe Maynard, now for the first time appearing in
an English dress, and published by the *Seminsary of Our Lady of Angels,”
has been highly commended by his Eminence, Cardinal Marlot, Arch-bishop
of Paris, and verlv’ favorably received by the Catholic people of France. The
translation by a Priest of the Congregation of the Mission, now offered to the
Anmerican public, has my fullest approbation, and I must also hope that the
enterprise shown.in contributing so valuable a work to our American Catholic
literature, and publishing the same from the College press, will be apprecia-
ted and encouraged, us it deserves. The work itself cannot fail to be appre-
ciated wheresoéver known, and to do good wheresoever read. The rpirit of
St. Vincent is revea'ed in his virtues and =pi1jtual doctrine, and the spirit ¢ f
‘Vimncent is the spirit and essence of genuine Christian charity, the very life
an'l soul of Christianity. All classes will be benefitted by the perusal of this
work. The simple faithful who ssek to follow Christ and lead Christian
lives, lives comtormed to the maxims of the Gospel, will be edified and in-
structed and incited to imitation; the clergy witl see the model Priest of
modern times practising as well as teaching tbe virtues that adorn ard
sanctify the priestly character and calling ; the religious of hoth sexes will
find in its pages a practical illustration of that higher inmer life and high
religious perfection . which .they - profess, and learn after Vincent how to
sarctify themselves by the regular ohservanees and -ordinary -every day
duties of their community -life. ¢ The Virtues and Spiritual Doctrine of St.
Vincent de Paul” will naturally become the favorite book of :spiritual lecture
in the conferences of St. Vincent, und the members of this wid -spread and
admirable society will learn from it what true Christian charity means and

, what it imiposes, will learn to kindle and keep alive in their own hearts love

for the poor and disinterested zeal in promoting their temporal and spiritual

‘welfare, and thus present to the world, in their every-lay tives, an example

of true charity that makes them love their neighbor for God's sake, and, by
faith, see in the poor whom they succor ouly the needy and suffering
members of Christ. May, then, this little work be widely cireulated and ful-
fil its migsion by teaching the principles and pructices of the vupernatural life,
found2d on faith and ci.lminating in divine charity, which is the bond of per-

. fection and the touchstone of all true religion! May 1t raise up in every state
* of life imitators of Vincent de Iaul, true followers of our meek and humble

and merciful Savior!
+ STEPHEN VINCENT.
B1SLOP OF BUFFALQ.
Buffalo, May &th, 1877,

The following l-tter of approbation, an honor to the author and to us a
memorial of His Eminence, Carnidal Marlot, Arch-bithop of Paris is at-
tached to the original work. :

Taris, Juna 19th, 1864.
MY DEAR ABBE:—

° I am grateful for your kind remembhrance
and touched by vour thoughtfulness in sending me vour hook entitied :
Virtues and Sviritual Doctrine of St. Vincent de Paul. These pages are
most profound and edifying, and are, moreover, a fit and nataral complimens
of your history of the holy founder of the Mission. All those who are anxious
to maintain themselves in the true spirit of Christianity, anc to make new
progress in virtue, will read them with interest. May their number inerease
from day to Jay, and may the posterity of the illustrious Priest, whose namea
serves 08 standard underneath which such generous devotedness is displaved,
avgmert in like manner!

Accept, my dear Abbe, the assurance of my affec-

+ G. ARCHBISHOP OF PARIS.
To THE ABBE MAYNARD, CANON OF Porrun;:e.

tionate regard.
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ST. VINCENT DE PAUL.

CHAPTER L.

FAITH.

S |

Faith is the first requisite to approach unto God (Heb. xi. 6,)
and to engage in His service. It is the root of all Christian
virtue, the foundation of the entire spiritual edifice. Such is
the idea that St. Vincent had of faith, and he, therefore
regulated his conduct according to its dictates, and made it
the corner-stone of all Lis holy undertakings.

Wondc erful faith in St. Vincent! it pa:took of the simplicity
of childhood and the vigor of age; it formed within him the -
principle of supernatural life, and he became the source whence
sprang thét charity which embraced the entire world.

His was a strong faith. and like unto those trees which take
but the stronger root when tossed and beaten by the winds and
storms, a faith that grew in strength when temptatious assuailed.
At Tunis, this faith resists the blandishments and menaces of
his masters ; at the conrt of Queen Marguret it comes out vic-



2 VIRTUES AND DOCTRINE OF ST. VINCENT DE I’ATUL.

torious from the temptation of unbelief which, to free a friend,
he had accepted ; in the troubles o f Jansenism it escapes all the
snares of heresy and the seductions of sectaries. ‘I thank
God,” did he love frequently to say, ¢ for having preserved me
in theirtegrity of faith in the midst of an age that has brought
forth so many heresies and scandalous opinions, and for the
grace of never having held any opinion contrary to that of the
Church. By a special protection of God, notwithstanding the
many dangerous occasions wherein I might have been turned
froip the right path, I have always Leen on the side of truth ”

" His Faith, we see, was not only strong, but, morcover, pure
and simple, that is. resting sclely on the first truth, God and on
the authority of the Church.

His was a faith at once expansive and communicative, as are
all Christian virtues. Itloved to diffuse itself by means of cat-
echising and instructing, particularly among the poor peasants
of the country ; as the ocean, it scught to extend to ull parts of
the world, and being unable b’ its own direct effurts. it succeeded
through the instrumentality of a coempany of Missionaries sent
out to every infidel land." .

An aggressive faith he had, ever on the alert against error, a
faith armed with that Credo which the Saint wore as a breast-
plate ; armed with prayer which he regarded as the best de-
fense in combat, and as a source of all light and strength ;
armed with zeal and charity to preserve from the contagion of
cevil doctrines first his children, then the religious and secular
communities of which he was Superior, and, finally, doctors of
divinity and bishops of the Church whom he retained in the
faith.

His faith was humble cven in its victories. *¢Though,” said
the Saint, *“God gave me the grace to discern the truth fiom
error. even before the definition of the Holy See, still I
have never Lad any feeling of complacency or vain joy because
my judgment was formed in conformity with that of the Church
fully recognizing that it was an effect of the pure mercy of God
towards me, to Whom, therefore, I must render all the glory.”

He possessed, finally, a full and active faith ; a faith that en- -
lightened his understanding, warmed his heart, animated his
thoughts and affections, his words and acts, and guided him in, -
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everything,and everywhere, according to the truths and maxim
of Jesus Christ; a faith that guided him not merely in things
that referred directly to God, but which he introduced ¢ven into
temporal and human affairs. He under‘ook nothing of
which faith was not the principle, ard which he did not refer
to a supernatural end.

II

Such was the virtue of faith in St. Vincent; such likewise was
the !aith that he taught others. He reprehended those who. in
explaining Christian truth, relied unduly on the light of science, or
on the strength of human reason; and those who examined these
truths with curiosity and temerity did not -escape his censure.
Against all he made use of this comparison: ‘¢ As the more we
fix the eye on the sun the less we see. so, in the truths of relig-
ion, the more we strain reason, the less we know by faith. It
is cnough that the Church proposc¢s these truths; we certainly
should not refuse to believe her and to submit.” And he
added: ‘“The Church is the kingdom of God, and He inspiies
her rulers with principles of good government. Fis Holy
Spirit presides over the councils; from Him have proceeded the
light shed throughout the world which has enlightened the
saints, dazzled the wicked. dispelled doubts. rendered truth
evident, laid bare errors and disclosed th: jaths wherein the
Church in general, and each of the faithful in particular, may
walk in safety.”

His charity and moderation had reached their limit, and yet
he was requested to exercise both towards the people of Port
Royal. He zimply answered: “ When a dispute has been decid-
-ed there is no agreement possible, save in adhering to the
Jjudgment given. Before these gentlemen were condemned they
‘did their utmost to have error triumph over the truth, and
anwilling then to listen to any terms of agreement, they were
80 intemperate in their desire to obtain the npperhand that
resistance hardly dared offer itself. Even since the Holy See
has decided against them they have sought to give divers con-
structions to the Papal constitutions so that their effect might
be evaded. And, though on the one hand they have made a
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_semblance of sincerely submitting themselves to the common
Father of the Faithful, and of receiving the constitutions in the
- real sense wherein the propositions of Jansenius were condemned,,
nevertheless their writers, who have maintained these proposit-
ions, and have written books and apologies in their defense, have,
as yvt, neither said nor written a word in disavowal. What
union. then, can we have with them since they have no sincere
intention of submitting ?# What moderation is possillein regard
“ to' what the Church has decided? They are matters of faith alike
“incapable of alteration or arrangement, and. by consequence,
they cannot be adjustable to the sentiments of these gentlemen.
Theirs it is to submit. and unite with us in' the same belief, and:
in a true and sincere submission to the head- of the Church.
“Without this we can only pray God for their conversion.”

He blamed all hurry and anxiety even in the most holy works.
for he saw thercin a movement of nature and a hidden distrust.
of Pravidence. One day he wrote to Madamoisclle Le Gras: «“I
always see in you somewhat of human sentiment; you think all
is lost when you see me unwell. Ob, woman oflittle faith! why
have you not more confidence in the guidance and example of
Jesus Christ? This Savior of the world confided in God, the
‘Father, for the stafc of the entire Church, and you think He
will fail you in regard to a handful of daughters whom His
Providence has evidently gathered together! Go, Madamoiselle,
humble yourself very much before God.” '

Little progress in virt e and in the things of God he attributed
to the too great confidence placed in human reasons. *‘No, no,”
‘he faid one day, ‘¢ only eternal truth is eapable of satisfying the:
-heart. and conducting us safely. Believe me. we have but to
‘lean firmly, strongly, on any one of the perfections of God, suchs
as HisGoodness, His Providence. His Truth, His Immensity,—
we huve but to ground ourselves well on these foundations to be~
come perfect in a short time. Not that itis not well to convince:
by strong reasoning and solid argument; these always prove
serviceable when subservient to the truths of faith. Experience
teaches that he who preaches according to the light of faith effects:
more jn souls than he whose discourse is filled with philosophicak
arguments and scientific reasoning. And the reason is that the
lights derived from faith are always accompanied with a certain
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heavenly unction that secretly penctrates to the heart. IIcnce
we may judge if it be not necessary, as well for our own perfection
as for the salvation of souls, to fullow always and in all things the
light of faith.

He still further taught that things should not be looked upon
as they externally appear, but wére to le considered as thoy
appeared in the eyes of God.  And this he based on the word of
the Apostle: ¢« For the things iwhich are seen are temporal: but the
thing s which are'7itt seen are eternl.” (2 Cor., ii.. &) I ought
not,” he said, ‘‘regard apoor peasant or a poor woma accord-
ing to the exterior. nor according to the intellectual capa: ity,
more especially as oftentimes so earthly and so stupid is he. that
_he seems to possessneither the figure nor mind of rational beings.
. But reverse the medal, and you will see in the light of faith fllat
the Son of God, who has wished to be poor, isrepresented fdil;ls
in these poor people; that, in Ilis passion, Ile scarcely had the
figure of man, and that the Gentiles consider ed Him a t'opi. :in;d
-the Jews a rock of scandal ; besides. He cslls Himself Atvhle
evangelist of the poor: ¢ To preach the Gospel to the ppor He
-hath _sent Me.” (Luke ii., 18.) Oh, my God. how beautifal it
is to look upon the poor, when we consider them ii- God,.and
in the estecm in which Jesus Christ hell them! But fo the
flesh and to a worldly spirit they appear contemptible.”



CHAPTER 1I.

s coeers

HOPE AND CONFIDENCE IN GOD.

I

Hope is begotten of faith and is proportional to it. He,
" who knows God and bgli~ves in Him can hope but in Him. can
tely but on Him. What the view of Divine truth disengaged
from all human reasoning is to faith, the gonodness alone of God
is to hope which, thenceforth, disdaining men and their earthly
resources can no longer confide, no longer rest save in the
Divine Providence.
Vincent so full of faith, carried his hope, after the exrmple
of the father of believers, so far as to hope even agninst hope.
‘When everything seemed to fail him. then he hoped the more.

In the beginning of his motto this holy hope alone inspired
him, alone directed him in their prosccution, alone snstained
him in the midst of difficulties and obstacles, and alone assured
him of success.

When there was questior of undertaking anything for the
service of God he commenced by having recourse to prayer to
know the Divine Will. Assured of this, he began the work, and
abandoned himself to the Divine mercy. Without doubt, ac-
ording to the order of Providence itself, he made use of all the
means that pradence suggested, but he did not place his reli-
ance on them,he counted only on the assistance of Ileaven.
Even in the beginning he neglected human agencies. e first

allowed Providence to act, delaying as long as possible from
mixing his action with the Divine action, s¢ convinced was he

that the less of man there is in any affair the more there is of
God. Once engaged, after this Christian manner, he fearcd
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nothing, either for himself or for his children. In vain tlié
timorous or the worldly wise majority magnified the obstacles.
or strove to demonstrate the impossibility of the undertaking.

¢ Let us allow our Lord to act.” he answers, ‘it is His work
and as it has pleased llim to begin it we may rest assured that
Iie will perfect it in the manncr most pleasing to Himself.
Courage, then; let us trast in our Lord Who will be with us first
and last in a work to the undertaking of which He has called us.”
Then he would throw himself blindly into the greatest and
most painful cnte-prises, redoubling his confilenc: in God in
the midst of ditficulties, as the soldier redoubles his ardor amid
the dungers of battle. As the excessive expenses undergone by
the order of God did not cause him any fear of exhausting the
treasury of Providence, so neither did the wants and pressing’
necessities of his honses, though grieving his paternal heart,

dim his hope, or slarm him in regard to the future of his
Congregation. o

Atflictions and disappointments, labors and perils, far from
subduing him, only served as occasions to testify confi-
dence in God, and to depend more entirely and absolutely
on His will  The result, moreover, of any work mattered little
to him ; good or evil. he accepted it as coming from the:hand

of God and equally manifested gratitude for His mercy. .

And he acted in this manner not only in things of secondary”
interest, but also in those that he had most at heart, as for in-
stance, the birth, continuation and increse of that Congregation
of Missionaries that was as dear to him as life. Whilst proceed-
ings were going on at the Court of Rome for the erection of his_‘,'

band of Missionaries into a congregation, and whilst, at the same. .
time, arrangements were being made for the transfer of the rich.
priory of St. Lezarus to Vincent, he said. not throngh presumption,
but from Chris‘ian certainty ofsuccess : ¢ I fear but my sins,and .
not for thesuccess of our cause either in Rome orin Paris, neither
for the bulls nor for the affair of St. Lazarus. Sooner or later all
will be accomplished. ¢* They that fear the Lord have hoped ‘n
the Lord: he is their llper and protector.” ( P’s. exiii, 11. )
And that the dependence on the designs of God which presided
at the birth of his Congregation should still preside over its ex-
tension he never wished to make,nor would he allow to be made.
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* the least effort to obtain benefices. establishments. or subjects.
Betwe:n two favorable propositions made him, he felt himselfir-
duced to prefer the less advantageous; between two subjects,
to prefer him whose bitth was the mote humble, whose condi-
tion was the poorer, whose mind and knowledge were mediocre,
lest in his choicz there should Dbz anything that savored of
cupidity, of ambition, or of any other natural inspiration.

IT.

- To ground those under him in these maxims and in this manner
of actm 5. hie induce.l the.n to conceive a great diffidence in thom-
selves, and to become thorougily convinced that by their own’
efforts they could do nothinz save spoil everything in the work
and designs of Ged. Hethea dwelt on the greatness of the Divine
mercy. *‘God. said he, “is a fountain wherefrom each draws

according to his wants. 1Ile, who needs six, takes six pailsfull, ’

he who rejuires three, only three, and the little bird that wants
on'y to m oisten its beak flies away lmmedlatelv after; a traveller
must drink from the hollow of his hand. Impressed with this’

tdea of the mercy of God he desired entire abandonn ent to Prov-

idence, tht as the child abandons itself to 1t,s nurse ¢ If this_
nurse places the child on her right arm, the Chlld is content; if
she change it to the left. it :loes not mind, and, provxded it has®
the breast it is content.  Let us. then. say to ourselves: God is

my ‘fathcr Let him put me on the right side, that is in peace"

and content, or on the left, which signifies the cross, it matters
not H will strengthen me and I will hope in Him.” Confidence’
in G’)”l it was that he gaveasa Viaticum to those ke sent into the
dlstant and difficult mis:ions. ** Go, Geuntlemen, in the name of
God 7 he aid tothem: ++ it is He who scnds you; for His service
and His frlory you unsiertake this voyage and this mission; He,
then will be your guide, He will protect and aid you. This we hope
fOl from His infinite Goodness. Keep yourselves always in a
firm dependence ou His faithful guidance; have recourse to Him
in all places and in all circumstances; throw yourselves into His
arms, for yvou should recognize Him us a tender father, with a
ﬁrm ¢ opﬁden(c that He will assist you and bless your labors.”
Did they grow weary and weak under the.blp.den. it was con-
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fidence in God wherewith he renewed their courage. Ile wrote '
to their superior: ‘¢ I sympathize with you in yoi.r labors; they
are great, and they continue increasing whilst sickness is dim-
inishing your forces It is our good Lord who does this, and
certainly He will not leave so greata bu:den on your hands with-
out aiding you to sustain it; He will, even Himself, be your
strength =s well as your recompense for the extraordinary ser
vices that, in this pressing need, you render Him. Believe r:e,
when Our Lord gives a helping hand three can effect more than
ten ; and He always does when He deprives us of human means
and places us in the necessity of doinr what is above our
strength; we will, however, bescech His Divine Gsodness that it~
may be pleasing. to Him to restoic your sick to health, and to
infuse into your community a great hope in His merey.” '
He did not wish them to lose c¢:nfidence, in times of want and
scarcity. ‘‘Youmustnot be surprised,” he wrote them on these
occasions, ¢ nor frightened because the year is bad. no, ncver, if '
many be bad. God abounds in riches. Nothing has been want-
ing to you up to the present; why, then, fear for the futuref
You would like to have all provizion made so as to be assured of .
having all you desire. I say you wish so according to n:xtnre,' '
for I think, that according to the spirit, you are glad to have am
opportunity of relying on God alone, and. like a real poor man,
of depending on the liberality of thi: Lord, who is infinitely rich.
May God help the poor people ; they are to be pitied in times of -
distress because they do not know how to turn this time to
their advantage, nor do they seek first the kingdom of God and’™
His justice that they may be made worthy to receive the things
necessary for this, over and above the succor required for
eternal life.” '
Losses the most ruinous were not to shake their confidence.
¢« All that God does He does for the best;and therefore wc must
hope that this loss, since it comesfrom God, will be profitable to .
us. Allthings are of benefit to the just : and we are assured that - :
the adversities we receive from the hand ot God will become o -
joy and a blessing. I pray for them, gentlemen and my dear °
brethren; let us thank God for this affair, for the de rivatioa of
this property, and for the disposition He has given us té accept
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thisloss for Hislove. The loss is oreat but His adqrable wisdom
mll kuow how to turn it to our good and that in 3 wey that tof

us is,, at present, unknown, but one day we wxll sce ; yes, We

mll see. And I trust that the manner afier whick you ‘all have,

bornﬂ 5 ourselves in the accident, so little foreseen, will serveas a
foundation to the grace God will gwe you. of making in future

f pex(‘ect use of all the afflictions it will please Him to send us.”
Nor, should intrigues and persecutions trouble them any the

© more, Ile wrote: ** As1egards the intiigues that are beingcar-

tied on against us, let us pray God to guard us from this spirit ;

smce we blame it i others it is all the more reasonable that we
kekp it far from ourselves. It is a fault against Divine Prov-
idence ‘which renders those Who commit it unworthy the care
God takps of everything. Let us establish ourselves in cntire
dgl)endence on His holyleading, and on the assurance that in so
doing all that men will do or say against us will turn to our
good Yes, my dear sir, even were the entire world to rise up
to dest1 oy us it could do nothing but what is pleasing to God in
wliom we have placed our hope. I beg you to enter into these

5entlments, and to dweil firmly therein so that hereafter your:

mmd will not be troubled with useless apprehensions.”

I‘hc sense of their own imperfections and miseries should not,
a.ccordmo' to him, militate against their trustin God. *“We have
mthm us,” hesaid to them,¢‘the germ of the ommpotence of God
and this ought to be a great motive to hope and to place all our
céjiﬁdence in Him, nothwithstanding all our poverty. No, we

It . - . . N . .
must not be astomshed when we see miseries among us, for cach

.....

hns his own good share. It is well to kaow them. but rot to be

immoderately troubled by them ; H 1t is even good to turn away
the thought of them when it leads to d'scouragement. and re.

double our confidence in God and our abzndonment into his ten- -

deraris.” Still further ‘he wrote: *‘I know the fidelity and
cate you have for the work’ of Ge.d: what remains for you, then,
but 'to rest in peace? God only demands this with an humble
acquiescencein the success which he gives, and which, I am sure,
will be complete in your soul.: Why, then, become discouraged !
You point out to me your:miseries, . Alas!and who is there that

ispos full of them! The. only thing is to know them and tolove
the humiliation arising from them,.as yon do, without stopping
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save to lay a strong foundation of confidence in God; for
then the house is built upon a rock and when the storm comes it
remains firm. Do not be afraid, then. This is your casc, I know;
for these feelings of distrust and discouragement are but frcm
nsture, and not from your heart, which is far too generous for any-
thirg like that. Let God, then, do with us and our works as he
chooses. Tlcugh our pains and troubles for mex be in vain, and
though they show only ingratitude and contempt for us, still we
will not neglect, on that account, to continue, knowing that in -
this way we fulfill the law which is to love God with our whole
heart and our neighbor as ourselves.”

He frequently taught them this maxim: ** When God begma
to do good to acreature, He continues to do so to the end unless
the creature beco ne unworthy.” And he said again: ‘“ Whep
God once takes a soul into his affections, no matter what that
soul coes, He supports it. Have you never seen a father who has
a little child that he loves very much ? He bears with all the
little one pleases to do; he even at times calls upon it. ¢ Bite me,
my child.” And why thus? Because he loves that little child.
God acts the same with us.” Andin conjunction, he cited the ex-
ample of their own Congregation. ‘¢ Let us have corfidence in
God, gentlemen and my brethren, but let it be entire and perfect,
holding it for certain that having once begun His work in us He
will finish it. For, I ask you, who is it that has established the
Congregation ! who has appointed us to the missions, to the ordi.
nat:ons, to the conferences, to the retreats. and other tvorks in
which we are engaged ? Is it I # By no means. Isit Mr. Portail
whom God united to me in the very beginning ¢ Nct at all; for
we did not think of them, had no design of them. And who,
then, is the author of all this? 1t is God, it is His paternal
Providence, and His purc Goodness. For we areall pitiable
workers and poor ignorant persons; and amongus there are few,
if any at all, who are of noble birth, powerful, learned, or capable
of anything. Itis God, then, who has done all this, and who in
doing it, made use of persons according to His own pleasure so
that all the glory should recound to Him ; for if we place it in
men, or if we lean on any advantage of natme, or fortune, God
will withdraw from us. DBut, some one willsay, we must make

friends both for ourselves as individuals. and for the ccmmw... . .
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nity—Oh ! my breihren, let us beware of listening to such a
thought for we will be deceived. Let us scek solely God; he
will provide us with fricnds aud with all else, in such a way that
we will want for nothing. Do you wish to know why we do not
sucreed in such, or suh an employment ? It is because we lean
too wuch upon ourselves ‘This preacher, that superior, this con-
fessor trusts too much in his prudence, in his learning, in himself,
What does God do ¢ 1le withdraws from him; He leaves him
there ; and though he works, all that he does produces no fruit,
that thus, he may recognize his o¥n uselessness, and learn from
.his own experience that, no matter how talented. he can do no-
#hing without God.”

We must let God act, then; we must intrigue for no favor, not
-be sollicitous, we shouid fear nothing. - On this subject he wrote
‘to one of his priests in Rome. **Every day you give me reason
4o praise'God for your affection for the congregation and your
care for its affairs ; and I do with all my heart : but I must like-
‘wise say to you. as our Lord said to Martha, there is a little too
umuch sollicitude in your action, and that only one thing is
:nceessary, namely to allow more to God acd His direction than
-you do. Fore.ight is good when it is subject to Him; but it goes
to excess when we hecome anxious to avoid anything we fear:
wre hope more from our own care than from His Providence. and
we imagine we do a great deal inanticipating His orders by our

" disorder which causes us to trust rather in human prudence than
-in His word.  This divine Savior assures usin His Gospel, that
n-ither the little spariow, nor even asingle hair of our head will fall
without His permission; and you fear our congregation will not be
ablc to maintain itsel: if we do not use such and such precautions,
aud if we do not do *his thing and that ; so that should we defer
doing it others will come and establish themselves upon our ruins.
5o soon as a design against us appears we must oppose it; should
anyone wish to profit by our moderation we must be beforehand
snith him, el eallislost. This is nearly the sense of your letters ;
and, what is.worse, your quick, lively disposition urges you
10 act as you speak,and in your enthusiasm you think you possess
suflicient light without having ueced to receive any from others.
Oa ! my dear sir, how little this proveeding becomes a mis-
sionary.”
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He took dclight in frequently citing the example of Abraham
ws one of perfect confidence. **You remember this grand old
patriarch whose son, God had promised. was to people the entire
carth? And yet He commands him to sacr ficethisson. Where-
upon any person might have said : If Abraham put-his son to
death how is God to fulfill His promise? "Thisholy man,however,
who had accustomed his mind to submit to all the wishes of God.
-disposes himself to execute the order without putting himself in
pain about anything clse. It is the affair of God. might he have
said. to think of everythine; if T execute His command He will
fulfill His promise—But how?—I do not know; it is enough’
to know that He is All-Powerful; I am going to offer Him what I
hold mostdear in the world since He wishes it—DBut it is my only
son—No matter—But, in taking the life of this child, I will de-
prive God of the means of keeping Iis word ?—Itis all the same;
%1e desires it ; it must be done.—But if I preserve him my race
will be blessed. God has said—Yes, but He has also said I should
put him to death; He has manifested it to me ; I will obey Him,
no matter what happens. and I will hope in His promises—Ad.
mire this confidence; he is in no trouble about what will happen.
And yet the affair concerned him very nearly ; but he hopes all
will go well since God takes part in it. Why should not we,
gentlemen, have g like confidence if we leave to God the care of
all that concerns us, and if we prefer that which He commands:

- In this connection, too, will we not admire the fidelity of the
children of Jonadab, son of Rachel ? He was a good man who
received an inspiration from God to live in a manner different
from othermen, to dwellin a tentandnot in a house. He abangd-
ons, therefore, the one that he has. Behold him now in the
country; here the idea strikes him to plant no vine soas not to
drink wine ; and in fact he plants none and never afterdrank wine.
He forbade his children to sow wheat or other gr:.ins, to plant
trees. or to cultivate gardens. Sce. then, they are all without
bread, without grain, without fruit. What, then, will you do.
my poor Jonadab ?”

¢ Do you imagine that either you. or your family, can subsist
without eating ? *We will eat,” he says within himseclf. - what

wver God will send.” This seems very hard; even the poorest

1
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religious orders do not carry the spirit of renunciation to such a

degree. However, be that as it may, the confidence of this man
was such that he deprived himself of all the commodities of this
life to depend absolutely,he and his children.on the care of Divine
Providence. And they continued in this way for three hundred
and fifty years ; that is he, his children. and his children’s child-
ren. This was so agreeable to God that, complaining to Jerc-
mias of the hardness of his people abardoned to their pleasures,
he tells him : ¢* Go to those obdurates, and.tell them there is a man
who does {his. &c.”

¢« Jeremias, then, to verify the extreme ahstemiousness of the
father and his children causes the Rechabites to be b:ought to
him. He sets a table. and places thereon bread, and wine,and
glasses. When they are come he says to thew: ‘1 am commiss-
ioned by God to bid you diink wine’—: And we,” answered the
Rechabites, *have a command not to drink ; for solong a time
we have not drunk, our fath-r having forbiddenit.” Now,ifthis
father had so great a confidence that God would provide for the
subsistence of his fomily that he gave himself no trouble, and if
the children were so careful in faithfully carrying out the inten-
tions oftheir father. oh, gentlemen, what confidence should not we
have, that, no matter in what state God may place us, He will
provide us with all that is necessary ! What is our fidelity to
rule in eomparison with that of these children who, otherwise,
were not obliged to abstain from the comforts of tis life, and yet
practised such poverty ¢ Oh. my God!gentlemen. Oh my God!
my Brethren. let us ask of His Divine Goodne:s a great con-
fidence in 11im no matter what happens in our regard. Provided
we be faithful to H'm. nothing will he wanting to us; He will Him-
gelf live in us. He will conduct us, defend and love s all that
we say, all that we do. all will be acceptable to him.” )

* Look at the bir's. They neither sow, nor reap ; yet God
sets a table for them cverywhere; He gives them clothing and
nourishment, He extends His Providence to the flowers of the
field. to the lilies whos: ornaments are so magnificent that
Solomon in all his glory had nothing similar. Now. if God thus
cares for the birds and plants why will you not trust in a God so
good and so provident ? What ! will you trust rather in your-
selves thanin Him ? And yet, you well know that He can do all,
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and yoau nothing ; notwithstanding this, you dare confidein your
own endeavors rather than in His goodness, in your poverty
rather than in His wealth ! Oh misery of man !”

¢ 1 will say here, however, that Superiors are obliged to look
after the wants of each individual and provide all that is necessary;
and as God takes care to furnish all Hiscreatures, even the little
midge, with whatis necessary, He wishes that superiors and offi-
cers, as instruments of His Piovidence, would see that nothing be
wanting, either to the priests. clerics, or to the brothers ; either’
to a hundred persons. two hundred, three hundred. or more, were
they in the house; cither to the little or to the greal. But my
Brethren, you in your turnshould quietly rest in the loving care
of the same Divine Providence for your maintenance, and content
yourselves with what it gives without seeking to know whether
the community has it or not ; nor should you trouble yourselves
about anything except to seek first the kingdom of God, for
His infivite Wisdom will supply all the rest.”

*Not long ago, I asked a Carthusian,who is prior of s house,
if, for the government of their temporal matters, they called a
eouncil of the religious? ¢We summon,’ he answered me, ‘the
officers, such as the superior and the procurator; the others have
vo concern; they occupy themselves only in chanting thie praises
of God and in doing what obedience and the rule prescribe.’’
With us, .thanks be to Ged. the same practice holds. Let us con-
tinue firm in it; we, too, are obliged to possess property and to
eare for it in order o meet all demands. There was a time when
the Son of God sent his disciples without money or previsions ;
afterwards He judged it proper to have wherewith to maintain
his company and to assist the poor. The Apostles continued in
the same way; and St. Paul says of himself that he labored with
his own hands, and that he collected for Christians who were in
want. It bclongs, then, to superiors to watch over the manage-
ment of the house; but let them care, also, that this vigilance over
temporal things do not lessen that which regards virtue;and let
them manage so that the spiritual life will be vigorous in their
bouses, and that God will there reign over everything. This
should be their first object.”

He gave the same advice, and prescribed the same conduct’
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for persons from without. who came to consult him. ‘Putaway’

from your mind whatever causes you pain.” he told them, ** God
will take care of it. You cannot allow yourself any anxiety in
regard to this matter without, so to speak, saddening the heart
of Gol, because He sees you do not honor Him sufficiently with
holy confidence. Trustin Him, I besecch you, and you will
obtain the accomplishment of all that your heart desires, I say
again, cast aside all those thoughts of mistrust which you some-
times entertain. And why <hould not your soul be full of con-
fidence since by His mercy it is the dear daughterof our Loxd?. ..
Ol ! how great are the treasures hidden in holy Providence, and
how sovereignly do they who fHllow, but do notcrowd it, honor
our God. I recently heard a noble, high in power, say that he
had thoroughlv learned this truth from his own experience, for he

had never undertaken 1y himself but four things, and these in--

stead of advantage brought him injury. Is it not true that you
wish,as is but reasonable. your servant should never undertake
anything without you, or yourorder # Andif this be reasonable
in muan with his fellow u.an, how much more sois itin the
Creator, with Ilis creature?”

He did not believe theru could be excess of confidence in God.
Said he: ¢Just as you cannot believe too firmly in the truths of

faith, so, too, it is impossible to hope toomuch in God. It is -

true, we may be deceived either in hoping for that which God
has not promised, or in hoping for what he has promised only

under condition. when we are unwilling to fulfill the condition : -
as for instance—a sinner hopes for pardo:: and yet does not wish

to forgive his brother ; he asks for mercy and will not change
his life ; he hopes to overcome temptations and yet neither com-
bats nor resists them. All such hopes are false and illusory ;
but true hope founded on the goodness of God and on the merits
of Jesus Christ can never be too great.”

With such principies, both in heart and mind, the Saint nat-
uraly combated in others, as in himself. all temptation to despair.
He wrole, on this point, to an ccclesiastic who confided to Lim
his ¢roubles. ¢“I hope, then. since you wroté your letter, God

has dissipated the clouds that overshadowedyou ; hence, I will

eay but a word in passing. It seensto me you have some doult
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whether you are of the number of the elect. To which I will

answer that, thouzh it be true that no person. without a special

revelation from God, possessesinfallible marks of his predestina-
tion yet. according to the testimony of St. Paul. there are marks

wherely to know the true children of God so probably that

there is searcely room for doubt. And these marks. my dear
Sir, I sec in you, by the grace of God ; the very letter wherein

you tell me you do not see them discloses a numbcr of them, and

my long acquaintancz with you points out the others. Believe

me, Sir, I do not know a soul more given to God. nor a hezart

more free from evil and more ardent for good than your own—

But, you tell me, it does not appear so to you. And I answer

that God does not always allow his chosen ones to discern, amid

the movements of corrupt nature, the purity of their interior, so
that they may have occasion to humile themselves without
ceasing.and that their treasure, being hidden, may be in greater
security—TChe holy Apostie had secn the wonders of IHeaven :
but he did not for this reason consider himself justified, for he

perceived within himself too much darkness, too many struggles.

Still he had such confidence in God that he thouglit nothing in

the werld capable of scparating him from the charity of Jesus
Christ.  This example, Sir, ought to suffice to keep you in peace
amidst your doubts, and to give you an entite and perfect
coniidence in the infinite goodness of Our Lord. Who, desirous of
completing the work of your sanctification, urzes you to cast
yourself into the hands of His Providencc. Let His paternal
love conduct you, then, for He loves you; and so far from
rejecting o man of virtue, us you are, on the contrary He
never abandons a sinner that hopes in His mercy.”

But it was to his Missionaries and to his Daughters of Charity
that he took pleasure in recommending Confidence in God. Te
the Missionaries he said : *¢The true Missionary ought never °
be in trouble about the goods of this world, but should throw all
his cares on the Providence cf the Lord. holding it for certain
that, while he is well ¢stablished in Charity, and well grounded
in this confidence, he will always be under the protection of God,
and conscquently,no evil can come to him, and no good éan fail
hind, evei when licimagines, 'nccording to appearances, that all is
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going to ruin. I do not say this of myself ; it is the Sacred
Scriptures that teach it, and that declare: < He that dwelleth in the
aid of the Most High shll abide under the protection of the God of
Heaven.” (Ps. xc, 1) He who abides in the confidence
of God will cver be favored with a special protection, and in

this state he should deem it certain that no evil will befall him,

because for him all things work to his benefit, and no good will
be wanting since God, giving Himself to }im, brings all
necessary goods, both for body and soul. And hence, my
Brethren, you should hope that, whilst you remain constant in
this corfideiice, not only will you be preserved from all evil, and
all sad accidents, but also that you will abound in all kinds of
good.”

This same confidence he counselled to the Daughters of
Charity by citing the instances of special protection with which
God favored them in perilous circumstances. One of them
came forth unhurt from the ruins of a falling house. Le
said to them: ‘-Can God show you Dbetter how accept-
able to Him is the scervice you render Him in the persons

of the poor ¢ Is there anything more evident ? A new house -

falls, thirty five or forty persons are found crushed beneath its
ruins, and this Daughter, who with her soup was in the
same house, on a corner of the steps that Providence, itscems,
supported expressly to sustain her, escajes all harm; she comes
out of this danger safc and sound. We must belicve that the
angels drew her thence; for what probability is there that
men did it.? They, indeed, lent their aid, but the angels were
necessary to sustain her. Oh, what protection! Do you think,
my Daughters, that it was without a purpose God permitted this
house, entirely new, to fall # Do you think it was but by chance
it fell just when our Sister was within? Do you think it was by
good luck she escaped without injury? Oh, no, not at all.  All
that is miraculous ; God had pre-ordained all that to prove to
your company the care he takes of it.” Another timeit was a
floor that gave away in the house of the Sisters, just at the mo-
ment that there was no person either on, or underit. **Ah My
Daughters” said the Sainton this occasion *‘what reason have not
we to trust in God? We read in history of a man being killed in
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the open fields by a turtle, dropped on his head by an eagle.
and we see to-day houses entirely overturned, and Daughters
of Charity coming from under the ruins without the slight-
- est injury. What is this if not a mark and a testimony,
whereby God wishes to show them that they are as
dear to Him as the apple of His eye ¥ Oh My Daughters, rest
assured that. provided you keep within your hearts this holy
confidence, God will preserve you, no matter where you be.”



CIIAPTER IIl.

LOYE FOR GOD.

I

Love is all interior, and the eye of Him above thaut penetrates
to the depth of hearts sees its ardor and its flame. IIowever,
from this inner hearth, as from a subterranean fire. dart forth
sparks which reveal it to the eyes of men.

Vincent's love for God manifested itself, in the first place,by a
perfect obedience to His holy law. It is the Apostle of charity
himself who has said : ¢ Whosoever keepeth Hisword. the charity
of God s truly revfect in him;'’ (1 Johnii., 3), and again,
» For this is the charity of God that we keep Flis commandinents.”
(I John vi., 3). Vincent was the I'ving law of God; every-
thing in his body, as in his soul. all his thoughts. all his affec-
.tions, all his words and all his actions were regulated by the
Liw of God, and his life was a continual holocaust consumed
by the fire of Divine Love.

Again. this iove manifested itself by his ardent, continuous and
efficacious desire to have God known more and more, to have
Him adored, served. obeyed, loved and glorified at all times, in
all places and by all creatures ; a desire that frequently escaped
him in such'ike ardent aspirations : ¢*O, my Lord ! O, my Savior !
O, Divine Goodnesd'! O, my God ! When wilt Thou grant us the
grace to be entirely Thine, and to love but Thee alone.”

It manifested itself in his words which, coming from his heart,
testified by their burning accent how bright was the fire within.
Of Vincent,as of Charity incarnate itself, his hearers said : “Were
not our hearts buraing within us whilst he discoursed with us?”
This, the wife of the President, De Lannoisnon, addressing the




LOVE FOR GOD, ‘ 21

Dutchess of Mantua, expressed one day in a meeting of the Ladies
-of Charity, exclaiming: «“Well, Madam, might we not say, with
the disciples of Emmaus, that our hearts glowed with the ardor
-of Divine L.ove while Mr. Vincent was speaking to ts? Formy
part. though little sensible to the things of God, I assure you
my heart is all aflame with what the holy man has just said.”
¢« It is not astonishing.” replied Mary De Gonzaga, ‘‘ he is an
angel of the Lord bearing c¢n his lips the a:dent coals of that
Divine love which burnsin hisheart.” «“I'hatis very true,” added
a third, ** and itdepends cnly upon ourselves to participate in the
ardor of that same love.” In the ccclesiastical conferences he
procuced the same impression.  **As we eageily listened to his
words,” Bossuet has related. *-there was not one who did not feel
the accomplishment of the werds of the A postle, St. Peter: «-If'any
one speak, let him speak as the words of God,” (1 Peter iv., II). It
was at the conclusion of one of these conferences that Tronson,
Superior of the Seminary of St. Sulpice, in a transport, cried out :
¢ Behold, there is aman all filled with the spirit and the love of
God.” Many came to the conferences only to hear him, and they
went away saddencd whenever his modesty had forbidden him
speech. Bishops of the highest renown were often present. When
through humility and respect, Vincent yiclded to them the
conclusion of the exercises. which, in the quality of director. by
the regulations and by usage, belonged to him, they refused in
orde: not to be deprived of the happiness of hearing him. One
day, the most venerable of them said to him: *¢Mr Vincent
you must rot deprive the company by your humility of the good
thoughts with which God has inspired youon the subject in quest-
tion. There is a certain indescribable unction of the Holy
Ghost in your words that touches every one ; moreover, these
gentlemen pray you to impart your views, for one word from
you will have more effect than all that we can say.” And. on
leaving the conference after having heard him, they used to say
to the missionaries: ‘“You are, indeed, happy in secing and
hearing daily n man so filled with the love of God.”

This love manifested itself. finally, in the rectitude and purity
of Liis intentions which tended, i the least as in the greatest
things, solely and incessantly to the glory of God.
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And purity of intention was precisely the means he employed
to form in his disciples a lovefor God. He said to them: *“God
does not look so mach to the exterior of our actions as to the
degree of love and purity of intention with which we perform
them. Littie actions are not so subject to.vain glory as are more-
brilliant ones, which often end in a: puff of smoke. We must
accustom ourselves to please God in little things if we wish to-
be acceptable to Him in all our actions.”

From this we may judge of his horror of anything done through.
human respect. One of his missionaries in Rome, thinking to.
imp.ess the Cardinals favorably, wished to commence with their
provinces in giving the missions.. Vincent, to whom he had.
communicatel his thoughts answered : O, my Jesus ! my dear
Sir, may God preserve us from cever doing anything with such.
base views! His divine Goodness demands that we should never:
do any good work, anywhere, in.order to be estecmed, but that,
on the contrary, in all our actions we' regard Him directly,
immediately, and solely. I take this opportunity, prostrate in,
spirit at your feet, and for thelove of ( Yur Lord Jesus Christ to ask.
of you two things: the first is that you avoid as mnch as possible
all desire of appearing ; and the second, that you never do any--
thing out of human respect. In accordance with this request it
is but entirely proper that you honor for some time the hidden.
life of Our Lord. 'There must be something precious in the hid-
den life, since the Son of God,. before making Himself known.
lived for thirty years as a poor artisan  And on humble begin.
- nings He always bestows more grace than on.tlose that are sur.
rounded with pomp and magnificence. You will ask e, perhaps;.
what will they think of us at this court, and what will they say of
us in Paris?—Permit them, my dear sir, tosay and think of us as
they please. and do rest ascured that the maxims of Jesus Christ
and the examples of His life are not unavailiag ; that they will
bear their fruit in. proper season; that what is not conformable to
them is vain'and that he who is animated with.contrary maxims.
will fail in.all that he undertakes. This is my belief, and it is my
experience. In the name of God.then,.sir, regarditas infallibles
and cherish. retirement. ™



LOVE FOR GOD. 23

«“It would bebetter,” he said again, “‘to be bound hand and foot
and cast into a burning fire than to do anything to please men.”
And then the better to show the injustice, and folly of those who
act through human motives, he contrasted the perfections of the
Creator with the miseries of creatures and added: ¢¢ Let us clways
honor the perfections of God. let us take for models of what we
have to do, those that are ost opposed to our imperfections;
as His Meekness and Clemency directly opposed to our wrath and
anger, His Knowledge, so contrary to our ignorance, His grandeur
and infinite Majesty, so far above our lowness and vileness, His
Infinite Goedness ever opposed to our malice. Let us strive to
perform actions in honor of that perfection that is directly con-
trary to our defects ” The value and worth of what we do de-
pend according to him on the intention and end we have in
view. “For,” he said, ‘‘just as garmentsare, ordinarily, not so
much prized for the material from which they are made, as for
the laggs of gold and rich embroideries, the pcarls and precious
stones with which they are adorned, so we must not be content
with doing good works, we must also elevate and enrich them
with the merit of a noble and holy intention. doing them solely
to please and glorify God.” He concluded with the words of the
Gospel, ¢ Seek first the Kingdom of God,” commenting as
follows: <Our Lord, in these words, recommends us to make
God reign within us,and then to co-operate with Him in extend-
ing and eunlarging His Kingdom by the conquest of souls. Is

" it nct a great honor tobe called to aid in so immense and so im-
portant a design ? Is it not doing as the angels, who laborin-
cessantly, and only for the extension of the Kingdom of.God ?
What, then, My Brethren, will hinder us from corresponding
worthily with so holy and sanctitying a vocation ?”

His practical good sense, always keeping in the jus: middle,
would bave no excess, even in the love of God. He has left
us a beantiful conference on this subject. At the conclusion .
of a repetition of prayer, in August, 1655, he expressed himself
in these terms: “ It is certain that Charity, when it dwells in
a soul, takes complete possession of ull its powers. There is
no rest, it is an ever devouring fire. The person who is once
touched by it is continually in movement, always in action.
0O, My Saviour! the memory wishes to remember only God, it
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loathes other thoughts, and considers them a torment ; it must,.
by every possible means, render His preserce familiar. Such a-
means i§ not good, others must be tried. If I could only:
practice this devotion, I would succeed. It must bedone. But.
I have still that other devotion; how harmonize both ? No-
matter; I will perform both. And when this new devotion is-
taken up, others are sought after, and still others.  The poor-
soul embraces all, and yet is not content. 1t surpasses its
strength, it becomes overburdened, and believes it can never
. do enough. O, My Sweet Saviour, what will become of it? The-
will conrinues all influmzd and is called upon to produce such
frequent acts that it can no longer comply; there are acts
upon acts redoubled at every moment, and in every place, in
the refectory, even in conversation and in company. In a.
word, here, there, everywhere; there is nothing but ardor, but
fire and flames, but incessant acts. The soul is almost lboside:
itsell. O! but how dangerous and imprudent are these cxer--
cises, this eagerness, this zeal!—But what! Can ther2 be-
impradence in loving God ? Can we love Him too much ?
or can we cven love cnough a. God who is infinitely
amiable?—No, indeed. O; My Saviour, My God! Who
can ascencd to that ustonishing love you bear us—a love
that shed for wus, miserable creatures, all Your blood, a.
gingle drop of which is of infinite price. Still, though God.
commands us to love Him with our whole heart and with all.
our strength, we must remember that His Goodness does not
wish this love, by its multitude of acts, toimpair and ruin our-
health. For, in this state, the blood warms, and burning with.
those ardors it sends hot vapors to the brain which in turn is
soon afire. Then foilow dizziness, dulluess, heaviness, as if a.
weight were oppressing the brain : the organs grow weak, and-
the person bevomes powerless,. helpless, until death, which is.
very much hastened, intervenes. It seems this ought to be de-
eried. To die ufter this manner is to.die u most beautiful
death, it is to die of love ; it is the happy lot of a martyr, a.
martyr of love. It seems that these blessed souls can apply to
themselves the words of the Spouse, and say with her: « Z%ou
hast. wounded my leart ;,it is Thou, O.loviug God, Who hast:
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wwounded me; it ts Thou Who hast-pierced and burned my heart with
‘Thy fiery darts!” ~Oh, be forever Llessed, 0!y Saviour!
Among the sacrifices that were offered to God under ‘the Old
Law, the Holocaust was the most excellent, because the victim, in
acknowldgement of the sovereignty of" God, was burnt, was
entirely consumed on the altar, no portion being reserved. In
like manner these souls-seem to he holecausts ¢ntircly consumed
by the fire of Divine Love. -And yet i¢ it much better not to
become so strongly affected, not to-turn thie head in order to
‘make this virtue so sensible, and, as it were, a pact of nutur,
For, at last, after all these vain cfiorts, we must relax, we must
let go our hold; and then beware, beware that we full not into
.a state worse than the onc in which we were, into a condition,
‘from which St. Paul tells us it is impossible, that is, extremely
‘difficult, to rise. Yes, here is .what often resnlts from these
-excesses: a disgust for all species of devotion, a distaste for
‘virtue, a distaste for the most holy things. This excess takes
‘place in beginnings. When we commence te taste the sweet-
"ness of devotion we can never satiate ourselves, we think it
.dmpossible ever to have enough, we plunge too far ahead. O,
this is too mrch, this is too much ! Very often the Devil turns
thisinto temptation for us. When he cannot induee us di-
reetly to commit evil, he inspires us to undertake more pract-
ices of 'piety than we can regulate, and overburdens us
-continually until we break down under too great a weight.
My Brethren, virtues are always in a just middle, and cach
virtue has two equally vicious extremes, between which, deflect-
‘ing neither to the right nor to the leit, we must walk, if
we wish our actions to be worthy of praise. Be neither carried
:away, nor cowardly ; mortify nature but do not destroy it.
-Such is the will of God. He is so good and so just that He rc-
quires nothing more. He well knows our wretchedress, He
‘takes pity on us and supplies, by His mercy, for our defeets.
"We must act with Him in enfire simplicity, and not give our-
:8olves too much uneasiness. I remembera sord of the Bishop
of Genevaon this subject, and one every way worthy of so great
a4 man: ‘Ob, I would not wunt to go te God, if God would not
wcome to me.’ Remurkable utiterance, and coming from one

-
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thoroughly enlightened in the science of the love of God!
According to this, then, a soul truly affected with charity,
understanding what it is to love God, would not desire to go
to God if God did - not anticipate it and attract it by His
grace. This is very far removed from wishing to seize Him
and draw Him by force of arms and strength of machinery.
No, no, nothing is gained, in such cases, by force. When
God wishes to communicate himselt, He does so without
effort, after a sensible, sweet, quiet and loving manner.”




‘CHAPTER III.

‘CONFORMITY TO YHE WILL OF'GOD.
RESIGNATION AND HOLY INDIFFERENCE.

I

Love unites hearts; but it unites especially wills. Hence
‘the greatest proof of truelove for God is submission and con-
formity to His most Holy Will.

As was the love, so, consequently, was the submission of St.
Vincent de Paul. No one, before acting, ever asked with more
simplicity: « Lord what will Thou have me to do9’—(AcTs
ix, G). None ever separated with more care, in all his
thoughts, in all his aftections, all that came from man from
that which came from God, in order to cast aside the one, and
adhere to the other. None, during the course of an action, or
enterprise, ever regulated himself more constantly according
$o the plan traced out by the Divine Will. He practiced this
corformity to the will of God, not c¢nly in regard to his own
personal condnct, but also in all his good works for hig
aeighbor, and in 2ll that related to his congregation. Lest he
Tight anticipate God he never took the initiative in any
project or {omndation, and before commencing to act he
awaited an external impulse whizh he looked upon as the
invitation and approbation of Providence. If there were
question of subjects, or of an cstablishment, or of a temporal
advantage for his community, he accepted it only as from the
bhand of God which he perceived both in the nature and
circumstances of the proposition made ; and if he, afterward,
labored to preserve the goods he had received it was simply
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because God so wished it; for respect, gratitude and love for-
the giver require that we prize and utilize his gifts. His
invariable law was to await the Divine Will and never to lore-
stall it, when known to render obedience to it as to a sover-
eign, to follow it, no matter at what cost, be it of labor, or of
property, or of honor, or, even if necessary, of life itself.

When once he knew this will, either by interior inspiration or
by an external command or counsel, he straightway conformed
his own to it and directed all his intentions, which he was

careful to renew from time to time,lest anything foreign should

glide in. He submitted with palience and resignation,

nay more, with joy and affection, sacriicing all his na-

tural repugnances. to this will as revealed to him in

events that are absolutely of its own domain, such as sickness,.
losses, afflictions, and all the other accidents of this life.

Resignation to the good pleasure of «God, no matter how
painful, is, in truth, a sign of submission to IIs Adorable Will
In the most distressing events but a single word, “God be-
blessed, God be blessed,” the perfect expression of his acquies-
cence in the dispositions of Providence, came from the lips, or
‘rather from the heart of St. Vincent. "

But above and beyond resignation thereis still something
that subdues, but does not des'roy, nature; and this is holy
indifterence. Vincent went to such a degree of obedience to
the will of God that he accomplished it both in his person
‘and in his works. Health or sickuess, life or death, all
was equal. He took, with indifference, nourishment, remedies,
‘even those for which he had the greatest repugnance, or those
he knew to be unsuitable for him, being no less content
with the evil cffects than with the happiest results,

Indifferent in regard to himself, he was none the less so in
regard to the growth and progress of his congregation. He
was told that to obtain good subjects he should establish his
congregation in large cities. He answered: ¢« We can take no
steps towards establishing ourselves in any locality whatever
it we desire to follow the ways of God and the usages of the
ongraegatioun; for, up to the present time, His Providence has
called us to those places where we now are, without our having
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sought {hem either directly orindirectly. Now, it is impossible
that this rosignation to God which keeps ns in dependence on
His direction be not very agreeableto Him, more particularly
since it destroys the promptings of nature, which under pretext
of zeal lor the glory of God, often urge us to undertake projects
that He neither iuspires nor blesses. He knows whatis suitable
for us, and if, like true children, we abandon ourselves to so good
a Father, He will give it tous at the proper moment. Certainly
were we . pursuaded of our unprofitableness, we would be far
from meddling in the work of another, unless invi:ad, and
would use no means to have ourselves preferred to other laborers
whom, perhaps, God has destived for the work.”

A proposal very advantageous to his community was made
him,and he answered,on the 30th ofJaunuary, 1656: ¢ I think we
will do well to let that atfair rest for awhile in order to blunt

- the impetuosity of nature which wants profitable things done
immediately, as also to exercise curselves in holy indifference,

_and allow Cur Lord to make knowp His will, whilst, in the

. meantime, we will recommend the matler to Him in .praver.
If He will the thing to be done, the delay will hurt nothing,
and the less we appear in it the more will He be present.”

The death of his best missionarics, of his dearest children,
could not remove him Irom his beloved indifference. He
recommended them, whilst sick, to the prayers of the commu-
nily, in this wisz ¢ We will pray God that it may bLe pleasing
to Him to preserve this gond missionary, submitting ourselves,
however, entirely to His Divine Will. For we must believe,
and it is true, that not only this sickness but also the maladies
of others,and in a word, all that happens to the congregation is
done but by His holy direction and for the good of the
congregation. Hence in praying to God for health for the sick,
and for relief in other necessities, let it be always with the
condition, if such be his good pleasure and for his greater
glory.” His invariable formula in announcing their death’s
was: “l1t has pleased God to deprive us of such a missionary.”
And he added: I have no doubt but that the death of this
person, who was dear to us, has alfected us deeply ; but, God
be praised, you have also told Qur Lord He has done well
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take him from us and that you would not wish Him to have
done otherwise. since such was His good pleasure.”

II

St. Vincent reduced this conduct,so admirable in submission
and holy indifference, to theory in his raxims, in the letters he
wrote and in the instructions which he addressed to his com-
munity. ““To conform,” said he, “in all things to the will
of God, and to take pleasure only in it,is to lend the lifenf an
angel on earth, it is even to live the life of Jesns Christ. . . . .
Our Lord is in continual communion with those virtnous
souls who hold themselves. faithfully and eonstantly united
to His Holy Will, who have no other will but His.”

This doctrine came from his distrust in men and his confi-
dence in God. “He said: ‘“In regard to Divine things I
place no more reliance in human means than I would in- the
assistance of the Devil. The things of God are done by
themselves, and true wisdom consists in following Providence
:step by step. And let us convinee oursclves of the truth of a
‘maxim that appears paradoxical: ¢Thut he,who hurries in the
things of God, recedes” (To Coduing, 15th of May, 1643,
and 6th of Aug. 1644.) Again: ““A weathercock is no more
subject to the movemeant of the air than is the spirit of man to
external agitation. . . . God be praised for having willed
that all earthly things be uncertain and perishable, in order
that in Him alone we would seek stability for our projects and
our works, for, then, all that happens will turn to our profit.”
{26th and 31st of Aug. 1657.) ¢ May it be pleasing, then, to
the goodness of God to give us part in the eternal thought
which he Has of Himself whilst perpetually governing this
world and providing for the needs of all His creatures even to
. the smallest insect. Oh! how we must labor to acquire a par-
ticipation in this spirit.” (To Portail, 25th of Aug. 1638.)
And he explained further this government of God to which we
must sobmit, and subordinate our conduet: “God is not
governed in His works according to our views and desires.
‘We should content ourselves to turn to best account the little
talents that He has placed in our bands, withont desiring to
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have greater. If we be faithful in small things He will place
us over more important ; but thatis His concern,net ours. Let
Him act,and let us withdraw ourselves still further into ourown
shell. The congregation wus begun without any intention on our
part,it has been mnultiplied by the hand of God 2lone.and hasbeen
called everywherc by superior orders, without our contributing
in anything save obedience. For more than twenty years I
did not dare usk of God the extension and propagation of the
congregation, considering that, i’ it be His work, to His Provi
dence alone should be left the careof its conservation and in-
crease. But by dint ol thinking of the recommendation which
is given us in the Gospel, to ask Him to send luborers into His
harvest, I have become satisfied of the importance and utility of’
thisdevotion. Let uscontinue it. God will receive this aband-
onment as very agreeable, and we will be in peace. The spirit
of the world is very restless, und desires to do everything.
Let us leave it there; we do not wish to choose oar path, but
towalk in ‘hat which it is pleasing to God to point out to us.
Let us estcem ourselves unworthy to be employed or that men
should think of us; we will be happy. Let us offer ourselves
to Him to do and to suffer everything for His glory and for the
edification of His Church; He wants nothing more. Ii He
desires results, they ar2 in His power, not in curs. In His
presence let cur wills and our hearts expand, ready for anything -
without determining on any till He shall have spoken. In the
meantime, let us beg Him to give us the grace to labor in the
exercise of the virtues that Our Lord practised in llis hidden
life.” (To the ladies, 25th of Aug. 1659.) ’

1le condemned tlike confidence and natural eagerness in
action, as discouragement und sadness in misfortune, all appear-
ingtohim to be derived from want ol a submission to Providence. -
Hewrote: “Iwiiltell you two thingsin regard to theinquietude
and melancholy you say yoa have when things do not go right,
with you. The first is, that it is God, and not men, who makes
things go well, and He, sometimes, either to show us we can
do nothing ourselves, or to exercise our patience, permits that.
they lurn out otherwise than we wish. And the second is,
that you trust too much in your own power of direction, being
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of the opinion that as you love good order it depends on you
to preserve it ; and hence it is that, not being able to succeed
you grizve cxcessively, whereas were you firmly convinced that
all you can do is to spoil, you would be astonished that things
were not far worse,and you would remain as tranquil in events
that appear to you contrary and disagreeable,as in success, know-
ing that it is God who thusorders things. I beg of you,then, to
regard all things in the light of His Providence, doing humbly
and carefully all that depends on you to contribute to their
success, and for the result, submit to the good pleasure of God.”
(To M. Perneile, in Geneva, 22d of Nov. 1658.)

~ Obstacles and misfortunes seemed to him forerunners of
success; and to show this he made use of the following in-
genious comparison: ‘“There is reasonto hope that, as with
fruit-trees, so willit be with you; for the more a long and
severe winter checks and retards them, the deeper root Lhey
take and the more fruit they bear.” (To M. Des Dames, in
Poland, 20th of Jure, 1659.)

We see that he varied the application of the same doctrine
according to the circumstances and the needsof each onc. To
a pastor who desired to exchange his parish he said: ¢ Pray
and take counsel, for tuc question is to know whether God
wishes you to leave the spouse He has give you ;” to superiors
of houses who made known to him their fears of loss, or per-
secution: “ Nothing will happen but what is pleasing to God ;
He is master not only of what we posses,but also of our lives,and
it is but proper that He dispose of all according to His Diviae
Will;” to those who complained of their physical infirmities,
or their spiritnal dryness: ““Remain subject to the good
pleasure of God ; rest content in every condition in which it
will please Him to place you, and, as long so you know it to
be agreeable to Him, never desire to leave it. This is the
most excellent and the most sublime exercise that a Christian,or
even a priest,can practice on eurth.” To Mademoiselle Le
Gras, who was very uneasy on account ol the sickness of Mr.
Portail, the then director of the Danghters of Charity, he said:
“We must fight against that which gives pain, we must rend
our hearts, or soften them soas to prepare them for everything.
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It appears that Our Lord wishes to take away Ilis part of the
little congregation ; it i)e]ongs entirely to Him, as I'trust, and He
has a right to do with it as He pleases ; for myseif, my greatest
wish is to desire only the accomplishment of His holy will.
I cannot express to you Lere how far advanced our dear sick
one isin this practice, and it is for this reason,it seems,that our
dear Lord desires to piace him where he can continue it more
happily for all eternity. Oh! who will give us this gracs of
submission of our senses and of our reason to this Adcrable
Will? It will be the author of hoth the senses and reason,
providsd we nse them only in Him and for Him. Let us pray
that both you and I have only the same will with Him and in
Him, for this is Paradise on ecarth.” He said to her again,
when anxiety in regard to the conduct and the future of her
son caused her torments: ¢ Give both son and mother to our
Lord, and He will render good account of both; only permit
Him to do His will in you and in him; seek this same will in
all your exercises and desire no other practlce, for this alone is
sufficient to make youentirely God’s. Oh! but itrequireslittle
to be a saiut! The most sovereign, and almost only, means is to
accustom yourself to do in all things the will off God.” On
another occasion, when she begged him to point out the evil
of her soul, whick she thought was the cause of her bodily
ailment, he said: ‘I can indicate no other cause of your sick-
ness than the good pleasure of God. Adore, then, this good
pleasure without inquiring whence it is that God rejoices in
seeing you suffering. Ilc is giorified greatly by our
abandonment to lis direction without discussing the reason of
His will, unless it ke that Iis will is the reason, and His reason,
Ilis will. Let us, therefore, abandon ourselves to it as Isaac dld
to the will of Abraham, and as Jesus Christ to the will of His
Father.”

And his joy was great when he perczived that his children
walked in this holy practice. IIe wroteto oneof them: ¢ God
be praised that you are ready to do, in cverything and every-
where, His most holy will, and to go live and die wherever
it may be agreeable to Him to call you! "Thisis the disposition
of good servants of God and of really apostolic men who are
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attached to nothing; it is the mark of the true childrer of
God who are always prepared to correspend to the designs of”
s0 good a Ifather. With lively sentiments of tenderness and
gratitude I thank Him for you, not donbting but that your
heart, thus preparcd, will abundantly receive the graces of
heaven so that you may do a great deal of good on earth;
and such is my prayer to His Divine Gcodness.”

In one or twoof his conierences he condensed, and thoroughly
expounded, this doctrine which is found scattered in hundreds
of bis letters, and given in fragments in his numerous familiar-
discourses. “The perfection of love,” he says, ‘“ does not
consist in cestasies but in properly doing the will of God ; and
He, wlose will is most conlormable to that of God, will be,
among men, the most perfect. IHence our perfection consists.
in so uniting our will to the will of God that Ilis and ours
may be but one and the sume will; and he who will excel
more in this point will be the more perfect. When our Lord
withed to tecach the young man, mentioned in the Gospel, the
means to arrive at perfection, Hesaid tohim : ¢ /f anyone wil?
come after me, let Lun renounce himself, take up lis cross,
and jfollow Me’  DBut. I ask you, who renounces himself
more, or bears the cross of mortification better, and follows
Jesus Christ more perfectly than he who studies never to do
his own will, but always the will of God? The Seripture also
tells us in some other place that he who adheres to God has
but one mind with him. Now, I ask you, who adheres more per-
fectly to God than he who does only the will of Ged and never
his own, who wishes and desires only what God wishes? Oh,
Jbut thisis a short and easy way to acquire in this life a great
treasure of graces.”

* Oh, then what happiness for the Christian! ¢ Sec in what
holy dispositions He posseses his life, and the blessings thxt ac-
company all that Hedoes. He holds to God alone, and God con-.
ducts Him in every thing and in cvery place; so that he can
say to Him as did the prophet: ¢ Z%ow last held me by my
right hand, and by thy will thow hast conducted me. (Ps.
LXvII, 24) God leads Him, s it were. by the right hand, and
he, in turn, keceping Himself' in entire submission to this
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Divine guidance, can e seen to-morrow, after to-merrow, the
entire week, the cntire year,in fine, all his lite, in prace and
tranquillity, in fervor continually advancing towards God and
constantly infusing into the souls of those around him the
swect and salutary effects of the spirit that animates him. If
you compare him with those who fcllow their own inclinations
you will sec that his actions shed a brilliant light and bear

rich fruits; a notable progress is 1'emarked in his person ; a |

force and energy in all his words ; God gives a special blessing
to all his works, and accompanies with hh grace the designs
he undertakes for Him and the counsels he gives others; and
his cvery action gives great edification. But, on the other
hand, we see that persons attached to their own inclivations
have thoughts only of carth ; their fanguage is the langnage
of sluves; and their works are lifeless. The difference arises
from this, that they attach themsclves to creatures while
the former separates himself from them. Nature acts in
base souls, and grave in those thut elevate (hemselves to
God, and breathe but His will.”

But it is in the conference of the 7th of Mareh, 1659, that
we find this doctrine of submission to the will of God fully
explained, in its motives, m2u1as and practice, nccording to the
usual manner which the Saint styled the LirTLe METHOD:

¢¢ Motives. -—- 1. The exercise that consists in always doing
the will of God is the most excellent, for it embruces
indifferencs, pure intention, and all the practices and exercises
of perfection. Who is there more indifferent than he who
does the will of God in everything, who seeke-himself in none,
and who wishes what he miay lawfully wish only because God
so desires? Can therc be any person more free, of purer and
more perfect intention ?

2. It is certain that actions, dene after a human manner,
mechanically, unless they have a worthy end, such as to ac-
complish the will of God, are dead. Meditation, preaching,
working without discretion, assisting at oftice, are but so many
inanimate actions; they sre a money that bas no value, vot
having the stamp, for God does not regard our works save in-
asmuch as He sees Himsell in them, and inasmuch as they
are performed for His sake.

.
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¢ Our. father, Adamin the Garden of Paradise was a tree that
naturally bore fruit agreeable in the cyes of its Lord; but sin
in severing his will from that of God rendered him incapable
of doing anything that might be pleasing to Him ; ard we
who spring from this tainted source have, humanly speaking,
the same inability.

“There are theologians who think that all that is not done
for God is sin ; but if it be not sin, it is at least useless.

«3. It was the maxim and practice of our Lord to do the
will of His Iather in everything. Oh, My Saviour, what
prominence and what brilliancy thon givest to the exercise
of your virtues! Thou art the King of Giory, and yet Thou
camest into the world to do but the will of IIim who sent
Thee! This sacred disposition was most dear to Him: ¢ My
willy He said, < is to do the will of Him who sent Me.” (John
1v. 34 O, My Saviour, that was Thy practice! St. John
had that of penance, he was full of the desire to practice it
and to persuade othersto do it. TIor it was fer that He camec
into the world. And Thou, O Lamb of God, Thou who
takest away the sins of the world, Thou camest full of ardor
to do, and to inculeate the will of Thy Iather. ZElias.
had a burning zcal for the glory ef God; he put everything
to fire and flames in order to imprint on the heart: of men
fear and respect. Aud Thou, My Saviour, Thou wert animated
with that sweet and incomparable desire that the will of God
be done by all His creatures. It is for that reason Thon hast
placed in the Lord’s Prayer: ¢ Thy will be done.” Thou hast
wizhed that all men would do, and would demand, what? the
will of the ITeavenly Father ; where? on earth and in Heaven ;.
and how ? as the angels and saints do, promptly, completely,
coustantly, lovingly. I am sure thereis not one here present
who has not, to-day, endeavored to perform some actions that
of themselves urc good and holy ; and yet it may be that God
has rejected them, because they were done through your own:
. will.  Ts it not this that the prophet declared when he said, on
the part of God: ‘I do not want your fasts, by whieh in
thisking to honor e yeu do me the contrary; because, when
you fast you do your own will, and by this will yow spoil and
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vitiate your fust’ Now, the same may be said of all other
works of piety. The presence of our own will taints our
devotions, our labors, and our peretential works. For twenty
years, I have never read in the IToly Mass the Epistie, taken
from the 58th Chapter of Isaias, without being greatly troubled.

““What, then, must be done, not to lose onr time and our
labor? This, that we never act throngh motivgs of sclf-in-
terest, from inclination, humor, or fancy; but accustom our-
selves to do the will of God in all things — I sayin all, and
not in part, for thiz is the peculiar effect of grace, to render
the person and action agrecable to God.  Jesus Christ said
that many will eall out: ¢ Lord, Lord, heve we not prophesied,
and in Thy name cast owt devils, and done many wonderful
worksin Thy namc?’ <1 never knew you,” Ile will answer, ‘I
never knew you; depart from Me, you that work iniquity.”
‘But, Lord, dost Thou call works of iniquity the prophesies
and miracles we have performed in Thy name?  “Ratire from
Me, ye wicked,” He will say to them ; ‘I never knew you.” Who
then are they that will enter the Kingdom of ITeaven? Those
who will perform the willof God. O, My Saviour! give us the
grace to De filled with the desire not to bear wild fruit,
but that all we produce be for, and by Thee, so that all may
be pleasing in the eyes of Thy Iather.

“But naw, how shall we do the will of Ged? The things to
to be done are either forbidden, or commanded, or indifferent.
In regard to works commanded or forbidden, it is the Will o:
God that we do the first and abstain from the second. How
does a child do the will of his fathcr, or a subjeet that ol his
king? 1In performing what they ordain. and in refraining
from what they forbid; the child docs so, to honor its father.
and the subject, in obedience to his king. In like muanner
will we do thewill of God ii, in doing what is commanded, and
not doing what is prohibited, we have the intention of glorify-
ing this admirable father, and of lovingly obeying this king
of love. 'We must obsy when He commands directly or in-
directly, that is to say, by Himsell, or by the Church, for the
Church is Hisspouse and He is the futher of the family, and
He desires His children to obey their mother as Himself.
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“There are actions that are indifferent, some of whichare
agrecable to na‘ure, others disagrecable, and slill others that
are neither the one nor the other. -

“Between two indifferent actions, one agreeable,and the
other disagreeable to uature,I should, in order not to live
according to the flesh, choose the latter. If, for instance, I
have my choice to visit either of two persons, one of whom I
know will be pleasing, whilst the other will be less so, or not
at ali, I should, zccording to tie rule, prefer the second to the
first. T exeept the case wherein there is no choice, as when
there is an obligation to go where my inclination leads ; for then
the will of God being made manifest by the command, we
shonld seck thercin His pleasure, and net ours. With regard
to actions that are neither agreeable, nor disagreeable, as to be
seated, or to remain standing, to go by one way, or another, I

do them tortuitously ; and in so doing there would seem to be ’

no merit.  Yet, by offering them to God and in doing them
in the name of our Lord, as St. Pzul teaches, they may be
made meritorious.

“There is a fourth manner wherein we may know the will
of God, and that is by inspiration: for God often enlightens
the undersranding and moves the heart. But in order not to
be cec:ived, we mmust use the salt of discretion. Amid a
number of thoughts and sentiments there are found many
apparently good, which, however, do not come from God, and
are not according to His good pleasure. We must, therefore.
cxamine them carefully in prayer, considering their motives
and their object, propose them to the learned, take advice in
relation to them with our directors, who are for us the deposi-
tories of Divine Wisdcm ; and in doing what they direct we
will do the will of God.

“We will periorm it,again, in doing what is reasonable, accord-
ing to this prayer of the Church: *Grant, we bescech Thee,
0 God, that always thinking righily, wemay accomplish in word
and act Eicse things which are ploasing to Thee’ To do a
thing which appears reasonaile is, then, to do the will of God.
This, it n.ust always be undeistcod, is to be taken with the
grain of salt of Christian prudence,and with the advice of
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those who direct us,for it may happen that the thing to be
done m:y be reasonable jn itself, but not in its circumstances
of time, place, or manner.

““To do the will of God in the ways we have suid is to do it
actively. It is done passively when we acquiesce in what
God docsin us, as in unforeseen cvents. A motive forconsolation
surprises us; we receive uews, what will I say ? of the conversion
of some important personige or of ua cntirs ('ouhtry ; or that
God is iervently served by persons whom we love; or tha: peace
is re-established between two princes whose dissensions gave
great scandal to the Church. We must receive this as coming
from the hand oi God, and rejoice in spirit as did our Lord
when He returned thanks to His Father forhaving revealed
His secrets to the simpla. On the other hand, some cause
for sorrow overtakes wus such as sickness, loss, calumny.
This, too, we must accept as cnming from the hand of God.
beczuse it is His pleasure to try us in that way, and becaunse
Iic it is who sends all afflictions. ¢ Shall here be cvil in the
city, which the Lord hath not done?’ (Amos 36.) Our Lord in
the Garden of Olives, meditating on the torments that Ie
was about to suffer, regarded them as wiiled by His Facher,
and. we should say with Him: <Le! not my will be done, O
Lord, but Thiye !’

‘“Means: The first is taught us in the Lord’s Prayer:
€Thy will be done;’ flor our Lord, baving placed theze
wordsin our daily prayer, desiras that, every day, we ask of Him
the grace to do His will ag it is done in Heaven, periectly and
without cessing, with a simple aud unvaried conformity of
our own. 2d. Let us accustom ours:lves to say this prayer
not only with our lips, but also to practice it. Let us begin
to-morrow, this very hour, and say to God: Lord,in order to
glority Thee, I wish to ohey and to do all that will be made
manifest to me in Thy name. In this manner let us
enliven our will and frequently renew our particular intent-
ion. But, you will tell me, I do not remember, I am for
hours, for entire hal{ days, without thisking fo off:r to
Him what I do. We must humble oursclves very much for-
this, aud be sorry for the loss of merit in so many actions,
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or, at least, of the pleasure that God otherwise wonld have
received had they been offered to Him. And to supply for
this defect let each onz, on rising in the morning, make
God a general oblation of all the actions of the day, and
afterward renew the offering once or twice during the course
of the morning, and as often during the afternoon, saying
to Him: My God, be pleased to accept all the motions of my
heart and of my body ; draw them to Thee; I offer them with
all my labors and my suffering! The more we do this, the
casier will it become and the more advantage will we tind in
it. By this mecans, we will acquire new motives for loving,
and love will cause vs to perseverc and grow in this holy
practice, Alas! how many there are, even in the world, who
do not lose sight ol God. I lately met a person. who made
it a matter of conscience for having failed three times in
one day in the recollection of the presence of God.  These
peopls will bsour judges and will, one day, condemn us
before the Divine Majesty for our neglect—we who have nothing
else to do but tolove God, and to testify our love by our services,
and by our every movement. Lot us beg of our Lord, then,
to grant us the grace to say with Him: <My meat is to do
the will of Him that sent mie” (John iv, 34.) Thy delight, O
Savior of the world, Thy ambrosia and thy nectar was to co
the will of Thy Father. Weare Thy children, and we throw
oursclves into Thy arms, inorder to imitate Thy practices.
Give us this grace; for, as of ourselves we are powerless, we
ask it of Thec, and from Thea we hope for it; but witha con-
fidence and with a strong desire to follow Thee.”

Absolute submission to the Will of God produces resignation

and holy indifference, one act of which, said St. Vincent, “is

worth more than a hundred thousand temporal *successes.”
Whether events happened by the express will of God, or were
come to pass simply by His permission, the saint still wished
resignation to God’s good: pleasure “in order to suffer all that
may be pleaging to Him,and as much, and for as long a time
as He may please. This is the great lesson taught by the
Son of God; and those who are docile, and imprint it deeply
in their hearts ave in the first class in the school of this
Divine Master. And, for my part, I know of nothing more
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holy, or of greater perfection than this resignation when it
leads to complete renunciation of self, and to holy indifference
for all claszes of conditions, sin excepted, no matter how we
may have been placed in them. Let ushold to this idea, and:
let us pray to God to bestow on wus the grace to remain
constantly in this indifference.”

Here, again, the saint multiplied and diversified his -
instructions according to the necessities of cach one. ““O,
sir,” said he to one, *“ how beautilul an ornamert is holy
indifference in a missionary, since it makes him so pleasing to
God that he who possesses it will always be preferred by Him
to all other workers in whom He will not see this disposition
oY indifference in regard to the accomplishment of His designs.
If we ever were once divested of all self-will, we would then
be in a condition o perform with assurance the will of God
—u will in which the angels find all their felicitv and men
all their happiness” To another, he wrote: ‘I give God
infinite thanks for the disposition that He has given you to go
‘to foreign countries, or not to go, but to remain where you
are, according as you may, or may not be sent. Iloly
indifference for all things is the state of the perfect; and
yours gives me hope that God will be glorified in and by you;
such is my heartfelt prayer. And I beg of you, my dear sir,
to ask of Him, for us all, the grace to abandon ourselves
entirely to his holy conduct. We should serve Him sccording
to His good pleasure, and we should renounce our own choice,
both as regards locality and employment. That we belong to
God is enough to induce us to wish to belong to Him in the
most perfect manner, and, like His best children, be honored
with the title of servaunts of the Gospel, by which our Lord
desires to be made known and served. And what matters it to
us, how, or in what place, provided it be done? And most
assuredly will it be if' we allow Him to act.”

In his conference to the Daughters of Charity, as also in
those to his missionarics, he gave fully his ideas and views
on holy indifference. He said to the Daughters of Charlty,
( 14th of December, 1659 ): “ The state of indifference is the
statce of the angels who, at the least sign, are ever prepared to
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-accomplish willingly, both in heaven and on earth, the wishes
-of God, desiring to do only what He commands them. Thus
-gcts the indifferent soul. Again, it resembles the “angels in
this, thut they, no matter what may be their employment,
never Dse sight of God, but contetmplate Him everywhere and
in 21l things. It regards the will ot God in whatever it is
given to do, and is equally content wherever sent, just as the
«angels, who, since their only enjojment is to acconiplish the
will of God, are as happy in being the guardians of a wicked
man a3 of a man oi virtue. The soul that is possessed of
indiflerence resembles the angels,then, in three ways: 1st, in
-a8 much as it always walks in the presence of God; 2d, since
it is always prepared to do His holy will without solicitude as
to the mauner; and 3d, in this that it is as much, and more
-content, in occuptions that are lowly than in those that are
wlevated  On the other hand,a soul that is wanting in
indifference, and that desires to bz in such an employment, or
in such a place, in preferance to another, may be styled a
demon. Never to wish to do the will of God, but ever to do
one’s own, is the spirit of thedemon. It is true that he does
the will of God in hall, as h2 did when, at the command of
Our Lord, he entered the swine, but it is by constraint and in
spitc of himself. And as the demon carries his hell with him
everywhere, and is devoured by flames even when in the bodies
of the possessed, so, too, a soul that is flled with a thousand
desires, and at one time wishes this, and at another, that
employment, never has any {rue p2ace. This unrest is its
hell.”

But, to have theinstructions of the saint on this subject in
theirentivety, we must listen to his conference to his missionaries,
on the 16th of May, 1659. ¢« Indiit:rence,” he says, “is a
state of virtue in which man detaches himself from creatures
to uuite himscdf to the Creator. It is mot a virtue, but a
state,wherein virtue acts,wherein the heart detaches itself irom
those things that hold itcaptive. Where is the loving heart?
In the thing that i% loves; consequently, where our love is,
there is ourheart captive. It cannot leave, it caunnot rise,
it cannot go either to the right or to the left; it remains
fixed., Wherever the treasure of the avaricious is, there, too, is
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his heart, and where 6ur heartis, there is our treasure., And
what is deplorable, the ohj:cts that hold usin slavery are,
ordinarily speaking, the m)st unworthy. What! a nothing,
an imagination, a short word that is addressed to us, an absence
of kindly greeting, a little relusul, the thought merely that
enough ado is not made about us, all thisso wounds and sores
us that we canhnot be cared, we do not know how to escape,
we are always affected and held captive by it. Th= peculiar
property of indifference is <o take away irom us all fecling
and all desire, to detach us from ourselves and from every
creature. This isits office, this the happiness to which it
leads, provided it be active, provided it labors. And how?
To know ourselves we must s'udy ourselves, we must say to
to ourselves: ¢Now, my soul, whas are thy affections? What
do we licld dear? What is it that captivates us? Do we
possess the liberty of the children of God, or are we bound to
worldly goods, to our own eisc, to honors? We must
examine to discover our bonds in order to break them.

€ God, having sent His Son into the world to redecem us,
made us His children, and the cowardly man, who allows
himself {o be overcome by crcatures, is a ¢lave; and, losing
the liberiy of the children of God, hc scems to utter an

-eternal blasphemy, as if he said that God is not His Fatker,

or that God is less lovable than that which he loves, or the
pleasures that captivate him.

““To what did the Son of God attach Himself? You know
how He was subject to the Will of His Father. By the mouth
of the Prophet-King, He compures Himself to an animal subject
to the willlof its master. His perlect resignation readily sugeests
that of the animal "that has neither choice nor desire. With
it you do as vou please ; it is always ready t5 go out, to receive
a saddle or a pack-saddle, to be attached to a plow, or to stand
still. To it everything is indifferent ; it permits any treat-
ment, it has no preference [or its stable, nor inclination to go
this way rather than that; it hasno attachment. Have you
not, in passing, often seen mules drawn up before a ga‘e?
Sometimes five and six together, all await the coming of the
person who has charge, and when he has come they star: off.
They turn to the right, or to the lefr, as he chooses, and they

~
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stop as soon us he says the word. They ave totally indifferent.
“Lam tecome as a beast before thee’ (I’s. xxii, 23) ¢ This
is how I am,” says our Lord, in order to show us that He was
cver ready to do whatever God wished.. Oh, what tractable-
mes: . ()1, what abandonment! And what was the result: ¢ And
1 am clways with thee’  He was always with God.

““What does he who is perfectly submitied to the orders of
Divine Providence? IIe acts as the dumb beast, which is
ready for whatever is demunded, whenever, and however it
may be demanded. And what do I, when I thus abandon
myself ? T attract God, because I have no will. ¢ Z%ow Last
{ed me by my right hand, and by Thy Will Thou hast
conducted me. (Ps. xxii. 24.) If T have done any good it is
Thoun who hast guidad me; the least sign of Thy Will was
sufficicnt for me, I am become as a beast of burden before
Thae; IThave submitted to contempt, to suffering and to all
the dispositions of Thy good pleasure ; and hence it i3, O Lord
that my occupations are pleasing in Thy sight.

““Do you not see the happy success of those that are in this
disposition of indifference? They adhere to God alone, and
God is their guide. You can find them to-morrow, the entire
week, all the year, all thewr life-time, in peace, in favor and in
tontinual love for God, and always diffusing around them the
sweet and salutary cffects of the workings of God within them.
And compare the indifferent with those who are not so, and
you will see, on the one side, actions all resplendent with light
and rich in fruit ; advancement in the entire person, foree in
words, enterprises blessed, grace attending connsels given, and
* the good odor of sanctity accompanying every action: ¢ And
by Thy Will Thou hast conducted me” (DPs. xxii.24) DBut, on
the part of those given up to their own satisfaction, you can
find only thoughts of earth, speech of slaves, and works that
are dead. The difference, then, between them is, that these .
unite themselves to creatures, whilst those separate themselves
from them ; that nature animafes low souls, whilst grace
vivifies those that raise themseives to God, and breathe but
His Will. Therefore is it that the latter may say, alter a
manner, with Our Lord : ¢ Thou hast received me with glory.”
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(Ps. xxii. 24) Thon hast given me power both in heaven and
on earth.

€“Oh, My God, I know that is bpeantiful, and I havo
a strong desire to act in that way, and I see only too plainly
that I am held captive. I find difficulty in detaching myself
irom things that T like; T suffer because I do not preach,
because 1 am not employed, because I am not suited, because
I am not in good veputs. I will have a great deal of' trouble
in bearing with -perzons of every sort of disposition, but with
Thy help, my God, I will do all. T do not ask to he an angel,
norlike an apostlo ; what I desire is simply the submissive dispo-
sition you give to animals, the strength cf endurance you give
to soldicrs, and a firmness similar to the sready adherence they
manifest for the military order. Oh, my brethren, we should
blush for shame to sec ourselves sarpassed by simple, common
soldiers, and even by the poor beasts of the field, in things that
are so agreeable to God that Eis S8on Himself has wished to
perform them.

€ Ah! great St. Peter, you said well that you had abandoned
all, and you proved it clearly when, having rccognized your
Master on the shore, and having heard His well-beloved

‘disciple say to you: ©1¢ is the Lord, (John xxi. 7), you cast

vourself into the water to go to Him. You did not think of
the vessel, nor of your clothing, no, nor of your life itself, but
only of yoar Divine Savior, who was your all. And you, O,
St. Paul, great apostle, who, endowed with a most special
grace {rom the moment ol your conversion, practiced so
perfectly this virtue ‘of indifference in saying: ¢ Lord what
will Thou have me to do”  (Actsix, ).

“This language marked a wonderful change and a
detachment that could only be the sudden effect of grace, St.
Puaul having been, in an instant, rendered indifferent to his

1aw, his commiszion, lis pretentions, and his sentiments, and

placed in a state so perfect that he was unsolicitous, and
ready for all that God might demand of him. II, then, these

great saints so cherished and practiced this virtue of

indifterenca we should imitate them, and follow after them ;
for the missionaries do not belong to themselves, but to Jesus
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Christ, Who wishes to so dispose of them that {hey do as He
has done, and suffer after His example. ‘As the Father has
sent me,” said He to llis apostles and disciples, “so do I send
you, and as they have persecuted Me so will they persecute
you.

#¢ After all these considerations, should we not empty our
hearts of ail desire, save that of rendering ourselves coniormable
to Jesus Christ, and of all will, but that of obedience? I
think you all are in this disposition, and T trust that God
will give us this grace. Yes, my God. I hope it for myself the
very first, for [ have so much need of it by reason of my many
miserics and my many attachments from which I see myself
almost poivcrless to withdraw, and which cause me, in my old
age, to cry out with David: « Lord have pity on me.” But
you wili be edified, my brethren, when I tell you that we have
amongst us weak and infirm old men who have asked to be
sent to the Indies, and have asked even whilst suffering from
their infirmitics, which were not shight. Whence comes such
courage ? 1t is because their hearts are free; they go willingly
and joyfully wheresoever God wishes to be known and adored,
and nothing but IHis holy will keeps them here. And we

others, my brethren, all of us, were we not cntangled in some °

wretched briers, should we not, each one of us, say in his heart :
‘My God, I give mysell to Thee to be sent any piace on this
carth to which my superiors w1l judge proper I should go to
aunounce Thy Holy Name, and even should I die, then 1 will
still dispose myself to go, knowing well that my salvation is in
obedience, and obedience is Thy Holy Will.” Those who are
not in this disposition of mind should strive to know what it is
chat draws them one direction more than another, so that, by
means of continual mortification, both interior and exterior,
they may attain, with the help of God, to the liberty of the
children of God, which is holy indifference.”

With the intention of teaching the lesson more vividly, and of
rendering it more effective, the saint would take oceasion from
some severe loss that happened to befall the congregation, to
excite it to the practice of an indifference, pushed even to
heroism. Thus, in 1657, when the plague had snatched away



CONFORMITY TO THE WILL OF GOD. 47

nearly all his missionaries in Genoa, hie interrupts himself in
the course of & conference on confidence in God, and exclaims:
< 0, but is it not very true, gentlemen and my brethren, that
we should have great confidence in God, and place ourselves
entirely in His hands, being convinced that His Providence
will direct to our advantage all that it wishes, or permits to
happen to us? Yes, whatever God gives, and whatever He
takes away, is all for our good, because such is His good
pleasure, and His good pleasure is our aim and our happiness.
In this view, I make knewn to you the affliction which has come
upon us, and I can say, my brethran, in all truth, one of the
greatest that could fall upon us; it is that we have lost the
main stay and principal suppoert ol our house in Genoa. Mr.
Blatiron, the sup-rior of that house, who was a great servant of
God, is dead ; he is gone. But that is not all: the good Mr.
Dupont, who labored so joyfully in the service of those stricken
with the plague, who had so great a love for his neighbor,
such fervor and zeal in procuring the salvation ¢f souls, has
also been taken away by the distemper. One of our Italian
priests, Mr. Dominic Bocconi, a very virtuous and good mis-
sionary, as I have been informed, died in a pest-house in which
he shut himself so as to assist the poor plague-stricken
people of the country. Mr. Tratebas, who was likewise a true
servant of God, an excellent inissionary, and great in every
virtue, is also dead. Mr. Francis Vincent, whom you knew,
and who did not yield in anything tothe others, i3 dead. Mr.
Ennery, a prudent, pious, und exemplary man, is dead. It is
2ll over with them, gentlemen and my brothers ; the plague has
taken from us these stout workers; God has taken them to
Himself. Out ol ecight, but one remains, Mr. Le Juge, who,
having been stricken down, recovered and is now assisting the
other sick. Oh, My Savior, Jesus, whata loss and how great
an affliction! Now it is that we have great need to resign
ourselves thoroughly to the will of God; for, otherwise, what
can we do but usclessly weep and lament the loss of these
great servants of God who were so inflamed with zeal for His
glory? By resignation, however, after having sccorded a few
tears to our grier for the separaiion, we can elevate ourselves
bo God, and praise and bless Him for all these Josses, since it is
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by the disposition of His Divine Will that they are come upon
us. Yet, gentlemen and my brothers, can we say we lose those
whom God takes? No, we do not lose them,«and we should
believe that the ashes of -hese good missionaries will prove to
be the seed whence others will spring.  Rest assured that God
will not withdraw from this congregation the graces that he
bestowed upon them, but will give them to those who shall
have the zeal to go take their places,”



CHAPTER V.

PRESENCE OF GOD.

I

Love, uniting hearts and wills, annihilates space, and is
happy only in the presence or in the continual sight of the
object beloved. Vincent, full of love for God, took great care
not to lose, for a single instant, the thought of His holy and
amiable presence. Alone, or in public, in quiet or immersecd
in- duty. in joy as in sorrow, in the silence of his room, or in
the noise and distraction of the street, of the court. and of
meetings, he was constantly with God. always united to Him
in thought and in hesrt. No matter at what moment, or in what
place you met him, it was readily scen from his recollected
msnner, from his evenness of temper, from the nature and
sccent of his words, that God was ever present with him.
When asked a question, he invariably pansed befcre answering,
in order to reflect, and to consult God, and i* was in the name
of God, *“In the name of the Lord,” his ordinary formula, that
he gave a decision or an advice. Ie thought of God's
presence at least four times an hour; whenever the clock struck
he immediately uncovered himself. made the sign of the cross,
and raised his cyes to Heaven. Ordinarily, he kept them cast
down, and even closed, whenever he rode in a carriage. and he
spened them only to look upon the Crucifix of his rosary which
he always carried attached to his cincture. That he might not
see, nor be seen, and that he might the more easily entertain
himself with God he almost always closed the curtains of the
carriage. For that matter, however, the sight of creatures, far
from distracting him, only served to elevate him to their
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Creator. Ficlds covered with grain, trees laden with fruit
afforded him an occasion to bless the goodness of God and to
adore His .paternal Providence; flowers, birds, or any other
agreeable object would oceasion the exclamation: ¢ What is
-comparable to the beauty of God, Wko is the source of all the
beauty and perfection of His creatures? Is it not He who
lends them their lustre and their brilliancy ?” Most frequently,
however, he honored God, and kept himself united to Him in
depriving himsclf of the view of pleasinrg objects. and in
mortifying his senscs.

If he went on foot through the streets he preserved the same
recollection, and observed the same practice. In passing
before a church hLe would enter and prostrate himself with his
face to the carth. When the Angelus rang, whether he was in
the midst of a erowd, or at court, he uncovered, and fell on his
knees to recite it. Though all looked at him in admiration he
saw no one. The little children in the streets pointed him out
to each other, saying: ¢¢Sec. the Saint is passing.”

11

He counselled others to adopt what preved in his own case
a means to maintain the presence of God. Being onc day at
Court, in one of the grand salons which was all lined with
mirrors so that even the smallest inscet or grain of dust was
reflected, he was struck with a thought which he hastened to
communicate to his Community. **1f men” he said, ‘‘have
been able to represent, in this manner, ail that passes in a place,
even the least movement of the smallest thing, have we not
greater reason to believe that they arve all represented in the
grand mirror of the Divinity that fills all space, and contains
all in its immensity, and in which the Blessed see all things,
and particularly the good works of faithful souls, and conse:
quently all their acts of patience, of humility, of conformity to
the will of God, and of other virtues?”

Ile placed in different parts of the house of St. Lazarus the
words. **God sees me.” written in large characters. in order
to familiarize his chiidren with the thought of the presence of
God; and he desired tha! these tablets would be eonsidered as
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the eye of God looking on those passing, and visible to their
hearts. Of the cxercise of the presence of God he suid: ¢ Who-
soever is faithful to it, whosoever acquires an affection for it;
will soon attain to a very high degree of sanctity ” And he
said again: ‘“The thought of the presence of God will render
us familiar with the practice of constantly doing His will; the
remembrance of the Divine presence will establish itself, little by
little, in the mind, and, by His Grace, it will become a habit,
so that we will. at last,he animated by this Divine presence.”



CHAPTER V1.

PRAYER.

I.

Love is not coutent with the presence alone, it likewise
«demands converse with the object loved. Ile, then, who loves
God, is, ncecessarily, aman of prayer. Vincent de Paul had a
most religious and profound esteern for prayer; he had the
greatest relish for it, and it possessed for him the sweetest
attraction. ISivery morning he devoted onc hour to it:and in the
midst of the greatest multiplicity of affairs, and though he were
obliged to be bled. or to take medicine, he wouldnot permit the
consequent fatigne, no matter how severe. to prevent him from
being present on the morrow. He made his prayer on his
knees, in the church with his entire community. Not content
to conscerate to God the first fruits of the day he also gave
himself up to prayer during his long nights of sleeplessness, and
devoted to it cvery leicure moment that his duty or his labor
for the poor left him. Every year. be his engagements what
they might, he retired cight entire days to give himself up to
prayer, and in the meanwhile he interrupted the most holy
occupations. that he might the better entertain himselt with
God alone.

Atall times his prayer was fervent. Siglis of a love that he
could not control were heard escaping him, and he alone was
unconscious. What passed between God and him? Did his
prayer follow the ordinary way of considerations in the
understanding, and affections in the heart, or did it proceed
solely, without labor and without any effort of nature, from the
operation of the Divine Spirit? His humility carcfully con-
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ccaled all.  But when descending from the holy mountain, his
countenance at times appeared all resplendent, like unto that ot
Moses, and the ardor of his soul, illuminating his entire person,
cntered into his words and actions. His discourse at the
conclusion of prayer more than ordinarily burned with faith
and with charity: his humility, his mortification, his patience.
all his virtues shone with new lustre in his conduct.

I

He induced all those over whom he exercised any influcnee
to make this morning mental prayer, or meditution. He
«qesired that those preparing for the reception of orders and
those performing the exercises of retreat should be instracted
in it that they might take away with them. as the most
precious fruit cf their retreat, the habit of it, and the
resolution to continue it. He himself led the ecclesiastics of
his Conference, ancd even the ladies ot his Assembly, to
practice it.

He recommended it particularly to preachers. to catechists,
and to directors of souls. ‘“Mental prayer,” he said, *‘is a
great book for a preacher; itis there that he will draw from
the Eternal Word the Divine truths of which He is the source,
in order to diffuse them afterwards among the people; prayer
will fit him to touch the heart and to convert souls.”

But it was his own rmissionaries. both in their own intercst
and in behalf of the peorle. that he especially exhorted to the
practice of mental prayer. He said to them: *“Give me a man
of prayer, and he will be capable of everything; he can say with
the Apostle: ‘Ican do all things in Him who strengthens
and comforts me.’"” And he said: ‘“The Congregation of the
Mission will subsist as long as the exercise of mental prayer is
faithfully maintained in it, because prayer is like an impregna-
ble rampart that will protect the missionaries from cvery
assault; it is a mystic arsenal, or like the Tower of David
which will furnish all sorts of arms, not only for defence, but
also to attack and rout all the encémics of God's glory and of

" the salvation of souls.” '
He required that meditation be made as well in sickness as in
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kealth,. on days of repose as on: thosc of labor. My Leord,.
the Prince of Conti” he said in thic connection, *‘ will onc day
be our judge, at least he will be mine.  Ile is adinirable in Iis.
fidelity to- the- exercise of prayer; he. devotes two hours to it
every day, one-in the morning and.the other in the evening. Be-
his occupations ever so great, no.matter what cempany he has,

in it he never fails, It is true he-is not so l'ound to the precise-
hour that he cannot advance or delay it acéording to necessity.

May God grant us this attraction for unicn with Him in.
prayer.”

It was in the morning, at the conclusion. of his own prayer,
that Vincent cave his counsel and instructions to his mission--
aries. He called upon them, at lesst twice a week, to give an
account of the good thoughts that God had given them during
meditation.. This repetition-of prayer had for him.an especial
charm. Even when away from his Community, in tr:ivelling,.
he made use of it. When he journeyed, even with seculars, he
suecceded in gaining them over not only to employ acertain time-
each day in meditation, Lut also-to interchango the communica--
tions which the Spirit of God had .made to each. The domestics
were invited to speak in. their turn, and one of them once:
related: ““Having considered that our Lord has recommecnded.
assistance to th:e poor, I thought I ought to do something for-
them; but being poer myself,. and.not able-to give anything, I
took the resolution of at least rendering them some little
honor, to speak.kindly to them. when they speak to me, and:
even to take off my hat in saluting them.”

These words imprassed! Vincent; he thanked God who loves
to. communicate Himself to thke simple, He- induced pious ladies
to estzblish the custom: of repetition of praycr among their:
servants, and he was confirmed in his own practice of interro-
gating the least of his Dbrothers, at St.. Lazarus, as well as the:
most learned of the missionaries..

In fact. at cach. repetition.of prayer, he always invited three
or four to-speak, and; no- matter how pressing were the calls
clsewhere, he listence to them.with kindness and with joy, for
entire hours. It afforded mutual edification; it was a school.
a praetical lesson.from which. the new-comers ard. the inexperi~
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cnced might form thcmse}ves in the great art of mental prayer.

Our Saint et himself to explain to the Daughters of Charity,
in the conferences of the 1st and 31st of May, 1648. the nature
and the excellence of this prayer. He said: * Th-re is nothing
which Our Lord has so much recommended to His Apostles,
since he exhorted them to ask the Futher anything in Iis
Name and promised th.em at the same time that it wou'd be
granted. But these words were not addressed merely to the |
Apostles; they were also intended for all Christians. There
are certain persons, naturally timid and fearful. who dare say
nothing through fear of being repulsed, who dare propose
nothing out of fear of being ill-received, and who dare ask
notiing through fear of be’ng refused. Now, Jesus Christ gives
us complete assurance that the Eternal Father will be well
pleased to have uvs ask Him, /in the Name of. His Son. what we
desire, and that ITe is ready to grant it to us;and He is not
content to assure us of this, but that w¢ may pray with more
confidence, He promiscs it with a kind/r‘é’ath. v using the words:
* Amen, I say to you.

‘“‘He Himself has given us the example. Jesus was a man
of prayer. From His most tender age, He, at times, escaped
from the presence of the Blessed Virgin ard St. Josepb, that
He might, with more liberty, address His prayers to God, Iis
Father. When about thirty years of age, He withdrew into the
desert where He remained forty days in order to preparc
Himself, by prayer and fasting, for the preaching of Ilis
Gospel; and during the entire course of His laborious life IIe was
ever punctual to prayer, going from time to time to Jerusa'em,
and often separating Himself from His Apostles in order to
pray. The night before His passion, He prayed at different
intervals with such fervor that for three hours He was in a
bloody sweat and suffered mortal agony.

Learn, therefore, well,  the nature of prayer. What
nourishment is to the body, prayer is to the soul;and asa
person who takes his repast only evér_v two, or three, or four days
would directly become faint and unable to perform his dutics,
having neither stiength nor vigor, so a soul that does not devote
a certain specified time to prayer, or does it but rarely, will
become entirely tepid. will languish, will be without strength
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oz virtue, will be troublesome to others and iusupportablé to-
itself, and will become disgusted with its state and its.
vocation. s

*“ Prayer is. asit were, theirrigation of our souls. Florists and
gardeners are careful to take their time in watering their plants.
twice a day, during the heats and dryness of summer, and they
do so with intelligence, for otherwise their plants would perish.
But with this care the roots receive- nourishment from the-
carth, and a certain humidity, coming from the watering, runs up
the stock, and gives life to the branches and to the leaves. and
taste to the fruit. So, too, dryness coming upon the garden of
our souls, all plants therein would perish if the care and labor
of thegardener were wanting, that is. if they be without prayer
which, like a gentle dew, every morning softens our souls by
the grace which it draws down upon them. Are we wearied
from the incidents and annoyances with which, during the day.
we meet, we have, again, in the evening, this sweet and
refreshing means to give vigor to our actions. Oh, what great
fruit the soul would bear in a short time were it careful to-
refresh itself with this sacred moisture! It would be scen to-
advance every day fromr virtue to virtue, just as the gardener
perceives his plants growing in proportion as he waters them;
as’ a beautiful aurora that rises in the morning and constantly
increases- till noon, so, too, that soul makes uninterrupted
progr:ss until it reaches the Sun of Justice, Who is the true
light of the world, and is lost in Him, as the aurora is, in some
measure, lost in the midday sun.

“Prayer is, as it were, as the soul of our soul. The soul it.
is that gives life to thec body, that gives motion to it, that
cnables it to speak and to aet, and as the body without the soul
is but an unsightly corpse with neithermovement nor action, so
a soul without prayeris devoid of feeling and movement for the
service of God, baving no longer apy but low and grovelling
thoughts for the things of earth.

“* Prayer is a mirror in which: the  soul sces all its stains, its.
ugliness, and all that which. makes it disagreeable to God.
People in the world never leave their houses without precisely
attiring themselves neatly, and consulting their mirror to see if’
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‘there be anything about them that might shock propriety, and
some are so vain as to bear a mirror attached to their girdle so
as to be able to look at themselves from time to time. Now, it
people of the world employ such means to please men, is it not
far morc just that persons consecrated to God would adorn
themselves in the mirror of prayer, by means of aspirations and
little reviews. and when they discover anything displeasing to
the Divine Majesty, to ask pardon in order to enter again into
His favor.

~  +¢Itis chiefly in prayerthat God makes knownto us what He
wishes us to do, or to avoid. The holy fathers are exultant
when they speak of prayer, and declare, among other things,
that it is a fountain of Juventas wherein the soul grows young
again. Itisin prayer that a blinded soul recoversits sight. that a
soul, deaf to the voice of God, becomes attentive to Ilis holy
inspirztions, that the soul which was heavy and sluggish in the
things of salvation, on account of itsevil habits, becomesstrong.
full of courage and of fervor. Whence comes it that we sec
persons stupid, ignorant, without ecducation, and without
knowledge of the mrysteries of our reiigion change,in so short a
time, if it be not through prayer, the {fountain of Juventas, in
svhich they grow young and are renewed?

“ Prayer is an elevation of the mind to God. In prdyer the
soul gous out of itself, as it were, to seek God in Himself.
Prayer- is an interview of the soul with God; it is & mutual
communication wherein God tells the soul interiorly what Ie
wishes it to know, and to do; wherein the soul tells God the
demands which He ITimself has made known to it.

‘‘ Prayer is a sermon which we preach to ourselves to convince
ourselves of the necessity of having recourse to God and of
co-operating with Iis grace to cxtirpate vice from our souls
and to implant virtue in them. We must occupy ourselves in
prayer particularly in combatting that passion or vicious
inclination that predominates in us, and strive to continually
mortify it; because, when we overcome that, all the rest is casy.
But we must be firm in the combat. It is also important to act
quietly in prayer and not strain the mind by orce of application
and through a desire for fine and subtle thoughts; we must
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raise the mind to God and listen to Him, for one word from Hime
will effect more than a thousand reasonings, and more than all
the speculations of our understanding. I would we had this
manner of prayer, of elevating ourselves from time to time to
God, keeping ourselves in humble recognition cf our own

ncthingness, waiting until it pleases Him to speak to our hearts.

and to give us some word ¢f eternal life. Only that which God
inspires and comes from Him can piofit us. We must, also,
receive from God what we are to communicateto our neightors,.
according to the example of Jesus. who, speaking of Himself,
said He taught others only what He had heard and had learned
from His Father. ‘

¢ It is natural to pray. We sec little children do it with joy,
and God takes a singular pleasure in their little prayers. Mr..

de Berulle held their prayers in so great csteem that when he:
met children he took them by the hand that they might give:

him their blessing.

¢ Thereare two kinds of prayer; the one, vocal, which consists
in the sole use of words, and the other, mental, which is made
by the mind and heart, without words. The example of Moses
shows us clearly what virtue, what efficacy there is in mental
prayer; for the people of God,enguged in battle, gained advantage
according as the holy prophet, without making use of a word,
raised his hands towards heaver. or lost ground. as he lowcred
them. Atanother time, whea Moses was in mental prayer, God
spoke to him: ¢Why do you prevent me from destroying
this ungrateful people?’ The Holy Law-giver only wished the
more in prayer, and obtained merey for his people. What,
then, must be the efficacy of prayer, since it ean tie the hands
of God?

¢ Mental prayer is made in two ways: either by the under-
standing or by the will. The prayer of the understanding is
when we strive to recollect ourselves, and to. place ourselves in
the presence of God in order the better to. seek to understand
the mystery or the truths proposed,. so as to. draw from them
suitable instruction, to excite. affections proper to the subject,
and to take strong resolutions to fly evil and. to embrace the
good which God gives us the grace to. know. Though the
resolutions and affections are acis of the will, yet the prayer is
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«called of the understanding, because ‘it consists principally in
‘the search of truth. It is named, more frequently, meditation.

“The other, which is principally in the will, and is -called
-affective, is not suitable for every one. God gives it to whom
He pleases, and when H® pleases. Men cannot teach it; they
-can attain to it neither Dy their own industry, nor by their own
effort. In this prayer, asoul, without contributing anything of
“its own, finds itself suddenly filled with lights and holy
saffections. The understanding is attimes enlightened in certain
truths incomprehensible to all others, and the will is aflame
“with all species of good desires.”

Thus we sec that the prayer which the saint counsclled and
taught was particularly positive and practical, following tle
character of his mind and of his virtnc, He respected that
extraordinary and sublime prayer to which God elevates certaia
favored sounls by a particular operation of His spirit rather than
by their own industry and the efforts of their faculties; he
recognized that God’s conduct in regard to privileged souls is
admirable and His ways incomprehensible; still. he held to the
‘maxim of the apostle, not to easily believe in all spirits, and to
‘prove themn well to discover if they be from ('S‘rod; he krew
‘further, from St. Paul, that Satan often transforms himself into
‘an angel of light, and that he lecads astray as wcll by the
:appearance of good as by the suggestion of evil; he knew, too,
from his own experience that there are kinds of prayer clevated
-and perfect in appearanee which, nevertheless, lead in the
wrong way. He, theréfore, advised all to follow the humblest
and commonest way, as’being the more secure and within the
‘reach of all. until God, but God Himself and God alone, would
‘take hold of the hand and lead unto anether.

Morecver, recalling to mind the predilection of God for the
lowly and simple, he said further to the Daughters of Charity:
¢ Although persons of learning have great facilities to make
their prayer well on account of the lights and the knowledge
which they possess, yet God’s intercourse with the simple is far
different from that which He holds with the learned, as our Lord
assures us in these words: I give Thee thanks, O Father, Lord
of Heaven and carth, becanse Thon hast hidden these things
from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them to the little.’

\
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On those souls God delights to shed IHis most glorious lights.
and His greatest graces; He lays open Dbefore themn what the
schools have been unable to discover, and He develops fcr them
mysteries in which the most learned see but darkness. A
theologiar, it is true, discourses of God, as science has taught
him, but a person of prazcr speaks of Him in a totally different
manner; the theologian speaks from an acquired science., and the
person of prayer, penetrated with charity, from an infused
science; and in this case the theologian is not the more learned,
and he must maintain silence in the presence of a man of
prayer because the latter treats of God far differently.

‘Let us, therefore, persevere in prayer without being
discouraged by ¢ryness or difficu'ties. During twenty years,
St. Teresa was unable to male ‘mental prayer, and did not
understand it. She, however, persevered, and God imparted
to her an eminent gift of prayer. Infaithfully striving to make
our prayer, we, at least, practice every kind of virtue; obedience,
humility, faith, hope, charity, and, above all. mortification. which,
like an inseparable companion, should always accompany
prayer.” All these instructions, and others still, we find
admirably developed in a conference to the missionaries, on the
10th of August, 1657. The saint explained, successively. what
is to be avoided, ard what must Le practiced in order to Ppray
properly and well.

Carelessness first must be avoided. ‘‘Prayer is not thought
of ; we come to prayer I know not why, through custom,
because others come; we think of everything, we do not at all
dispose ourselves for prayer. Prayer is an elevation of the
mind to God, wherein we represent to Him our necessities, and.
implore His Divine assistance; we should, then, beforehand
prepare ourselves well for it. What are we about to do? What
should we hope for in {reating with so great a Majesty? Of
what have we the most nced? What grace should we ask of
Him? .

‘“Let us place a guard over the levity and inconstancy of
our poor minds, that we may retain our thoughts in the
presence of God, that we may enchain that flighty imagination
that runs everywhere, and yet, let us do so without too great
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an effort, without strain, for that is always hurtful, and never
good.

“TFinally, let us avoid curiosity. We must not come to-
prayer to hear what will be said, to learn, to study, to enter
deeply into the most hidden mysteries in order afterwards to
discourse well on them. You will say: ‘I will be asked an
account of my prayer. T must have something good to say.’
In such case, we invent, we subtilize,we arrange in order in our-
mind. and all thisis done for the purpose of display in repetition,
to have something beautiful to say, and to be able to sa-- it in a
way other than commen. No, gentlemen, this is not to pray
but to study, and God grant it may be nothing more.

< But here, now, is what we must do. We must first place
ourselves in the presence of God, in considering Him either as
He is in the heavens, seated upon His throne of Majesty, whence
He turns His eyes upon us, and contemplates all things; or in
His immensity, evervwhere present, here and elsewhere, in the
highest heavens and in the lowest depth of the abyss, seeing our
hearts and penetrating the most sccret folds of our conscience;
or in His presence in the most holy sacramert of the altar. Oh!
my Savior. behold me, a poor and miserable sinuer, behcld me
at the feet of Thy Divine Majesty, behold me at the foot of the
altar when Thou reposest. Grant, oh, my Savior! that I may
do nothing unworthy thisholy presence. Oz, finally, we may con--
sider Him as within us, penetrating our inmost nature and rest-
ing in the depth of cur heart. And, do not question if He Le-
there. Who doubts it? The Pagans themselves have said::

¢ God i3 among us, and we lave within us communings with.
Ileaven ; that spirit comes from above” This truth is not
questioned.  * Bui Thou, O Lord, art amongus.’ (Jere. 14-9).
Nothingis more certain. And thispoint, this placing ourselvesin
the presence of God, is very important, for upon it depends the
body of the prayer; that well done, the rest follows of itself.

“'Then, let us beg God to give us His grace, that we may
properly converse with His Divine DMajesty, recognizing that
of ourselves we can do nothing, conjuring Him by His great
love for us. by His infinite merits, through the intercession of
the Blessed Virgin and the saints.”



62 VIRTUES AND DOCTRINE OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL.

‘“We, then, propose to ourselves the subject of prayer. This
subject is cither sensible, or insensible: if it be sensible, as for
instance a mystery, we must represent it to ourselves and pay
attention to all its parts and all its circumstances; if it be
imperceptible by the senses, as a virtue, we must consider in
what it consists, what are its chief qualities, as also its signs,
its effects, and especially its acts and the means to put it in
practice. Itisgood, also, to seek after reasons that will induce
us t0 embracethe virtue upon which we meditate, and to pause
at those motives that touch us mcst. They may e drawn {rom
the Sacred Scriptures, or else from the holy Fathers; and when
memory recalls certain passages from their writings, approyriate
to the subject of prayer, it is well to digest them in our mind;
but we should not search for them in time of prayer, nor even
apply our mind to the consideraticn of many of them; for, to
what purpose delay the thought on a collection of passages, and
reason, unless, perchance, to enlighten and render sultle our
understanding? And this is to apply oursclves to study rather
than to prayer.

““When fire is wanted, flint is used, it is strnck, and, as soon
as the fire catches the substance prepared for it, the candle is
lighted; and he, who having lighted the candle would still
continue to strike the fling, would make himself ridiculous. In
the same way, when a soul is sufficiently enlightened by
considerations, what need is there to seck after more and to
hammer and rehammer cur thoughts in order to multiply reasons
and thoughts? Do younot sce that it is a loss of time, ard that
then we must apply ourselves to move the will, and to excite its
affections by the beauty of the virtue and the deformity of the
contrary vice? This is not difficult, for the will follows the
light of the understanding, and inclines to what is proposed to
it as good and desirable. But this is not yet enough. It is
not sufficient to have good affections, we must go further and
take resolutions to work earnestly, further to acquire the virtue,
proposing to ourselves to put it into practice, by producing its
‘acts. And this is the important point,and the fruit that we should
derive from prayer; hence it is that we must not pass lightly
over our resolutions, but reiterate them and imyrint them well
on our hearts; and it is good to foresec the obstacles that i ay
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arise, and the wmecans that will aid to put our resolutionsinte
practice, and tc resolve to avoid. one and to adopt the other.

** Now, for this, it is not nccessary, nor often expedient, to
have grand thoughts on the virtue that we wish to acquire; no,
nor even to desire to have these high thoughts; for the effort
to render virtues present to the senses whilst they are purely
spiritual qualities may often injurc and trouble the mind, and
the two great applicatior ¢f the understanding heats the brain
and occasions pains in the head; as also acts of the will too
often repeated, or too much forced, dry and weaken the heart.
‘We must use moderation in everything; excess in no matter
what, and particularly in prayer, is uever praisewourthy. We
should act modemte]'y and calmly, and prescrve, above all,
peace of mind and of heart.

¢“In finishing our prayer. we should thank God for the lights
and graces that Heaccorded ts during it, and for the resolutions
with which He inspired us, and beg His assistance to put into
exccution, as soon as possible, what we proposed to ourselves
to do.

¢+ God be praised! this is what we do in prayer. And now
let us devote ourselves to this practice of prayer, since through
it all good comes to us, If we persevere in our vocation, it is
on account of prayer;if we succeed in our labors, it is on
account of prayer; if we avoid falling into sin, it is on account -
of prayer; if we contirue in charity, if we be saved, it isto God
and to prayer we owe it. As God refuses nothing to prayer, so
also does He grant scarcely anything without it: Pray ye
therefore the Lord of the harvest.  ( Mat. ix, 38); no, nothing, not
cven the diffusion of His gospel and what interests most His
glory: Pray ye thercfore the Lord of the harvest. But, O Lord,
that concerns Thee, and is Thy affair. -No matter: Prey ye
therefore the Lord of the harvest. Let us all, then, humbly ask of’
God that He will cause us to adopt the practice of prayer.”

To ascertain if he were well understood, if his method were
well followed, or to give each. one some special advice he
interrogated in turn the brothers and the priests: ¢ Brother,
what method do you always followin your prayers?” ‘¢ Father,
I always divide the subject into certain points.” *‘You do
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well, brother. Yet when we take a mystery as a subject for
meditation it is not necessary, nor expedient, to delay on a
particular virtue and to make our ordinary division of the
subject in regard to that virtue;it is better to consider the
history of the mystery and pay attention to all the circumstances,
there being none, be they ever so little, or so common, in
which great treasures of grace are not hidden, if wc only knew
how to search. This I recognized lately, at a conference of
these gentlemen who assemble Lere They had, as the subject
-of their entertainment, what was necessary to be done to spend
well the time of Lent. It was a very common subject, one they
were accustomed to treat every year, and yet such good things
were said that all present were greatly moved, and I. myself,
particalarly; and I .can say in all truth, Inever sawthe members
of the congregation more devout, nor heard discourses that
made a greater impresssion on the mind; for, though they had
previously spoken several times on the same subject, yet it
scemed as if they were not the same persons who spoke, God
having inspired them in prayer with a totally different language.
Sce, my brethren, how God conceals treasures in things that
fppear so common, and in the least circumstances of the truths
and mysteries of our holy religion. They are as thelittle grains
of mustard-seed which become large trees wken it pleases our
‘Lord to extend His blessings to them. Our subjects of
meditation resemble the stores ¢f merchants; and as there arc
stores in which you can find only one class of goods, and others
in which you can obtain anything you desire, so, too. are therc
subjects of meditation which instruct in one virtue only, whilst
others contain the riches of every virtue; such. for instance, are
the mysteries of the birth, ef the life, and of the death and
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. To draw fruit from them
we must adore our Lord in the condition in which the mystery
Tepresents Him, praise Him, and rcturn thanks for the graces
that He hes merited for us, humbly represent to Him our
miseries and our wants, and ask of Him the succor and the
graces nccessary to imitate and practice the virtues that He
there teaches.”

“Brother,” he asked of another, ‘*do you derive any profit
from prayer? <But little. Father” ‘Iow does this come.’
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rejoined the Saint, ¢ during the repetition of prayer I was
thinking within mysclf how ii was that some made so little
progress in this holy exercise. There is reason to fear lest the
evil be that they do not sufficiently practice mortjfication and
that they give too much liberty to the senses. If we read what
the most expert masters of the spiritual life have left us in their
writings, we can sce that they unanimously held that the
practice of mortification.is absolutely necessary in order to pray
well, and that, to dispose ourselves properly for prayer, we must
mortify not only the eyes, the tongue, the ears and all the
exterior senses, but we must also mortify the faculties of the
soul, the understanding, the memory and the will. Tn this way,
mortificatiou will be a good preparation for prayer, and

reciprocally, prayer will help to properly practice mortification.

‘¢ Another cause of this little progress is thut some have fine
thoughts and good sentiments, but do not apply them to them-
selves, and do not reflect on their own conditiors. And yet
has bgen very often recommeuded that, when God communicates
in prayer any light or any good sentiment, we make use of it for
our own particular wants. We must reflect on our own defects,
confess and acknowledge them before God, and at times even
accuse ourselves of them before the congregation for the sakc of
humbling ourselves and to experience greater confusion, and
take strong redolutions to correct ourselves. Thisisneverdone
without profit.”

Thereupon, a brother fell upon his knees and asked pardon
for having done nothing in prayer for some time back. and for
not being able even to apply himself toit. ¢‘May God bless
you, brother,” said tke Saint, ¢ He sometimes permits that we
lose the liking thet we felt for prayer, and the attraction prayer
had for us, and even that we grow weary in it. But this is,
ordinarily, to exercisc and to try us, and we must not become
down-hearted, nor give way to discouragement. There are
many good souls who are trcated in that manner, and so have
been many of the saints. Yes, I know several very virtuous
persons who feel only repugnance and dryness in pr:yer; but as
they are faithful to God, they make good use of them, and this
contributes, not a little, to their advancement in virtue. It is
true that when this aversion and dryness happen to those wha
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begin to give themselves to prayer, there is sometimes reason
to fear that this comes {rom negligence on their part, and, it is to
this, my brether, that you must pay attention. But, perhaps,
it is not your fault. *Do you not experience a pain in your
head?’ ¢Yes, Father; and it comes from having wished, in
the last retreat, to make everything in prayer present to the
senses.” ‘You should not act in that manner, brether, nor
-strive. in prayer, to perceive by the senses that which by its
nature is imperceptible, for this is self-love, which in this way
seeks itself. In prayer we should act in a spirit of faith, and
in a spirit of faith consider the mysteries and the virtues upon
whicl: we meditate, sweetly. humbly. without making any effort
with our imagination. employing the will in producing affections
and resolutions rather than the understanding to obtain knowl-
edge. - And, meanwhile, we should persevere courageously. in
imitation of our Lord, who ‘Zeing in an agony prayed the
longer.’ (Luke xxii, 43.) Prayer isa gift of God which we
mustdemand of Him with importunity, saying with the apostles:
¢ Lord, teach usto pray,’ (Luke xi., 1); and we must. in patience
and humility, await this grace from His Goodness.””

Another brother speaks in his turn: ‘I cannot make my
prayer well because I have no mind. Of my faculties I am
able to use but one, and that is the will. It begins, from the
moment the subject is proposed, and without any reasoning, to
produce affections, at one time thanking God. again asking
pardon and exciting confusion and regret for sin; or else
supplicating Him to grant the grace to imitate our Lord in
some of His virtues, and then in taking resolutions.”

«“Continne that way, brother.” interrupted the saint. *¢ and
do not trouble yourself about the employment of the understand-
ing which is used only to excite the will. Since yours, without
considerations. goes thus to the affections and to the resolutions
of practicing the virtue. may God grant you the gracc to keep
on in that way and become more and more faithful to His holy
will! The soul rescmbles a galley that moves on the water
by means of oars and sails. As the oars are not used unless
when the wind fails, and as the sailing is more pleasant and
faster when it ts favorable, so we, in like manner, must use
considerations in prayer when the movement of the Hoiy Ghost
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is not felt, but when this heavenly wind blows in upon our
hearts we must abandon ourselves to its actions.”

Vincent then applied himself to show the difference between
the thonghts that are inspired by God and those that come
from ourselves. ¢‘Remark,” said he. ** the difference between
the light of the fire and that of the sun. At night, our fire
gives us light and we see things by mcans of its flame, but we
see them only imperfectly, we perceive but the surface, ard the
brightness can go no further; but the sun fills and vivifies
everything with its light; it not only discloses the exterior of
things, but by an inherent force penectrates the interior. Now,
the thoughts and considerations which spring from our
understanding are but as little fires which show, only slightly,
the outside of things, and effect nothing more; but tlie lights of
giace, which the Sun of Justice sheds upon our souls, disclose
and enter into the depths of our hearts. and excite and stimu-
late them to produce wonderful ¢ffects. 'We must, consequently,
ask of God that lle Himself enlighten us and inspire us with
what is pleasing to Him. All these lofty and far-fetched
considerations are not prayer; they a:e often ratherthe outcome
of pride. And of those who content themselves with such
thoughts.and who find their pleasure in them, it may be said. as
of the preacher who would show off his fine language, whose
entire delight and complacency would be to sce his auditory
satisfied with what he utters; in this, it is evident, it would not
be the Holy Ghost, but rather the spirit of pride that would
enlighten the understanding and give expression to all those
fine thoughts; to speak more properly, it -would be the demon
that would influence him and cause him to speak in that fashion.
It is the -same iu prayer when we strain after beautiful
cons.derations, when we entertain ourselves with extraordinary
thoughts, and especially when this .is done for the purpose of
giving them out in repetition that others may admire. ‘There
is in this a species of blasphemy; it is, after a manner, to be
idolatrous of our own minds. For, whilsttreating with God in
prayer. you meditate on what satisfies your pride, you employ
this holy time in seeking your own gratification, and, in taking
delight in the beauty of your thoughts, you sacrifice to this
idol of wanity.
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“ Ah! my brothers, let us guard against this folly; let- us
acknowledge that we are laden down with misery; let us seek
only after that which will lead us to the solid practice of virtue.
Let us, in prayer, abase ourselves even to nothingness,
and in our repetitions humbly tell our thoughts; and should
any that seem to us beautiful present themselves let us greatly
distrust and fear lest it be the spirit of pride that produces, or
the Dzvil that suggests them. For this reason we ought always
profoundly bumble oursclves when these fine thoughts come to
us, either whilst in prayer, or in preaching, or in conversation
with others. Alas! The Son of God could have charmed all
men by His all-Divine eloguence and yet He did not wish to do
s0; tut, on the contrary, in teaching the truths of His Gospel,
He made use of common and familiar expressions and words;
He loved always to be despised and contemned rather than to
be praised and esteemed. Let us, then, my brethren, sce how
we may be able toimitate Him Lest, and for this purpose let us
suppress, in prayer, as elscwhere, all thoughts of pride; let us
follow in everything the traces of the humility of Jesus; let our
words be simple, common and familiar; and, when God permits
it, let us be glad that what we say obtains no consideration,
that we are despised, that we are laughed at, holding it for
certain that without a true and sincere humility, it is impossible
for us to be of profit, either to ourselves or to others.”

His practical sense always preferred in prayér affections to
thoughts, and, again, resolutions to affecticns. ¢I am in
doubt,” said & missionary in repeating his prayer, * whether 1
shculd hereafter take any more resolutions, so unfaithful am X
in putting them into practice.” ¢ My dear sir,” Vincent im-
mediately rejoined, ‘‘that is not a sufficient reason; for, as in
taking nourishment. thouglk we do not appear to derive any
benelit, still we do not, for that reason, abstain from eating. To
take good resolutions is one of the most important parts, nay,
the most important part of prayer. It is to this we must
dcvote ourselves, and not so much to reasoning or to language.
The principal fruit of prayer consists in forming good and strong:
resolutions, in being penetrated with them, in being well con-
vinced of their necessity, and in taking the proper means to put
them into practice, foreseeing and overcoming all difficulties.




‘PRAYER. .69

Yet this is not enough, for, after all, our resolutions are :in
themselves but physical and moral actions, and, though we do
well in forming them in our hearts and in being steadfast in them,
we ought, nevertheless, recognize that whatever good they
possess, that their practice and their effects depend absolutely
on God. -And why is it, think you, that we most frequently fail
in our resolutions? It is because we trust too muchin them, we
confide in our good desires, we lcan on our own strength, and
this is the reason we derive no fruit. Hence, after ‘taking reso-
lutions in prayer, we must pray to God, and, with a distrust in
ourselves, ask for His grace that it may please Him to cormmu-
nicate all thatis necessary to fructify these resolutions. And, al-
though, after this, we again fail in them, not only once or twice, but
in many instances, and even during alength of time, then, notwith-
standing that we did not practice a single one of them, neverthe-
less we should not neglect to renew them and to have recourse to
the mercy of God and ask for the aid of His grace. Pastfaults,
should, indeed, be a subject of humiliation, but not a reason why
we should lose courage; and no matter into what fault we fall we
should not, on tkat account, diminish in anything the confidence
that God wishes we should have in Him; but, on the contrary,
we should take a new resolution to rise, and, with His grace,
which we should ask, be careful not to fall again. Although
physicians see no effect produced by the remedies they prescribe
to a sick person, yet they do not, on that account, ccase to
continue and renew them until they perceive some ground for
hope. If, then, insickness of body, though long and dangerous,
remedies are constantly applied, ¢ven when no improvement is
vis ble, how much greater reason is there to do the same.in
regard to the infirmities of our souls in which, when it pleases
God, grace works wonders ¢’



CHAPTER VIIL .

OEVOTION AND PIETY TOWARDS GOD AND THE BLESSED
SACRAMENT—IMITATION OF JESUS CHRIST.

I

Devotion, such as we understand it here, is a virtue wherety
we manifest respect and affection for all that relates to Divine
honor and worship.

The devotion of St. Vincent de Paul took its rise in the
exalted and profound idea that he entertamed of the infinite
grandeur of God.

This devotion filled his heart, animated all his words,
manifested itself in every action of the day, in his entire
conduct. In the morning, at the iirst sound of the bell, he
arose from his bed, made the sign of the cross, prostrated, and
kissed the floor. He aslored the Majesty of God. gave Him
thanks for His glory, for that which he gave His Son, the
Blessed Virgin, the Holy Angels, his Guardian Angel, St.
John the Baptist, the Apostles, St. Joseph and all the other
Saints in Paradice. He again thanked Him for the graces
bestowed upon the Church, for those that he received himself. and
particularly, for having preserved him during the night. IHe
offered Him his thouahts, his words and actions. inunison with
those of Jesus Chl]at he asked of Him to keep him from all
sin and to aid him in faithfully accomplishing all that would be
most agreeable to Him.

After these first acts of religion he repaired to the Church,
where, notwithstanding his age and the swelling in his limbs, he
arrived before the youngest and the most healthy. The sight
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of his family assembled before our Lord rejoiced and consoled
his soul. '

Having finished his prayer, he recited the litanies of the Holy
Name of Jesus, and, among the glorious epithets the Church
applies, he dwelt with an especial delight on the one: ‘¢ Jesus,
Father of the poor.” After prayer, he went almost every day to
confession. because he could not bear in himself even the
appearance of sin. Scarcely cver could his confessor find
matter for absolution. *¢Ah! sir,” the humtle Saint would say,
“if.you could see me as God makes me sec myself, you would
judge otherwise ¥ °

He then prepared himself for mass, and, though but just come
from prayer, hie spent a considera! le period in this 'prepamtioh.
He finally vested and ceicbrated mass. IIe appeared at the
altar as another Jesus Christ, victim and sacrificer; as victim,
he abased and humbled himself; ¢ a criminal, as one
condemned to death, he recited the Corfiteor, pronounced the
Domine, non sum dignus, and all the words of the liturgy that
express humility and compunction, especially the Nobis quogque
peccatoribus, concerning which he wrote: “ When you come to
the Nob's queque of the mass think -of me as of the greatest
sinner in the world;” as sacrificer, he was grave and majestic as
the Savior, and at the same time {ull of sweetness, of screnity,
of mercy; it was with thesc sentiments expressed on his
countenance and in his attitude that he turned towards the
people, and, by the sound of his voice, by the manner in which
he extended his arms, it was perceived that his heart expanded
and that he desired to embrace them all. as on another Calvary,
in the charity of Jesus Christ. He recited the prayers of the
mass and performed the ceremonies with neither slowness nor
precipitation, occupying, but not going beyond, the hal-honr.
He pronounced all the words in & tone mocerate and agreeable,
distinct and devout, and with evident unisgn between the lips
and the heart. At the reading of the Gospel, he redoubied his
respect and his attention, and, when he met with some word of
our Lord. he recited it in a more tendar tone of voice, and with
more affection. At the double cffirmation of the God of Truth:
‘“Amen, amen, I say to you,” he recollected himself more
especially, so as to pay greater attention to the words that
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followed, wherein he suspected something important. or some
mystery; and he read them slowly, with faith and submission,
in order to impress them deeply on his heart. All who assisted
at his mass were greatly edified. ¢“My God,” they said,
““behold a pricst that says mass well! ”—*¢ That must be a holy
man,” added one; another said: ‘‘He is rather an angel at the
altar.” :

And thus he said mass every day, excepton the first three days
of his annual retreat, on which, according to the usage of the
Congregation, he omitted it. These days of penance and
greater purification excepted, in the city or country, at home,
or in traveling, sick or well, he never, up to the last weeks of his
life, when his limbs refused longer to support him, omitted the
daily sacrifice.

ITaving said mass, he assisted at, and often served, a second.
Ie was overburdened with work, he was old,—ecighty years of
age,—he could not walk without a support nor could he kneel
without the greatest difficulty; no matter, the venerable
superior, with the simplicity of a young cleric, and with more
respect and greater devotion, served the least of his priests at
the altar. He did it in faith and in love; he alsc wished to
give an example to his tlerics, that they should never permit,
while they were present, a lay person to scrve mass. “Itisa
shame for an ecclesiastic, one who is set apart for the service
of the altar,” he said to them, with Bourdoise, ‘‘ to allow, in his
presence, others to fill his office.”

On festivals and at solemn offices his piety shone with new
lustre. He foresaw and carefully informed himself in regard to
all the ceremonies. No rubric, consequently, was viclated by him,
nor did he permit a departure from any. He humbled himself
greatly before God, and before his brethren, for his inability to
make the genuflexion in the manner preseribed by the Church,
-and whenever he thought that he failed in any other of the
.ceremonies,” he, immediately after the service, on his knees
asked pardon of the whole Community. And faults committed by
-others he imputed to himself, which, however, did not hinder
him, notwithstanding his great weakness, from severely
reprimanding them. Moreover, he gave such example and such
cdification that the services at St. [Lazarus were known
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throughout all Paris for the religion, the dignity and the
modesty that accompanied them. Vincent himself, when he
sang, or recited the psalms in choir, resembled less a man than
an angel from Heaven chanting the praises of God. His priests
and his clerics imitated his respeet and his piety. With eyes
cast down and fixed on their books, in a modest immobility,
they gave no signs of life save by the pious sound of their voice
and the emotions emanating from the Divine love within
them.

Such as Vincent showed himself in the public offices, such
was he in the private recitation of the breviary under the eya
of Ged alone. Ie always recited it with uncovered head, on
his knees, except during the last two or three years of his life
when his infirmities, forbidding him that humble and respectful
posture, forced him to remain seated. And on his knees. too,
and with uncovered head, he daily read a portion of the Sacred
Scripture, and particularly of the New Testament. :

His devotion extended to ‘all the mysteries of our holy

"religion, and, in particular, to that of the Most Holy Trinity,
the first of all; then to the Incarnation which, for.us, is tho
most touching manifestation of the Trinity, and to the Holy
Eucharist which perpetuates, on earth, the Incarnation.

If his devotion to the Holy Eucharist, considered as sacrifice,
were great, it was none the less so towards this same mystery
considered as Sacrament. .

When before the Holy Tabernacle, he always maintained
himself on both knees. and in a posture so humhle that he
seemed, the more to testify his respect, to wish to abase himsglf
to the centre of the earth, and with such faith manifested in his
countenance, one would say that hesaw Jesus with his cyes;with
such devotion, he would have inspired the most increduloys
with faith and the most insensible with piety; iz such modesty
and silence, that he had not a single glance for the greatest
magnificence, nor a word for the most august personages.

There he loved to remain all the time that his duties left st
his disposal, and there he forgot himself for hours together.
There he went, like Moses of old, to consult the Divize oracke
in all his difficulties. - It was there, back of the high altar ot
St. Lazarus, or in whatever other place he found himself, that
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kneeling and with bare head, he opened and read the letters which
he saw were important. One day, in the court of the Palace
in Paris, s letter was handed to him, in which was announced
the success of some very important cffair, Though suffering
gre: "'y in his limbs, he ascended to the high chapel of the
Pala:e, andl, finding it closed. he at least knelt at the door
and in this position informed himself" of the contents of the
letter.

Before going out he visited our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament,
whom he called the master of the house, to salute Him, to take
leave of Him and to receive His blessing; on re-entering he
returnad to render. as it were, an account of his missior, and
alco to thank IIim for the graces that he received whilst away,
and to humble himseclf for the faults he believed he had
cammitted.

In passing through the streets if he met the Blessed Sacra-
ment, he immediately, in whatever place he was, threw himself
on his knees and remained so until it had passed out »f sight,
and often. even, he. with bare head, foilowed it, striving to be as
aear o8 his old and infirm members would permit.

On his journeys, as he passed through a village he would
dismount, or leave the carriage. to go visit the Church and
salute our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, or, shotld it happen
to be closed, to kiss the doorstep; and when come to the end
of his journey his first visit was again to the church.

In his sickness, being unable to celebrate mass. he wished
at least, to receive Holy Communion, which he did to the eve
¢f his death, and with such a respect and such a rapture, that
it is as useless, as it is impossible, to attempt to describe.

Profanations, committed by heretics, or by the military,
grieved him mortally. Tears, extraordinary penances, fervent
prayers, all were offered in reparation and atonement He
went himself or sent some of his community in pilgrimage to
the profaned churches; the priests said mass and the others
received Holy Communion there in reparation. He made good
the material loss caused by sacrilegiouns thefts of sacred vessels
and ornaments; and by means of missions he repaired the injury
dane the honor of God and souls by impiety and heresy.
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He adored, in the Incarnation and Eucharist, his God abas-
ing himself to our level. and becoming like unto us, and his
grateful love for Jesus inspired him with the desire to render him-
self, in his turn, similar to Him. Ile formed himselfupon and he-
lived according to this Divine model. In imitation of Jesus he.
hid, under cover of a lowly and apparently common life, the
most heroic virtues; under the exterior of a poor peasant, the
most excellent gifts of both grace and nature; under a constant
profession of stupidity and ignorance. a judgment the most
perfect, and a knowledge most extensive. He breathed but
Jesus. and in his words. in his thoughts and in his actions, he
repeated but His language, he acted only with Jesus before him
as a model. Jesus always, Jesus everywhere, Jesus in _;ﬂ}'
persons and’ in all things; such was his doctrine, such his
morality and such his policy. and this he loved to express in
one word: ‘‘Nothing pleases me but in Jesus Christ.”

This constant and universal keeping in view of Jesus en-
lightened, elevated, and spurred on his charity. He saw Jcsus
as Supreme Pontiff in ghe person of the Pope, as bishop and
prince of pastors in thé bishops, as high priest inthe priests, as
master and sole doctor in the doctors of divinity, as king of
kings and as judge of judges in princes snd magistrates, as
great and noble in men of birth, and as little in the lowly,
as workman in the person of artisans, as a divine merchant in
men of traffic, as poor in the poor, as prisoner in pris-
oners, as infirm and agonizing in the sick and dying. Hence,
his respect and his tenderness for all classes of men, and
especially for all those whose lowliness and whose suffering pr&
sented a greater resemblance to the God annihilated and to the
man of sorrows.

1I

So faithful an imitation himself of Jesus Christ, he could. in.
tumn, serve as a model to his brethren, and transform into rules.
and lessons for them his own practices. And, first of all, he
endeavored to imbue them with a very highidea of God. He
said to therr one day:. ¢ Let us strive, my brethren. to conceive
a great, a very great idea of the majesty and sanctity of God,
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If our mind were sufficiently strong to penetrate a little into the
immensity of His sovereign excellence, O my Jesus, what high
scntiments of it would we not conceive! We could then well
say with St. Paul that eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nor
hath it cntered into the heart of man to conceive anything
com arable to Him. He is an abyss of perfections, an Eternal
Being, most holy, most pure, most perfect and inficitely
glorious, an infinite good, comprising all goods, and Himself:
incomprchensible. Now this knowledge, which we have. that
God is infinitely above all knowledge and all created understand-
ing, ought to Dbe a sufficient motive for us to esteem Him
infinitely, to annihilate ourselves in His presence, and to cause
~ us to speak of His Supreme Majesty with the greatest reverence
an!! submission; and in proportion as we esteem Him, so, will
we love, and this love will beget in us an insatiable desire to
acknowledge His benefits, and to procure Him true adorers.”

Devotion to the mysteries of the Most Holy Trinjty and the
{ncarnation he made an express rule for hiscommunity, and the
Holy See especially approved it io the l.)ull of erection of his
congregation. ‘- We will endeavor to acquit ourselves of this
dlity with very great care, and if possible in every manner, but
principally i:: doing these three things: First, in eliciting from
our inmost heart acts of faith and religion in regard to these
mysteries; second, in offering every day in their honor some
good works, and in celebrating their festivals with as much
solemnity and devotion as possible; third, in laboring stren-
uously. Loth by instruction and example, that the people know
and honor and worship them.” ~ He said to them with 1egard to
the celebration of n-ass:  ¢¢ It is not enough to celebrate mass,
we must, moreover. offer this sacrifice with the greatest possible
devotion, according to the will of God Himself; conforming
ourselves, with His grace, as much as we can, to Jesus offering
Himself, whea on ecarth, to His eternal Father. Let us use all
endeavor, then, gentlemen, to offer our sacrifices to God in the
same spirit. in which our Lord offered His, and as perfectly as
our poor and miserable nature will permit.”

Ile prescribed the greatest respect in the church and in the
ceremonics.  Precipitation, genuflexions half-made, the least
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negligences in the Divine service were a torment to his exalted
idea of religion, and an alarm to his soul ever trembling before
the possibility of scandal. Hence, he took care to correct in
private, and, if necessary, in public, all the faults that he
observed. If one of his members passed before the altar, mak-
inz a genuflexion carelessly and thoughtlessly. he immediately
called him back, an1 showed him in what manner and how far
he should bend before God. _C: these occasions he would say:
“We should never cond-Gt ourselves as mere puppets, which
arc made to move (‘A} ard the salutations of which are
without reverence ¢r soul.” And, after his humble habit of
accounting himself responsible for all faults. he added: ¢ Who
is guilty, my brethren! It is this miserable person who is
speaking to you, and who would cast himself on his knees if he
could. Excuse my infirmities.” And in fact, it was a cruel
privation to him. and one that he attributed to Lis sins, when he
could no longer kneel, and he publicly asked pardi)n for it, and
besought them mnot to be scandalized. -¢ Nevertheless,” he
added, *“if I see the congregation relax I will force myself on
my knees, cost what it will, and rise as best I may, with the
aid of some of you, or in making use ot my hands, so that I
may thus give thcexample that I ought togive. For, the faults -
committed in a community are imputed to the superior, and the
faults of the congregation in this point are always serious, as
much becausc there is question of a duty of rcligion and of an
exterior reverence that marks the interior respect we show God,
as because, if we be the first to fail, those preparing for ordina-
tion, and the clergy who come here, will believe themsclves -
under no obligation to do better; and those who will succeed us
in the congregation and who will model themselves after us,
will do still less, and thus everything will tend to dccay; for if
the original be defcctive what will the copies be? I beg you,
then, gentlemen and my brothers. to pay great attention to
this, and to comport yourselves in this action in such
a manner that interior reverence may suggest and always
accompany the exterior. God desires to be adored in spirit and
in truth. and al' good Christians should do so in imitatioa of
the Son of God, who, prostrate on the carth in the Garden of
Olives, united to this devout posturc a profound interior
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humility, out of respect for the Sovereign Majesty of His
Father.”

What he said of the g-mnuflexion he =pplied to all the
ceremonies. ¢ They are. in truth, only the shadow, but the
shadow of the greatest things, and this is the reason we should
perform them with .1l pos<ible attention, in a religious silence,
and with g-eat modesty and gravity. Iow will these gentlemen
who come here c:rry them out if we ourselves do not perform
them well? The singing must be. grave, without being hurried,
the psalms recited with an air of devotion. Alas!if these
cecremonies arc not properly performed, how will we answer
when God will demand an account.”

The holy ardor which he drew from Holy Communion burned
in his words. ‘‘Do you not, my brethren,” he said. ‘- do. you
not feel a Divine fire burning within your heart every time you
receive the adorable body of Jesus Christ!” He vould not
have any remain away easily on account of interior trials or
troubles. ¢ You have done somewhat wrong.” he wrote to a
person, *¢in abstaining from holy communion to day on account
of the interior trouble harassing you. Lo younotseethatitisa
temptation, and by this means you give a hold to the enemy of
this most Adorable Sacrament? Do yéu imagine that, by
remaining away, you will become more fit and better disposed
to unite yourseif to our Lord?! O, surely, if such were your
thought you have deceived yourself very much, and all this is
but pure illusion!” '

It is well known how grieved he was when he perceived among
Christians the falling off from the frequent use of Holy Commu-
nion. and with what eagerness and earnestness he condemned
the book of Arnaull and tye Jansenist doctrines which were
caleulated to de:ach both fazhful and clergy from the ¢ frequent
use of the Sacraments.”

He urged especially the imitation of Jesus Christ. *‘Letus
honor the unknown state of the Son of God. There is our
centre, that is what ITe desires of us for the present, and for
the future, and always, until His Divine Majesty will make
known, in a way that cannot lead astray, that he wishes some-
thing else of us. Let us honor, I say, the simple,common
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life our Lord led upon the ecarth, His humility, His abasement,
and all the excellent virtues He practiced in this manner of life.
But, let us honor this Divine Master particularly in his modera-
tion in action. No, he did not wish always to do all that he could
do, in order to teath us to be content whenever it is not
expedient to do Il that we may be able, but only that which
<harity demands, and which is in conformity with the orders of
the Divine Will.

*Oh! how I estecm that generous resolution you have taken
:to imitate the hidden life of our Lord! It is evident that this
ithought comes from God. since it is so removed from the
:sentiments of flesh and blood. Consider it as certain. that that
is properly the disposition of the children of God, and conse-
-quently, be firm in it. and resist with courage any and all
-contrary ideas that mnay suggestthemselves. Rest assured that.
by this means, you will be in the state God wishes, «nd that,
thus you will constantly do His holy will, which, after all, is
‘the end to which we should tend, and to which all the saints
‘have tended.”

‘We have seen how he wanted his missionaries to conform
1o the example of Jesus in their sermons and in ali the other
functions of their ministy. ‘¢ He who says missionary, says a
‘man called by God to save souls; for, our object is to labor for
their salvation in imitation of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who, alone,
is the true Redeemer, and who has completely verified the
lovely name of Jesus, which signifies Savior. iie came from
Heaven to earth to exercise the office of Savior. To szve was
the object of His life and of His death, and He still continues (o
manifest this quality of $Savior by the communication
of the merits of the blood which He shed. Whilst He lived
upon earth all His thoughts were directed to the salvation of
men, and He continues ir the same sentiments, because He sees
that such is the will of His Father. He is come, and He comes,
to us every day for this purpose, aud by His example He has
taught us all the virtnes peculiar to the office of Savior. Let
us, then, give ourselves to Him that He may continue to exer-
cise this same quality in us and by us.”

Finally, hesaid in general of therules of the mission: ‘¢ These
rules are almost all drawn from the Gospel, aseach one may see.
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and they all tend to conform our life to that which Jesus led
upon earth. For it is said that this Divine Savior came, and was
sent by His Father to preach the Gospel to the poor: ¢ 7o
preach the Gospel to the poor He hath sent Me." (Luke iv, 18.),
as, by thegrace of God, thelittle congregation tries to do, and it
has great cause for humility and confusion in this, that, as far
as I know, there is, as yet, none other which has for its partic-
ular and principal end the announcing of the Gespel to the
poor, and to the poor the most neglected;fo preach the Gospel
to the poor He hath sent M:. thatis our end. Yes, gentlemen
and my brothers, the poor are our portion. What a happiness
to do the very saw e thing which, our Lord has said, He came
from Heaven to earth to do, and by means of which we hope
to go from earth to Heaven. To do thisis to continue the work
of the Son of God Who willingly went into the country places
in search of the poor. Behold to what we are obliged by our
constitution. to serve and aid the poor. upon whcm we must
look as our lords and masters. (), poor but blessed rules,
which oblige us to go into the villages, to the exclusion of cities,
to do as Jesus has done! Reflect. I beseech you, on the happi-
ness of those who ob:erve them, in thus contorming their lives,
and all their actions to those of the Son of God. O, my Lord,
what a motive we have in this to observe well our rules—rules
that will conduct us to so holy and so desirable an end!”



CHAPTER VIII.

DEVOTION TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN AND THE SAINTS.

G T

The Blessed Virgin was, in a certain manner, the first
instructress of St. Vincent de Paul, and shereceived the first
fruits of his piety. Among the ruins of the chapel of Our Lady
of Buglos he passed his childhood ; from his most tender" age,
when he had scarcely left his mother's arms, he loved to go to
pray at the foot of a little statue which he himself had placed
in the hollow of an oak. He grew up amid the traditions of the
pilgrimage to the holy chapel ard of the miracles wrought by
Mary, and it was in a chapel dedicated to her honor that he
said his first Mass. Such was the origin of that tender
devolion to the Blessed Virgin for which he was distinguished
even to extreme old age.

He made it alaw to preparc himself for her festivals by
fasting and good works, to celebrate on those days with
solemnity, to offer the holy racrifice in chapels or on altars
dedicated to her honor, to terminate his conferences and his
meetings with one of her anthems, to recite the rosary every
day, and to wear it constantly at his girdle, as the livery of a
holy vassalage. and to salute her at the sound of the Angelus
bell.

He frequently visited her churches, and in times of danger,
for religion and tue state, he went on a pilgrimage to Chartres.
. In each mission he pronounced, at least, one discourse in her
honor,and. two hundred years before the definition ofthe Church
he proclaimed the privilege of her Immaculate Conception.
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Finally, he placed under her protection all the confratcrnities:
of charity, and all the works that hc established for the good of "
the Church, or of the poor.

‘Founder of a congregation of e;-'angelical laborers, he naturally
had a great devotion to the holy Apostles, those first and
greatest missionaries, and among all, particularly to St. Peter,
the first vicar, and, in his successors, the continuator of Jesus
Christ, and to St. Paul, the first master, the first doctor of
those Gentiles among whom he, too, wished to spread the glad
tidings of the Gospel.

On entering. and before leaving, his room he saluted his guar-
dian angel. He did not forget St. Vincent Martyr, his patron
saint. the traditions of whose life and doings. in Spain, he had
collected; nor St. Vincent Ferrer whose name he bore. though not
under his special patronage ; nor St. Joseph whom lhe gave asa
patron to his internal seminaries, and whose devotion he intro-
duced into all his houses, and whose intercession he besought
in his important undertakings, with vows. masses, and
pilgrimages; nor the blessed Bishop of Geneva whose canoni-
zation he, more than any other, brought about. e honored
the saints in heaven in their glory, and on carth in their relics.
He honored in them particularly the gifts of God, and to God,
the Author of all sanctity, he always referred the worship he
rendered them.

He still honored the saints in his devotion to the so{lls in
Purgatory, for in them he recognized the living members of
Jesus Christ, animated by His grace and assured of partaking,
one day, in His glory. And this is why he prayed in their
intention, and often offered for them the holy sacrifice of the
Mass.

1I1.

He embodied all these devotions in the rules that he gave his
community. He recommended to his brethren to pray for the
dead, to say Mass for the least prayed for, to fly to the succor
of the most miserable and the least provided for, and to recite
before each meal the De Profundis for the benefactors of the
Congregation.
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This is what he says in his rule in regard to the devotion of
the Blessed Mother : ‘‘We will strive. each and cvery one of
us, to render, in the most perfect manner. with the help of
God. the especial worship we owe to the Most Blessed Virgin
Mary, Mother of God ; 1st, in honoring cvery day, with an
especial devotion, this most worthy Mother of Christ, and our
Mother; 2nd, in ‘imitating her virtues. as far as in us lies, but
particularly her humility and her purity ; 3rd, in earncstly
exhorting others, as often as the opportunity offers and the
power is given, to always render her great honor and
worthy service.” During the troubles of the Fronde he induced
the ecclesiastics of his conferences and his ladies of charity to
malke several pilgrimages to shrines consecrated to Mary, in
order to obtain. through the intercession of this Mother of
Mercy, peace and prosperity for the kingdom. He required his
missionalies to preach devotion to her, and to inspirc the
pcople with a great confidence in her protection. When, in
its annual procession. the Chapter of Notre Dame would brinrg
the principal relics of the Cathedral to St. Lazarus, he said to
his commnnity : ** We will so dispose ourselves to receive these
precious relics as though it were the saints themselves, whose
relics they are, that were to do us the houor to pay us a visit ;
and thus we will honor God in his saints, and we will supplicate
Him to make us partakers in the graces with which He
endowed their souls.”



CHAPTER IX.

ZEAL FOR THE GLORY OF GOD AND THE SALVATION
OF SOULS.

I

That Vincent was devoured by zezl for the house of God his
entire life testifies, because that life was employed in com-
batinz evil and in extending the rcign of good; and in this
consists {rue zeal. So many works, uundertaken for the
renovation and sanctification of the clergy, so many
confraternities, so many assemblies, so many institutions,
so many missions given in France and in other coun-
tries of Europe and in lands beyond the seas, all these,
what are they if not so many living 2nd speaking proofs of a
zeal that burned to prevent all outrage against God, and to
procure, in every place, His glory.and the salvation of souls?

His zeal was enlightened, since it followed in the light
cf the Gospel and the decisions of the Church : it was wise,
equally free from weakness and excessive rigor, prudent and
discreet, devoid of bitterness and caprice, always tempered
with respect or tenderness, according to the manner of person
with whom he dealt; his zeal was invincible, never yielding
to storms or persecutions, not even to death itself; disinterested
detached at one and the same time from material interests as
well as from those of self-love; indefatigable and persevering,
believing never to have done enough whilst anything yet
remained to be done, a zeal which neither old age norinfirmity
could conquer or condemn to rest. He was already old when
he said : “I remember, that formerly, when I returned from a
mission, it seemed to me, ou approaching Paris, that the gates
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of the city should fall upon and crush me; and, rarely did I
return from the mission without being filled with this thought.
The reason of that was that I reflected within myself just ag
if some one had said tome : ¢ You go away and behold, there are
other villages that expect from you the same succor which you
have just given to this and to that one. Had you not gone
there, in all likelihood, such and such persons, dying in the
state in which you found them, would have been doomed and
lost forever. Now, if you found such and such sins in that
parish, have you not reason to think that like abominations
exist in the neighboring parish where these poor people expect
a mission? And youdepart! You leave them as they are! If,
meanvwhile, they die, and die in their sins, you will, in some
manner, be the cause of their destruction, and you ought to
fear lest God should punish you’ Thus was my mind agita-
ted.” Andlater still, at the age of seventy-eight, he envied the
labors of his children. He wrote, in 1654 : ¢ Oh how ashamed
I feel when I see how uselessI am, in this world, in comparison
with you! . . . « In truth, my dear sir, I can scarcely
contain myself; I must tell you, in all simplicity, that whas
you write gives me such new and ardent desires to be able, -
with my little infirmities, to go and finish my life under a bush
in laboring in some town, that it seems to me I wonld be very
happy did God grant me that grace.”

II

¢Is there anything” said the Saint, “more beautiful than
zeal ? If the love of God is a fire, zeal is its flame ; if love be a
sun, zeal is its ray.” ‘

This zeal inflamed his discourses and his letters, and
enkindled the same fire in the hearts of his missionaries.

He wrote : ““Oh! how happy are they who worthily give
themselves to God, to do what Jesus Christ has done, and to
practice, in imitation of Him, the virtues that He practiced,
poverty, humility, patience, zeal for the glory of God, and the
salvation of souls. For in this way they become true disciples
of such a Master ; they live purely in His spint, and diffuse,
with the odor of His life, the merit of His actions for the
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sanctification of souls for whom, He was. pleased. to die.

“Are we not truly happy, my brethren, to be able to manitest: -
in truth the vocation: of Jesus. Christ 2 For, who express:
better the manner of life that Jesus led upen earth than the.
missionaries 2 I do not say. it of ourselves alone; I understand;
it also of those great apostolie-laborers of different orders who.
give missions, both within and without the kingdom. They,
indeed, are great missionaries whose shadows only we are.
Sec how they betake themselves to India, to Japan, to Canada,
in order to continue-the work Jesns.Christ Legan, and which.
He has .zot abandoned since -the first moment He was.
appointed to it by the Will of His,Father! Letus imagine that.
He says o us interiorly: Depart, missionariés; go where I
send you !"Sec the poor sou!s awaiting you, whose salvation.
depends upon yoursermons and yourcatechetical instructicns.
This, my brethrem, is what we should: seriously counsider; for-
God has destined us to lubor at such a time, in such places, and.
in behalf of such persons. It is thus He appointed. for His.
prophets certain places and certain persons, and did not wizh
them to go elsewhere.. But what could we answer to God if it
should bhapnen that, through our fauit, any oune of these-
poor souls died and was lost? Would not that soul
have the right to reproach us with being the cause, in
some manner, of its damnation, because we had not suc-
eored it as we should have done? And should we not
fear that at the hour of death we will be asked an account
of it? On the contrary, if we: faithfully correspond to the-
obligations of our vocation, will we not have great reason to.
hope that God will angment. in us,His grace from.day to day,,
that Ie will maltiply, more and more, the congregation, that.
He will draw to it men who will possess the dispositions that.
are proper to act in His spirit, and that He will bless all
our works? And,finally, allthose souls who will have obtained
their eternal salvation. by means of our ministry will render
testimony to.God of our fidelity to.our functions.

“Ilow happy will be they, who, at the hour of death will
see accomplished in.them. these beantiful words of our Lord =
¢ To.proach thegopspel to.the paon-He hath. sent. Me. (Lukeiv.,18.).
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But woe to us if we become relax in serving and in aiding
the poor! For, after having been called by God, and having
given ourselves to ITim for that purpose, He, in some sort,
depends upon us. Bear in mind these words of oneof the
Fathers: <If thow hast not nourished, thou hast Lilled, words
indeed, taken. in reference to corporal refection, but which
may, with as much truth and wore reason, be understond of
spiri:uul nourishment. Judge, then, if we have not cause to
tremble should we fail in this point, and if, on account of age,
nnder pretext of some infirmity or indisposition, we should
relentand fall away from our first fervor. .Asresgards myself,
notwithstanding my age, I do not hold mysell excused from
the obligation of laboring in the service of the 'poor; for what
can prevent me? If 1 be unable to preach every day, I will
preach twice a week ; and if I have not sufficient strength to
make mysell heard in large churches I will gpeakin small ones :
and again, if I have not voice enough for that, what will prevent
me from speaking simply and familiarly to those gocd prople,
as I do at present. gathering them arcund me a¥you are? 1
know aged men who at the day of Judgment cen rise up
against us, and among others, a good Jesuit Father, a man of
holy life, who, having preached many -years at Court, was seized,
at the age of sixty, with a gickness that brought him to the verge
of Death, during which sickness God showed him how vain and
how useless, for the most part, were these studied and polished
discourses of which he made use in his preaching. And this
produced in him such great ramorse of conscience that, having
regained his health, he asked and obtained from his superiors
permission to go teach catechism and give familiar instruction
to the poor in the country. He labored for twenty years in
this churitable’ employment, and persevered till death. On
seeing himself about to expire he asked one favor, which was
that the wand which he used in teaching catechism might be
buried with him, so that, he said, it might bear witness that
he had abandoned the service of the Court to serve our Lord
in the persons of the poor country people. .

“ Some of those who seek to live a long time might fear that
the labor of the missions would shorten their days and
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advance the hour of death; and for this reason they might,.
as far as possible, strive to avoid it as an evil that was to b2

dreaded ; but T would ask.of him whavould entertain such a-
sentiment : Is it a misfortune for him who is journeying in a .
foreign land to make progress in.his journey and to near his .
own country ? Is it a misfortune for those who are on the -
sea to approach the port? Isit an evil for a faithful soul to

go sec and enjoy its God? Is it, finally, a misfortune for-
missionaries to quickly go to possess the glory which their-
Divine Master merited for them:by His sufferings and death ?

What! Do we fear that that should happen, which we canuot

sufficiently desire, and which happens only too late?

‘“But what I say to the priests, I say also to those who are -
not priests, to all our brothers. No, my brothers, yon must
not think because you are not employed in preaching that
therefore you are excmpted from the obligations which we all.
have to labor for the salvation of the poor. For you can Jabor-
in your own manner, and perhaps with just as much iruit as
‘the preacher himself, and’ certainly with less danger for
yourselves. You are- obliged thereto, being members of the:
same body with us, just as all the members of the sacred body
of Jesus Ckrist contributed, each in its way, to the work of
our redemption. For if the head was crowned with thorns,
the feef were pierced with nails whereby they were fastened
to the cross; and if, .after the resurrection, the sacred head was:
recompensed, so, too, were the feet, and they participated in-
the glory wherewith it was crowned.”

He sustained their courage in their: labors and sufferings..
*Oh, sir, what congolation I have in thinking of you who are
entirely God's, and of your - vocation which is truly apostolic!’
Love, then, this blessed lot that has.fallen to you and which
ounght to bring down upon you an infinizy of graces, provided
you are faithful to the first. You will, doubtless, have much
to struggle against; for the malign spirit and ccrrupt nature-
will league together to oppose the gocd yom wish to do; they:
will represent to you the difficulties:as- greater than they
really are, and'in order to saddemn and dépress you they will:
use every: effort to-persuade you that, in your need, grace will.
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“fail you ; they will raise up men who will eontradict and
-persecute you, and, perhaps, among those upon whom you
looked as your best {iriends, who should snstain and console
you. Should such happen, my dear sir, you mustlook upon
it as a good sign; for, then, by this mcans, you will have
closer relations with our Lord who, being overwhelmed with
sorrow, saw Himself abandoned, denied, and betrayed by His
own, and rejected, as it were, by His own Father. Oh! how
truly happy are they who lovingly carry their cross in
following such a Master! Remember, sir, and firmly believe
that whatever befalls you, you will never be tempted beyond
your strength, und that God Himself will be your stay and
your force, and so much the more completely as you will have
neither refuge nor confidence in any but in Him alone.”

He upheld them in their missions when theso were
apparently unfruitful, and he wrote: “ Blessed be the Father
-of our ‘Lord Jesus Christ, who has so sweetly und firmly
.inspired you with the thought of the mission which you have
‘undertaken for the ;propagation of the faith! And blessed
ibe the same Lord who has come into the world, not only to
redeem the souls you go to instruct, but also to merit for you
ithe graces that are needful to procure their salvation and your
«own! Since, then, these graces are all prepared for you, and
:since our Lord'God, who bestows them, desires nothing so
.much as to grant them to those who wish to make good use of
them, on what does it depend that you be not filled with them,
:and that by their virtue the remains of the old man be not
«destroyed within yon, and the darkness of ignorance and of
sin dispelled from this people? I will hope that, on your part,
:you will spare neither labor, ner health, nor life; you have
_given yourself to ‘God for this purpose, and exposed yourself
to the perils of a long voyage, and, therefore, it only remains
for you to take a strong resolution to put your hand to the
-work in all earnestness. Yet, to begin well, and to succeed,
_you must rememiber to act 1 the spirit of our Lord, unite
:your-actions with His, and give them 'a noble and all Divine
end by dedicating them to His greater glory. By this means,
«God will shower.dowm upon you and upon your works every
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sort of blessing. Still, it may possibly happen that you do
not see them, in this, at least, to the full extent; for God
sometimes, for very just raasons, conceals from IIis servants
the fruits ot their labors, but He does not fail to make their
snceess very great. It is a long time before a farmer sees the
results of his work, and sumetimes he does not perceive at all the
abundant harvest that his sowing has produced. This is what
happaned to St. Francis Xavier, who, during I'fe, did not see-
the woaderful fruits his holy labors were to produce after his
dexth, nor the wonderful progress of the missions which he
began. This consideration should kezp your heart free, and
elevated tv God, being confident that all will be well though:
the contrary may se:m probable.”

He turned persecution itself into a motive of z2al. ¢ Who-
knows bu: that God ha3z sent this misforian2 to test our
faithfulness? Do the dangers which they encounter deter
merchants from travelling over the seas, or do soldiers reiuse
to go to war on account oi the wounds, or even of the death, to
which they are exposed? And should we fail to do our duty
in suzcoring and in saving svuls, on account of the worry of
mind and the persecutious with which we meet ?”

When he learned that any of his missionarics werz 2 prey to
the ravages of war, of pestilence, or of any other scourge, he’
esteemed them happy and took occasion to excite in those at
home the desire of martyrdom. Ile said: ¢ They suffer, by
the grace of God, in the proper spirit, and they are happy in
sullering, first because they render a service to Gol, and
secondly. because they procure the salvation oi souls. Now,
we, too, gentlemen, ought to have a like dispasirion, and a
similar degire to work for God and our neighbor,and be willing
to wear ourselves out for this purpose. Yes, gentlemen, and
my brothers, we must belong te God and to the service of our
peighbor without reserve; we chould be ready to g» naked to
clothe him, to give cur lives to procure his salvation, to hold
ourselves in readiness to do all and to suffer all for charity’s
sake, to be disposed to go wheresoevar it may please God to
send us for this purpose, be it to India, or to places still more
distant, and, in fine, to be willing to cxpose our lives to
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‘procure the epirtnal geod of onr dear neighbor and fo cxtend
the empire of Jesus Christ ever souls. And I, myself, though
-old and worn. should not mneglect to keep mysclf in this
disposition, and be ready to -go to the Indies, there to gain
souls to God, even though I shonld die-on the way. For do
not think that God demands ef wms strength and healthy
disposition of body; no, He only requires good will, and a true
-and sincere disposition to embrace aIl opportunities, to serve
Him even at the peril of our lives, whieh our kearts should
-desire to sacrifice for God, and, should He so will, saffer
mar{yrdom. And this desire is sometimes as agreeable to the
Divine Majesty as the reality itself'; the Charch herself has
a similar idea oi' this -disposition, for she honors as martyrs
Tmany saiits who were only cxiled for the faith and died
in exile a natural death. O. how our brothers, who labor
in fnreign lands, are learned in this science of saffering!
Some are exposed to the dangers of pestilence in attending
those who are stricken dmvn/; others are amid ali the
dangers cl war; others are suffering all the pangs of
‘hunger ; and all in inconvenieneces, in labers, and in suffer-
ings. Yet, notwithstanding all this, they remain firm and
unshdkean in the good work which they have undertaken. Let us
acknowledge, and be ‘gratetul, gentlemen, for the grace God
bas given to this poor and pitiable Congregation, to see itself
composed of such persons snd such members so faithful and
80 constant in suffering for the scrvice and love of His Divine
Majesty. Courage, then, gentlemen, and my brothers; let us
hope that our Lord wifl strengthen us in the crosses that will
wome upon us, how great soever they may Dbe, provided He
perceives in us a love for them and a confidence in Him. Let
s say-to sickness, 'when it presents itself, or to persecution,
:should it come, to interior and exterior pains, to temptations,
‘and to dzath itsclf, when He sends it: ¢ Welcome, ve heavenly
favors, graces from God, holy trials, which come frem a
paternal and all loving hand for my gsod ; 1 receive you with
2 heart full of respect, of smbmission, and of confidence inIlim
who sends you; I abandon myselt to you that I may give
myself to Him.””
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Let us hear the Saint further in one or two of those-
discourses wherein he excited in his children a desire to die-
for Jesus, and for the salvation of souls. One of his mission-
aries, sent to Scotland, was imprisoned by Cromwell, that is,
was on the threshold of martyrdom. The Saint said: ‘I donot
know whether we should rcjoice or be sorrowful for this. On
the one side, God is honored in the state in which our brother-
is detained, since it is for His love; and the Congregation
would be blessed should God find it worthy to offer Him a
martyr, whilst he himself would be happy in suffering for
God’s name and in offering himself, us he has done, for-
whatever it may please Him to ordain in regard to his person.
or his life,.  What acts of virtne does he mnot, at present,.
practice ; acts of faith, of hope, of love of God, of resignation
and of oblation, whereby he prepares himself more and more
to merit such u crown? All thisexcites us, in God, to great
Jjoy and gratitude. Bui, on the other band, it is our brother who
suffers; should we not sufter with him? As for me, 1 confess
that, according to nature, I am greatly afflicted, and my grief
is very sensible; but, according to the spirit, I judge we:
ghould bless God as for a very special grace. See how God
acts! After a person has rendered Him some remarkable:
service He loads him with crosses and afflictions and oppro-
brium. O, gentlemen, and my brothers, there must be
gomething very great in cresses and in suffering which the
understanding cannot fathom, since, ordinarily, God causes.
the service done Him to be followed by afflictions, persecu-
tions, prisons, and martyrdom, in order to elevate to a high
degree of perfection and glory those who devote themselves
perfectly to His service. 'Whosoever wishes to be a disciple of
Jesus Christ must expect that ; but he should also hope,that in
case the occasion offers, God will give him the strength to
support the afflictions, and to overcome the torments.”

Two missionaries of Poland were in the midst of the ravages
of war and pestilence. Vincent took the occasion to say to

his Community: ¢“Others would become discouraged in seeing °

themselves in such a condition, three or four hundred leagues
away from [their own country. They would say: ¢ Why were

.
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“ But what have they suffered in that country?  Famine?
It is there. The plague? Both have been seiged by ity and
oneasecond time. War? They are in the midst ol armics, and
have fallen into the hands of the cnemy’s soldiors, I a wond,
God has tried them by every sort of scomrge.  Awd wo, howey
will be ag if tied to home comforts, without heart, withont
zeal! We will look on at others exposing thomselves to dunger
for the service of God, and we will remain as timid ax wot hona!
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Ob, misery! Oh, meanness! See, there are twenty thousand
soldiers who go to war, there to suffer every kind of pain,
where one will lose an arm, another a leg, and many their
lives, and all for a little vain-glory, for hopes extremely
uncertain ; and yet they have no fear, they hasten there as if
after a treasure. But to gain Heaven, gentlemen, there is
scarcely one who stirs, and often, those, who have undertak:n

to conquerit, lead lives so soft and sensual that they are.

unworthy not only of a priest and a Christian, but eveun of a
reasonable man. If there be such among us, they are but
carcasses of' missionaries. :

“ But, oh, my God! be forever praised and glorified for the
graces Thou hast given thosc who abandon themseives to
"Thee; be Thou; Thyself, Thy praise for having given to this
little Congregation these tiwo men of grace.

““Let us give ourselves to God, gentlemen, to go to carry
His holy Gospel over the entire earth snd into whatever pait
He may lead us; there, let us maintain our part, and continue
our duties until such time as His gocd pleasure will withdraw
us. Let no difficulties move wus; the glory of the eternal
Father and the efficacy of the word and of the passion of His
Bon are at stake. The salvation of men and our own are se
great a good tl:at they merit to be obtained at any price.  And
it matters not that we die the sooner, provided we die with
arms in our hands; we will be on