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NOTICE.

St. ALPHONSUS was in his eightieth year when he
wrote the VicTorIEs oF THE MARTYRS, which appeared
in the year 1776. He had just been relieved by Pope
Pius VI. of the burden of the episcopate, which weighed
so heavily upon him, but not of the burden of his Con-
gregation, which furnished him with a retreat that was
most laborious. Moreover, he had to compose this work
in the midst of the greatest sufferings, says Father Tan-
noia." The kingdom of Naples, he adds, received this
new fruit of the zeal of our saint with general satisfac-
tion; and in the opinion of Canon Fabius Massa, the
Church was to derive the greatest profit from it, nothing
being better suited, especially in those calamitous times,
to strengthen the faith and to enkindle piety.

But the reading of such a book is not less useful in our
age, and will be so in every age. The constancy of the
faithful will always be tried, piety will always be perse-
cuted, by the enemies of Jesus Christ: AX that will live
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.® Other suf-
ferings will also not be wanting; for the road leading to
heaven is sown with all kinds of tribulations: Z7rough
many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.* Such
was the way in which our divine Saviour walked: Ouwght
not Christ to have suffered these things, and so to enter into

! Book iv. Chap. 3 (7).

? *“Omnes qui pie volunt vivere in Christo Jesu, persecutionem
patientur.”—2 Z7m. iii. 12.

3¢ Per multas tribulationes oportet nos intrare in regnum Dei.’—
Acts, xiv, 21,
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his glory 2t And he himself informs us that his disciples
and his servants should be treated as he was treated:
The disciple is not above the master, nor the servant above his
Lord.* Buthe assures us that the trial will never be above
our strength, and that he is ready to aid those that call
upon him: And God is faithful, who will not suffer you
to be tempted above that which you are able; but will also
make with temptation issue, that you may be able to bear it
Hence he wishes us to have unshaken confidence while
we are in the midst of the most cruel anguish, since
beforehand he has made sure our victory: Ju the world
you shall have distress : but have confidence, I have overcome
the world." He even wishes that at such a time we
should be filled with joy while considering the eternal
reward that he has prepared for the pains of a moment:
Be glad and rejoice, for your reward is very great in heaven.’
And when we think of the love that our Saviour has shown
us in all that he has done and suffered for us, our hearts
are inflamed with gratitude and love towards him; we,
then, desire to labor and to suffer yet more for his glory;
we desire to sacrifice for him our lives, finding no other
happiness than that of suffering and dying for God.
Such are the sentiments that we admire in the athletes
of the faith—sentiments with which we feel ourselves
sweetly penetrated while reading the Victories of the
Martyrs. This volume is a selection of the most beautiful

! «“ Nonne hzc oportuit pati Christum, et ita intrare in gloriam
suam 2" —ZLuke, Xxiv. 20,

¢ ¢ Non est discipulus super magistrum, nec servus super dominum
suum.”—Matt. X. 24.

# ¢ Fidelis autem Deus est, qui non patietur vos tentari supra id quod
potestis; sed faciet etiam cum tentatione proventum, ut possitis sus-
tinere.”—1 Cor. X. 13.

4 ¢“In mundo pressuram habebitis; sed confidite, ego vici mundum.”
— John, xvi. 33.

> ““ Gaudete et exsultate, quoniam merces vestra copiosa est in ccelis.’
—Matt, v. 12.
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examples drawn from the history of the martyrs of every
age and place, after the time of the apostles, and taken
from the best sources. We have carefully revised these
sources in order to be able to establish the correctness of
the narrativé according to the intention expressed by the
author in his preface. We have at times found it neces-
sary, as was the case in the preceding works, to make
certain corrections; we have even here and there added
the name of a place or of a person, a date or some trifling
circumstance, which the clearness and the interest of
the narration seemed to us to demand. When, however,
we did not follow the author literally, we only did so in
order to render his thought more clear; and when the
matter appeared to us to be of some importance, we
added a note, so as to give to this good book all the ac-
curacy that the readers might desire. In a word, we
have done what we think the author would himself have
done, and have written for our time and for those
for whom our work is intended, without, however,
confounding what is the translator’s with what belongs
_to the author, whose every word has always been sacred
to us.

This volume completes the first series of the Ascetical
Works, comprising the volumes that are suitable for
persons of every age and every state of life. We began
the series by the Preparation of Death, and we finish it
by the Victories of the Martyrs, who are our principal
models after Jesus and Mary, the King and the Queen
of martyrs. The other saints had only to follow them;
it is thus that they have acquired the same glory. “St.
John beheld all the saints clothed in white, and with
palms in their hands: Clothed with white robes, and palms
in their hands.! The palm is the symbol of martyrs; and
yet all the saints did not suffer martyrdom:—why, then,

V¢ Amicti stolis albis, et palme in manibus eorum.”—./poc, vii. g.
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do all the saints bear palms in their hands? St. Gregory
replies, that all the saints have been martyrs either of
the sword or of patience; so that he adds, *We can be
martyrs without the sword, if we keep patience.””' We
can even obtain many times the merit of the martyrs and
increase the value of our crown by acts of a good-will,
as is explained in the Introduction.®

But our revered author was not satisfied with telling
us how we may imitate the heroes of faith; he shows us
this much better in his wonderful life, which was a
prodigy of patience and long martyrdom. There are
but few saints who suffered as much as he suffered.

He was his own tyrant and his own executioner. Al-
though he had never committed a grievoué sin from his
youth, yet, impelled by his ardent love for Jesus Christ,
he gave himself up to the most cruel penances, and God
permitted that he could continue them to the age of
nearly ninety-one years. He regarded himself as a
victim that was to be entirely immolated to divine love
without the least reserve; and convinced that this love
is manifested by labor and suffering, as he himself
teaches us,” he thought only of laboring and suffering
as much as possible for God. But obedience being
better than sacrifice, he bound himself by a vow to
follow in all things the advice of the director of his con-
science, in which he recognized the divine will. By re-
nouncing all worldly hopes, he condemned himself to a
life of extreme poverty; his garments, his furniture, and
everything that he used, even when he was a bishop, bore
the impress of this virtue, and reduced him to what was
strictly necessary. At night he took his short repose on
a simple straw-mattress, and sometimes on a plank; and
when travelling, if he could not go on foot, he would use

Y Practice of the Love of Jesus Christ, vol. vi. page 308 or 309.

* See pp. 37, 39-
8 Sure Signs of Divine Love, vol. ii. page 492.
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only a donkey for riding. He took but little nourish-
ment, and was careful to mix it with bitter herbs so as
to render its taste very disagreeable; and this he often
ate on his knees or sitting on the floor. Besides the
ordinary fast and abstinence, he fasted on bread and
water on all Saturdays and vigils of the principal feasts
When he studied or wrote, he would stand with small
stones in his shoes in order to suffer. He severely
scourged himself every day, and frequently to blood; he
used, besides, little chains, hair-cloth, and other instru-
ments for the purpose of coantinually tormenting his
flesh. One evening, worn out with fatigue, he fell down
in his room, having swooned away, and remained uncon-
scious the whole night and the greater part of the fol-
lowing day; the doctor ordered him to be disrobed, and
on him was found a hair-shirt that covered his whole
body. From this we may form an idea of his austerities,
which he strove so much to conceal from the eyes of
men. To these self-inflicted penalties must be added
his great labors inthe midst of pain, solicitude, and con-
“tinual trials.

Our saint had at one time conceived the idea to devote
himself to the Chinese missions, and he was anxious to
know God’s holy will in regard to this matter; but the
Lord deigned to call him to another apostolate. Obedi-
ent to the voice of Heaven, he generously undertook the
work of his Iunstitute, notwithstanding numerous obsta-
cles.  When, after having laid the foundation, he saw
himself all at once abandoned by his first companions,
far from yielding to the efforts of hell to discourage him,
he bound himself by a formal vow, under pain of grave
sin, to persevere in his vocation, should he have to re-
main alone, and to offer himself as a sacrifice for the sal-
vation of souls. Wishing to consecrate himself unre-
servedly, during his whole Iife, to the service of God, he
made another vow, which the Bull of his canonization
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declares to be very difficult, and till that time unheard o,
namely, never to allow a moment to pass withou: =m-
ploying it in some useful work. Heaven blessed these
magnanimous acts. The devil, however, although al-
ways conquered by him, never ceased to excite agzainst
him a thousand contradictions, unjust prejudices, per-
fidious accusations, endless intrigues, law-suits, threats,
and odious attacks. His enemies went so faras to brie
an infamous creature to sully his reputation and that cf
the missionaries, A man of influence, who was leading
a scandalous life, took with him one day a troop of as-
sassins for the purpose of murdering him; but he was
arrested on the way. The saint, on learning the danger
that threatened him, quietly said: “ He may take my
life if he pleases; in this way I shall obtain the crown of
martyrdom.”

It was a remarkable thing that his own friends were
the cause of affliction to him no less than his enemies.
As soon as they heard of the design that he had formed
of founding a new Congregation of missionaries, nearly
all of them turned against him. Those who but recently
admitted his talents and his virtues allowed a change to
come over them in their conduct towards him, looking
upon him as an extravagant and fanatical man, a vision-
ary filled with self-conceit, the sportof a foolish illusion;
without consideration they heaped upon him, both in
public and private, the most humiliating reproaches;
everywhere there were persons that vied with one
another to decry him; and men in authority that were
secretly his guides and his supportdid not dare to permit
him to use their testimonials that he might defend him-
self. His associates of the Propaganda wished even to
exclude him from their society and to deprive him of a
benefice that was his only support. Those that had de-
clared themselves against him triumphed, especially when
it became known that his first attempt had failed, and
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that he now found himself abandoned by his compan-
ions; he was regarded as one that was irretrievably lost;
no one dared to take up his defence; and he was even
referred to from the pulpit as a melancholy instance,.
The confusion and the anguish of our saint reached their
highest point. Yet the most cruel trial to which his
- heart had to submit came from the excessive tenderness
of his father when it became necessary for him to tear
himself away from his gentle embraces in order to pro-
ceed to the place whither God was calling him.

The Lord, moreover, reserved for his virtue many
other assaults, and these came from his own children, and
from the common Father of the faithful, by whom he was
loved and venerated, and to whom he was always per-
fectly devoted. Alphonsus had known how to avoid the
episcopate, of which the thought alone made him trem-
ble. He had already thought himself free from all
danger, when, at the age of sixty-six and under the
burden of grave infirmities, he found it suddenly im-
posed upon him by the irrevocable command of Clement
XIII. This was for the poor old man like a thunder-
bblt, which he appeared only to survive by a miracle.
After having carried this heavy burden for thirteen years,
with a courage that was truly hevoic, he was finally re-
lieved of the episcopate owing to the infirmities that
were overwhelming him. It was then believed that he
would finish his days in peace among lis own children,
but he was really going to empty the cup of bitterness
that was yet far from being empty. The enemies of his
Congregation never ceased to compass his ruin by all
imaginable proceedings. His Congregation was con-
tinually hovering between life and death; but they were
unsuccessful in their criminal designs. When this violent
storm appeared to have subsided and peace was restored,
the devil succeeded in stirring up, in the Institute itself,

a domestic war that shook it in its very foundation.
2 A
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This was caused by some subjects that abused the confi-
dence of the holy Founder, and turned against him. He
was shamefully calumniated at Rome in the midst of such
a concourse of circumstances that it was impossible for
him to defend himself. He was accused of having in-
fringed his Rule, and consequently the authority of the
Holy See that had approved it. He was judged and
was treated as the author of a culpable act of which he
was only the principal victim. Pius VI, prepossessed
by false reports and deceived by every appearance of
truth, believed it to be his duty to condemn him, to de-
pose him from his office of Superior-General, and even
to exclude him from his dear Congregation. Our saint,
aged eighty-four years, suffering and powerless, received
this news without being able to answer; his heart was,
moreover, filled with great sorrow in being obliged to
see his most worthy children involved in his own dis-
grace, and the great injury to souls that would be the
result. There was no one left to console him; humble
and resigned, he profoundly bent his head, and said: “It
is only God whom I desire; itis sufficient if liis grace is
not wanting to me. The Pope wishies it so; may God be
praised ! The will of the Pope is the will of God.” He
was for several years suffering under this fatal blow, the
hardest that could have been inflicted upon himj; and it was
only after his death that the Holy Father learned the en-
tire truth, and became fully convinced of his innocence.

God permitted this event in order to give his servant
an occasion to exercise till the end his great virtue, and
to acquire very great merits. But this was not all: he
still had to suffer a long and painful martyrdom, both in
his body and in his soul.

At the beginning of his apostolic career he was af-
fected by two mortal illnesses in consequence of his ex-
cessive labors; his recovery was obtained only through
the particular help of the Blessed Virgin. In his fifty-
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second vear he was taken with a violent asthma that en-
dangered his life; he was relieved of this trouble, but
continued to suffer from it ever after. The violence that
he had to do to himself in order to accept the episcopal
charge again reduced him to extremity; he rallied with
great difficulty, and had a relapse during the first visita-
tion of his diocese, about two years after. Each time his
case was despaired of, the last sacraments had to be ad-
ministered to him, and preparations were made for his
funeral; but his course was not yet finished. It was in
the seventy-second year of his age, in 1768, that he was
attacked by his most cruel malady. An extremely pain-
ful rhenumatism, which at first was thought to be sciatica,
gradually encroached upon all his joints and ended by
affecting the vertebrae of his neck. His head was very
much bent over, so that his chin rested on his breast,
where the pressure of the beard produced a painful
wound. As the sick man suffered without complaint,
this wound was only perceived when the vitiated erup-
tion flowing from it attracted the attention of the doctors.
All his members were contracted, and the body, when
viewed from behind, appeared to be without a head.
The holy bishop had to remain painfully seated in an
arm-chair, during the night as well as during the day,
and could not lie down, nor dress, nor move, nor rest.
However, at the end of a few months he became con-
valescent; but he continued to suffer, and it was no
longer possible for him to raise his head during the
nineteen yvears that he still lived. Nothing was more
wonderful than his patience and his resignation during
this painful sickness; and yet great was the constancy of
his zeal to perform the exercises of piety, to mortify
himself, to apply himself to the duties of his charge, not-
withstanding all his sufferings.

And to all this we must add his interior trials with
which the others cannot be compared. Alphonsus was
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a little more than thirty-three years old when God sub-
jected him to this terrible cross. His life was then only
a life of aridity and desolation. At the altar he found
himself without devotion; prayer had become to him
mostirksome. “Igoto JesusChrist,” he used tosay, “and
he repels me; I have recourse to Mary, and she is deaf
to my voice.” A most sensible privation for a soul that
has tasted heavenly delights, and that now, plunged into
darkness, sees only misery,and fears to have made itself
unworthy of the presence of its Beloved! But it was,
above all, during the last period of his life that our saint
had to undergo the most frightful combats. It seems that
God had given to the devil the power to afflict him as he
afflicted Job. After having struck himin his body and in
his religious family, having made him fall into disgrace
with the Sovereign Pontiff, the tempter represented to
him these evils as the punishment of his sins, and wished
to persuade him that God had abandoned him. The
poor old man was thien heard to cry out in a heart-rending
voice: “Help me; the devil wishes to make me despair.
Help me; I do not wish to offend God.” The enemy
being repulsed, returned again and again to the charge,
seeking to take him by surprise. He attacked him in
different ways—by darkness, scruples, fears, perplexities,
horrible temptations. IHe even appeared to him under
the form of different persons, and now flattered him to
inspire him with the sentiment of vanity, now endeavored
to make him believe that he was a reprobate. But
in his distress the saint never omitted to invoke Jesus
and Mary, and assistance was given to him.

We give but a cursory view of what Alphonsus suffered
during his long career. Would it not have been much
more agreeable to him to shed his blood by the hand of
the executioner, in the midst of the most cruel tortures,
with the consolation of sacrificing his life for Jesus Christ
as he desired to do ? and would not his merits have been
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proportionate to his trials and to his fidelity? We
should, therefore, be convinced that he bears a brilliant
palm in the assembly of the celestial conquerors.

O great saint, who hast done so much to draw us to
God, to show us the way to salvation,and to conduct us
to it by thy example ! now that thou dost occupy so high
a rank in glory, assist us from the heights of heaven;
obtain for us the grace to follow thee at least from afar;
or rather, obtain for us the grace generously to walk in
thy footsteps.  Obtain for us great humility, great con-
fidence in the divine mercy, great faith, great patience
in trials, great love, great courage, great devotedness
until the tast breath. Obtain for us by thy prayers that
we may reach a place near to thee, so that thou mayest
present us as thy conquest for Jesus Christ. Amen.

Eb.
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USEFUL REFLECTIONS
BY WHICH WE MAY DERII'E GREAT FRUIT FROM THE READING
OF THE COMBATS AND THE I'[CTORIES OF THE MARTYRS.
g

Virtues Practised by the Holy Martyrs in the Combats that
they had to Sustain against their Persecutors.

Ir the reading of the Lives of the Saints is a great
means to preserve piety, as is said by St. Philip Neri,’
and as is taught by all the masters of spiritual life, we
shall find it yet more useful to read about the victories
that the holy martyrs gained by sacrificing their lives
amid torments. Hence, before relating their individual
triumphs, we shall consider, to our spirituyal advantage,
the principal virtues of which they gave proofs in their
combats.

There is no doubt that the martyrs are indebted for
their crown to the power of the grace which they re-
ceived from Jesus Christ; for he it is that gave them the
strength to despise all the promises and all the threats
of tyrants, and to endure all the torments till they had
made an entire sacrifice of theirlives. So that all their
merits, as St. Augustine writes,” were the effects of
the grace that God in his mercy imparted to them.
But it is also certain, and even of faith, that on their
part the martyrs co-operated with the grace which ena-
bled them to obtain their victory. Innovators have
blasphemed against this truth, saving that all the crimes

! Baced, 1. 2, ch. s.
? Conf. Book g, c. 13.—S. 131, £. B.
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of the wicked and all the good works of the just are the
offspring of necessity; but the same St. Augustine gives
them the lie when he says that in this case no reward or
punishment would be just.’

The martyrs, therefore, acquired great merits, because
the virtues of which they gave proofs in their combats
were great and heroic. We shall briefly describe these
virtues in order that we may imitate them in the tribu-
lations to which we may be exposed in this life.

Weat first remark that the martyrs were firmly attached
to all the dogmas of the Christian faith. 1In the first
ages of the Church two false religions specially opposed
ours : these were the religion of the Gentiles and that
of the Jews. The religion of the Gentiles, by admitting
several gods, furnished itself the proof of its falsity; for
if the world had been under the dominion of several
masters, it could not have maintained that regular and
constant order which we see has been preserved for so
many centuries up to the present time, This is evident
even to the eyes of natural reason; for cvery kingdom
divided against ttself shall be destroved.* Moreover, the very
words of the idolatrous priests clearly demonstrated the
falsity of their worship, since the actions that they at-
tributed to their gods represented the latter as filled
with passions and vices. This was the way in which the
holy martyrs reproached the tyrants when the latter ex-
horted them to sacrifice to their idols: ** How can we,”
they said, “adore your gods, if, instead of offering us
models of virtue, they exhibit us only examples of vice ?”
The religion of the Jews, although formerly holy and
revealed by God, was at that time not less manifestly ob-
solete and false. In fact, in the Scriptures themselves
which they had received from God, had preserved with so

! ¢ Sive autem iniquitas, sive justitia, si in potestate non esset, nullum
premium, nulla peena justa esset.”—Contra Faust. 1. 22, c. 78,
¥ * Omne regnum in seipsum divisum desolabitur.”—Za ke, xi. 17.
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much care, and had transmitted to us, it was predicted
that at a certain time the Son of (God was to come down
upon eartl, to become man, and to die for he salvation of
the world; that they themselves would put him to death
on the Cross as they actually did, and that in punishment
of this impiety they would be driven from their own
kingdom, and without a king, without a temple, without
a country, they would live scattered, and be vagabonds
throughout the world, abhorred and despised by all na-
tions. These were predictions that were manifestly
realized in every particular after the death of the Saviour.
What rendered still more certain the truth of our
faith was the formation of a new people of God by the
conversion of the Gentiles: this was known to have been
announced beforehand in the Scriptures, and this was
seen to be realized as soon as the apostles spread through-
out the world in order to promulgate the New Law
preached by Jesus Christ. This event was an evident
proof of the protection that God gave to the Christian re-
ligion; forhow could these poor sinners or these publicans,
_such as the apostles were—men devoid of instruction, of
wealth, of every human assistance, and even persecuted
by the magistrates and the emperors, have induced, with-
out divine assistance, so many Christians to renounce all
their property, all their honors, and generously to sacri-
fice their lives amid tortures the most excruciating that
the power and the cruelty of the tvrants could invent ?
But what was still more marvellous was to behold so
many Gentiles embrace a religion difficult to believe and
difficult to practise. It was difficult to belicve on the
part of the intellect, for this religion teaches mysteries
beyond the reach of human reason; namely, the Trinity
of one God in three distinct persons, who have but one
nature, one power, and one will; the Incarnation of the
Son of God come upon earth to die for the salvation of
mankind; and many other articles regarding original
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sin, the spirituality and the immortality of the soul, the
sacraments, especially the sacrament of the Holy Eucha-
rist. It was difficult to practise on the part of the will,
because it commands things contrary to the inclinations
of nature corrupted by sin and repugnant to the libertin-
ism in which the pagans were living, who were accus-
tomed to follow their passionsand to give themselves up
to the pleasures of the senses. Notwithstanding these
obstacles, the Christian religion saw itself embraced by
so many nations ! From this universal consent of the
nations St. Augustine argues the divinity of our religion,
saying that had not God illuminated by his powerful
grace so many people—civilized and barbarian, learned
and illiterate, noble and plebeian, all immersed in the
superstitions of their country, imbued from their earliest
yvears with maxims so opposed to the sanctity of faith—
how could they have embraced it?

Besides the interior lights of grace, there were many
other causes that induced the people to embrace Chris-
tianity and to remain firm in professing it. Miracles
contributed much to inflame their zeal; for from the
moment in which the apostles began to preach, the Lord
caused miracles to abound in testimony of the faith, as
St. Mark says: Zhey preached everywhere, the Lord working
withal, and confirming the word with signs that followed.'
It is certain that the great miracles that had been
wrought by the apostles and their disciples contributed
largely to the conversion of the world. In vain the ad-
herents of idolatry tried to make believe that these prodi-
gies were the effect of magical incantations: every one
well understood that God would never permit them if
they were to serve the purpose of giving support to dia-
bolical agency orto a false religion. The proof of mira-
cles was therefore a truly divine proof, by which the

! ¢ Praedicaverunt ubique, Domino codperante et sermonem confirm-
ante sequentibus signis.”—Mar4, xvi. 20.
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Lord confirmed the Christian religion and the faith of
believers.

The faith became further strengthened by the con-
stancy of martyrs of both saxes, of every age and condi-
tion : men and women, the aged and the young, the
noble and the plebeian, the rich and the poor, the learned
and the unlearned, married and single. They were seen
to renounce their homes, their parents, their titles, their
fortunes, and everything they possessed, to embrace
scourges, racks, fire, torture, and to encounter death under
its most horrible shapes; and all this not only with
courage, but with joyfulness and thanksgiving to God,
who made them worthy to suffer and die for his love.
St. Justin, who was himself a martyr, confessed that this
heroic virtue of the Christians had been to him a power-
ful stimulus to embrace the faith!’

The martyrs received great courage in their sufferings
from the desire of quickly arriving at the fruition of the
promises made by Jesus Christ to his followers: Blessed
are ye when they shall revile you and persecute you. . . . Be
glad and rejoice, for your reward is very great in heaven’
Fwery one therefore that shall confess me before men [ will
also confess him before my Father who is in heaven.’

But what above all filled the martyrs with courage and
ardor and made them wish to die was their great love
for their divine Master, whom St. Augustine® calls the
King of Martyrs, who wished to die on the Cross in pain
and in desolation for the love of us, as St. Paul says:

Y Apolog. 1.

¢ «“ Beati estis, cum maledixerint vobis, et persecuti vos fuerint . . .
Gaudete et exsultate, quoniam merces vestra copiosa est in ceelis.” —
Matt. v. 11.

$ ¢ Omnis ergo qui confitebitur me coram hominibus, confitebor et
ego eum coram Patre meo, qui in ccelis est.”—/att. x. 32.

4 /n Ps. Ixiii.
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He loveth us, and hath delivered himself for us.! Actuated
by this love, they went with joy to suffer and to die for
Jesus Christ; so that, not content to endure the pains that
were inflicted upon them, they besought, they provoked
the executioners and the tyrants, to obtain from them an
increase of torture, in order that they might show them-
selves more grateful to God who died for love of them.

Hence it came to pass, according to St. Justin, that in
the course of three centuries the whole earth was filled
with Christians and martyrs. *‘ There is no nation,
Greek or barbarian,” writes the holy martyr to Trypho,
“that does not offer prayers and thanksgivings to the
Creator of the universe by invoking the name of Jesus
Christ.”*  St. Irenzeus,’ in like manner, attests that at
his time the faith of Jesus Christ was extended over the
entire world. Pliny, in his celebrated letter to the Em-
peror Trajan,® declared that the Christian faith was ex-
tended to such a degree that the temples of the gods were
abandoned, and that victims were no longer offered to
the idols. And Tiberian also wrote to the same emperor
that it would be unwise to put to death all the Christians,
since the number of those who were anxious to die for
Jesus Christ was incalculable.®

From these facts Clement of Alexandria® subse-
quently inferred, that if God himself had not upheld
the Christian faith, it never could have withstood the
efforts of so many philosophers who endeavored to ob-
scure it with sophisms, or the violence of so many kings
and emperors who labored to extinguish it by persecu-
tion. The number of Christians, far from having been

1« Dilexit nos, et tradidit semetipsum pro nobis.”—Zpk. v. 2.
2 Dial. cum Triph.

3 Adv. Heres. 1. 3, ¢. II.

+ Lib. 10, Ep. 97.

b Suidas, Hist. v. Trajanus.

b Strom. 1. 6.
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diminished by the slaughter of the saints, became so
wonderfully increased, that Tertullian said: “ Our num-
ber grows in the same measure that you decimate us;
the blood of the Christians is a sort of seed.”' He used
the word seed because the blood of the martyrs wes
that which multiplied the faithful. Tertullian, indeed,
boasted of this, and upbraided the tyrants with their
impotency; since, notwithstanding all their endeavors
to -exterminate the followers of the Gospel, the streets,
the forum, and even the senate, were filled with Chris-
tians. Origen likewise writes: “ It is a thing worthy to
be observed, and eminently calculated to excite wonder,
to behold the steady progress of the Christian religion,
in spite of the most untiring persecution and continual
martyrdoms.” ‘ Greeks and barbarians,” continues this
celebrated writer, “the wise and the unlearned, volun-
tarily embraced it; from which we may conclude that its
propagation was due to a power superior to the human.”*

Before the end of the second century, we are assured
by Tertullian, all nations (universe gentes) had embraced
the faith of Jesus. He makes special mention of the
Parthians, Medes, and Elamites, the inhabitants of
Mesopotamia, of Armenia, and of Phrygia, of Cappa-
docia, Pontus, Asia, Pamphylia, Egypt, Cirenasia, and
Palestine; the Gethuli, the entire of Spain, many of the
Gallic tribes, Bretagne, the Sarmatians, the Dacians, the
Scythians, and many remote nations, }51'ovit1ces, and isl-
ands.” Arnobius,' whodied a hundred vears after Ter-
tullian, adds to the list of those converted to the faith,
the Indians, the Sarii, the Persians, and the Medes;
Arabia, Syria, Gallacia, Acaja, Macedonia, and Epirus,
with all the islands and provinces from the rising to the

' Apologet. c. so.

2 De Princip. 1. g4, c. 1.
P Adv. Judeos.

S Adv. Gent, . 2.
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setting sun.” Besides those regions enumerated by
Tertullian, St. Athanasius, half a century afterwards,
mentions others. Writing to the Emperor Jovinian, he
says: “ Know that this faith has been preached from the
beginning, approved by the Nicene Fathers, and pro-
fessed by all the Churches of the world—in Spain, in
England, and in Gaul; throughout the entire of Italy,
in Dalmatia, Dacia, Mysia, and Macedonia; in all Greece,
and in all Africa; in Sardinia, Cyprus, Crete, Pamphylia,
Lysia, and Isauria; in Egypt and Lybia, in Pontus and
Cappadocia. With the exception of a few of the Arian
faction, we may add all the nearer Churches, as well as
those of the East.”

Thus we see that, after the ten persecutions of the
Roman emperors, which lasted for more than two
hundred years, beginning from the first under Nero, the
greater part of the human race, having abandoned the
worship of false deities, had embraced the dectrines of
Christianity. Finally, after so many struggles, it pleased
the Almighty Disposer of events to grant peace to his
Church under Constantine. This emperor was, after a
miraculous maunner, chosen by Heaven for the carrying
out of the merciful dispensations of divine Providence.
Having first overcome Maxentius, and afterwards Licin-
ius, in the strong arm of the Lord,—for, as Eusebius re-
lates, in whatever direction the Zabarum, or standard of the
cross, appeared, the enemy either fled or surrendered,—
after peace had been established he forbade the Gentiles
to sacrifice any longer to their idols, and caused magnifi-
cent temples to be erected to the honor of Jesus Christ.
And oh, how glorious did not the Church then appear ! still
more widely extending her blessed intluence, and, with
every new conquest, bringing additional joy to the hearts
of heronce persecuted children! Then ceased the torments
of the martyr, and with them the bitter calumnies of the
idolater. Busy multitudes of zealous converts were to be
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seen in every city destroying the idols which they once
adored, pulling down the ancient shrines of superstition,
and erecting new altars to the worship of the true God !
The confines of so vast an empire were too narrow a
limit for the active zeal of the great Constantine. He
labored to propagate the saving doctrines of religion in
Persia and among the barbarous nations he had subdued;
nor would he, according to Eusebius’ and Socrates,’
grant them the amity of the Roman Empire, except upon
the condition of their becoming Christians.

True it is that from time to time divers heresies have
sprung up in the Church, which have been productive of
much evil; but /e hand of the Lord hath notbeen shortened.®
Even in these latter days we have had authentic accounts
of many considerable acquisitions made by the Church,
both among heretics and pagans. A learned author
writes that ten thousand Arians have recently been con-
verted in Transylvania. In Prussia an additional num-
ber of Catholic churches have been erected. In Den-
mark the public profession of the Catholic religion is
now tolerated. The missionsin England are being carried
‘on with very happy results, We have been assured by
persons of authority and undoubted veracity, that in the
East forty thousand Armenian and other oriental here-
tics have been received into the communion of our holy
Church; that in Syria, Palestine, Egypt, and Chaldea
the number of Catholics is every day increasing; and
that during the last few years several Nestorian Bishops
have abjured the errors of that sect. Finally, during
the present century a considerable number of Pagans
have been converted in India and China.*

' Vita Const. 1. 2, c. 7, 45, 40.
* Hist. 1.1, c. 18,
I Tl Tt

* No, certainly, ‘“ the hand of the Lord hath not been shortened;” we
see this at all times displaying itself with a new lustre. At the time
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But to return to the martyrs. The number of Chris-
tians who had received the crown of martyrdom, pre-
vious to the accession of Constantine, was almost in-

when St. Alphonsus wrote this sketch, more than a century ago, one
of the most terrible trials to which the Church had to submit began by
the suppression of the Jesuits, and ended in the French Revolution. The
altar and the throne were overturned; the last trace of them was to be
effaced; the blood of the martyrs flowed in torrents; the Sovereign Pon-
tiff, despoiled of his States, was dragged into exile, where he died. The
Church appeared annihilated in the eyes of her enemies, when she rose
again with Pius VII., who, chosen miraculously at Venice, proceeded
without hindrance to Rome and sat triumphantly on his throne in
sight of an astonished world. His invincible patience, resting only on
God, overcame all the artifices and all the violence of a tyrant who was
then all-powerful, of whom God made an illustrious example of his
justice and mercy. At the present day we see that three things are
lying in the abyss opened by impiety to ingulf religion. These three
things are Josephism, Gallicanism, and Jansenism. Not only is divine
worship re-established in France, but this fertile land, notwithstanding
the efforts of hell, produces a multitude of new institutions, fruits of
the noblest zeal, such as the admirable work of the Propagation of the
TFaith. The same religious movement signalizes itself in other parts of
Europe by many remarkable conversions, notably in Germany, Sweden,
and England. The Catholic missions make progress nearly everywhere
—in Africa, Asia, America, and Australia, and as far as the innumerable
islands of Oceanica, where horrible cannibals become exemplary Chris-
tians. Corea counts more than ten thousand followers of Christ and
one hundred and forty martyrs before it has even seen a priest; some-
thing nearly similar took place among the Indians of the Rocky Mountains
in northern Oregon. The pontificate of Pius IX., troubled as was that
of Pius VII., is not less fertile in wonders of every kind; thus, among
other things, at the moment of peril, a devoted band of young men
came from different Catholic countries, closed around the Vicar of Jesus
Christ, and did not hesitate to shed their blood in defence of the rights
of the Holy See; and when the Holy Father was deprived of necessary
resources there was established the Peter's pence, which extended from
Belgium to all other countries, to assist in overcoming falsehood, hypo-
crisy, and brutal force that had conspired against the Church. The
Church of God on earth is always militant; but each of her combats fur-
nishes a new proof of the truth of the infallible words: ‘“ The gates of hell
shall not prevail against her” (Mast. xvi. 18).—ED.
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credible. Many authors calculate the number of those
who had laid down their lives for the faith to have been
nearly eleven millions! So that if this number were
equally distributed in the course of one year, thirty thou-
sand would be allotted to each day.

Oh, the beautiful harvest of holy martyrs that para-
dise has reaped since the preaching of the Gospel! But,
O God ! what will be, on the day of general judgment,
the confusion of the tyrants and of all the persecutors of
the faith, at the sight of the martyrs once so despised
and so maltreated by them, when these celestial heroes
shall appear in glory, extolling the greatness of God,
and armed with the sword of divine justice to avenge
themselves for all the injuries and cruelties exercised
against them, as was foretold by David : ZVe /igh praises
of God in their mouths, and two-edged swords in their hands
o execule vengeance upon the nations; to bind their kings in
Setters, and their nobles in manacles of iron.' Then shall
the martyrs judge the Neros, the Domitians, and other
persecutors, and shall condemn them; yea, as we read in
the Gospel of St. Matthew, even to the extesior darkness,
where there shall be weeping and grashing of teeth

But it will be for us a subject of more profitable medi-
tation to reflect upon another scene which the great day
of general and irrevocable doom will present—the de-
spair of so many Christians who, having died in mortal
sin, will beliold with unavailing anguish the triumph of
so many martyrs, who, rather than lose God, suffered
themselves to be despoiled of all things, and underwent
the most horrid torments that hell could suggest or

!« Exaltationes Dei in gutture eorum, et gladii ancipites in manibus
eorum, ad faciendam vindictam in nationibus, increpationes in populis,
ad alligandos reges eorum in compedibus et nobiles eorum in manicis
ferreis, ut faciant in eis judicium conscriptum.”—/’s. cxlix. 6.

? ¢¢ Ligatis manibus et pedibusejus, mittite eum in tenebras exteriores;
ibi erit fletus et stridor dentium.”—AZu/s. xxii. 13.

3
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tyrants inflict; while they, rather than yield a point of
honor or forego a momentary gratification, despised the
suggestions of divine grace, and lost their souls forever!

II.

The Advantages of Devout Meditation on the Virtues that
the Martyrs Practised during their Sufferings.

From an earnest consideration of the illustrious ex-
amples of virtue which the saints have given us during
their martyrdom, oh, how much is to be learned !

I. By beholding, in devout meditation, the utter con-
tempt in which they held the world and all the allure-
ments of its pompous vanities, we are taught to despise
the fleeting and unsubstantial pleasures which it offers
to its deluded votaries. Many of them, previously to
having been put to torture, had been offered by the
tyrants immense rewards, posts of honor, and noble
marriages, to induce them to abandon the faith. Yet
they not only indignantly refused them, but willingly
renounced the riches and honors which they already
held, and offered themselves up to tortures the most ex-
cruciating and deaths the most ignominious, in order not
to lose those heavenly graces which benign Providence
fails not to impart to the servants of the Lord, as the
earnest of the eternal blessings which shall be the re-
compense of their fidelity. To St. Clement of Ancyra
the tyrant offered a great quantity of gold and precious
stones if he would deny the name of the Lord Jesus;
but the saint, raising his eyes to heaven, exclaimed:
“And is it thus, O my God, that men treat Thee!
—to compare Thee to dust and dross!” The pontifi-
cal dignity was offered to St. Theodore of Amasea, as
the reward of his apostasy. The holy martyr, ridiculing
the proposal, replied: “ Pontifical dignity! I am about
to enjoy God forever in heaven; and is it likely, think
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you, that I should prefer remaining on earth, to follow
the trade of a cook and a butcher to your false gods?”

II. From the example of the martyrs we learn also to
place our confidence only in God, and to become daily
more enamoured of the excellence of our faith: since in
their constancy we cannot help admiring the wonderful
power of God which enabled them to encounter tor-
ments and death with heroic fortitude and ecstatic joy.
For without the interposition of the most powerful as-
sistance from heaven, how could the delicate constitution
of nervous persons, the tottering decrepitude of age, the
timorous disposition of tender virgins, the recklessness
of adolescent manhood, or the inconsideration of boyhood
years, be equal to tortures, the bare recital of which fills
us with horror? Caldrous of boiling oil and liquid pitch,
red-hot coats of mail, hooks to pull out the eyes and
teeth, iron combs to tear off the flesh; fires quickly to
consume, or tediously to torture; scourging until bones
and bowels appeared; beheading, quartering, lacerating,
impaling—these were only some of the ingredients of the
martyr’s cup. .

-St. Barlaam, a poor laborer of a village in Antioch,
having evinced extraordinary fortitude during his suffer-
ings, and having been scourged until the executioners
had exhausted their strength, was obliged by the tyrant
to hold his hand over the flame that burned before the
shrine of an idol. At the same time burning coals and
incense were placed upon his hand, in the hope that he
might be obliged by the pain to let them fall upon the
altar, and thus afford them the opportunity of asserting
that he had sacrificed to the idols; but the constancy of
the saint was greater than their malice—he allowed his
flesh to be burned to the bone, and expired in the effort.

St. Basil and St. John Chrysostom have eulogized this
martyr.
St. Eulalia affords another instance of the wonderful
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aid which the Almighty gives to those who are devoted
to his service. She was a youthful virgin, of only twelve
years; the tyrant ordered her to be cruelly scourged, and
then caused boiling 0il to be poured into the wounds,
and burning torches to be applied to her breasts and
sides. During these tortures she ceased not to praise
the Lord. Her joints were entirely dislocated, the flesh
torn from her bones with iron hooks, and she was fin-
ally burned alive, having baffled the ingenuity of her in-
human executioners.

The martyrdom, also, of St. Vitus and St. Agapitus
shows us the wonderful assistance of grace, which never
fails the servants of the Lord. The former, when only
fourteen years of age, was scourged, racked, and torn with
irons. His father, who was a Gentile, wept with anguish
to see hisson expire in such torments. ““ No, father !” ex-
claimed the boy, “I do not die: I go to live with Christ
forever,” St. Agapitus, also a youth, evinced the same
fortitude : the tyrant threatened that he would place
upon his head a red-hot helmet: “And what better
fortune could await me,” said the saint, “than to ex-
change your instrument of torture for a heavenly crown ?”
Then the emperor ordered that red-hot coals should
be placed on his head, that he be scourged, and be sus-
pended by the feet over a thick smoke; he afterwards
had boiling water poured over his breast, and finally had
him beheaded.

The triumph of divine grace in the aged was manifested
in St. Simeon, who at the age of one hundred and twenty
endured the most excruciating tortures and expired on a
cross, as is related by Eusebius of Ceesarea. St. Philip,
Bishop of Heraclea, at a most decrepit old age, was
dragged by the feet through the city, scourged till his
bowels appeared, and afterwards burned alive. The
venerable martyr, till his last breath, ceased not to return
thanks to the Lord, who had made him worthy to die for
his glory.
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III. From the patience which the martyrs evinced
during their tortures, we should learn to suffer with
holy resignation the crosses and afflictions of this life;
poverty, sickness, persecution, contumely, injustice, and
all other evils, are but trifling when compared with their
sufferings. The reflection that it was the will of God
that they should suffer for his love, was their only solace.
We also in our tribulations should remember the neces-
sity of resignation to the divine will; and, calling to
mind the more grievous sufferings of the martyrs, should
blush to complain. St. Vincent de Paul used to say:
“ Conformity to the divine will is a sovereign remedy for
all evils.”!

It may be useful here to remark, with St. Augustine,
that it is not the torture but the cause which maketh the
martyr.® Whence St. Thomas® teaches that martyrdom
is to suffer death in the exercise of an act of virtue,
From which we may infer that not only he who by the
hands of the executioner lays down his life for the faith,
but whoever dies to comply with the divine will, and to
please God, is a martyr, since in sacrificing himself to
the divine love he performs an act of the most exalted
virtue. We all have to pay the great debt of nature; let
us therefore endeavor, in holy prayer, to obtain resigna-
tion to the divine will—to receive death and every tribu-
lation in conformity with the dispensations of his Provi-
dence. As often as we shall perform this act of resigna-
tion with sufficient fervor, we may hope to be made
partakers of the merits of the martyrs. St. Mary Mag-
dalene de Pazzi, in reciting the doxology in the office,
always bowed her head in the same spirit as she would
have done in receiving the stroke of the executioner.*

1V Abelly, 1. 3, ch. g. '

%« Martyres veros, non peena facit, sed causa.”—Zpist. 8, £. B.

SI052, .q: 32K, A, 5.

* The same idea is repeated, page 39.
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IV. The examples of the martyrs teach us also to have
immediate recourse to the assistance of God, by earnest
supplication, when we feel ourselves disconsolate or weak
under affliction. Thus did the holy martyrs. As their
torture increased, they multiplied their prayers and se-
cured the victory. St. Theodore, after a long endurance
of his tortures, was stretched upon burning tiles; feeling
the pain penetrating to his very heart, he besought the
Lord to mitigate the torture, and persevered to the end.
There have, on the contrary, been examples of Christians,
who, failing to invoke the assistance of the Almighty,
have fallen off from the confession of the_faith, and for-
feited the glorious crown. An example is found in the
acts of the martyrs of Japan. An aged man, having~
been condemned to a protracted martyrdom, endured
the torture for a considerable time, but failing to invoke
heavenly aid, denied his faith a few moments before he
expired—a startling warning to all, that perseverance in
prayer, in times of temptation and distress, is that which
alone can insure us the victory.

V. But the mostimportant lesson which we learn from
the martyrs is the necessity of the love of God: /f/e
who loveth not abideth in death. We cannot manifest our
love of God so well by a multitude of actions performed
for his glory, as by a willingness to suffer for his sake.
St. Gordianus replied to the tyrant, who threatened to
put him to death if he did not deny the name of Jesus:
“You threaten death ! but my greatest regret is, that I
can die but once for Jesus Christ.” In a similar manner,
St. Procopius exclaimed to the tyrant, who was directing
further tortures: “Torment as much as thou wilt, but
know that to one who truly loves Jesus Christ, nothing
is dearer than to suffer for his sake.” ‘“And did the
saints speak thus,” says St. Bernard, “ because they were

1 «“Qui non diligit, manet in morte.”—1 Jok», iii. 14.
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insensible to torments ?  No,” continues the holy Doctor,
“they were neither frantic nor insensible, but their love
of Jesus Christ caused them to esteem it all joy to suffer
and to die for his glory.” ' This ardent love of God is
certainly the greatest spiritual advantage to be derived
from the perusal of the acts of the martyrs; the recol-
lection of their conduct will make us ashamed to repine
under the tribulations which divine Providence sends us,
and will strengthen us to receive them with resignation.

VI. I add that death, which is the tribute that every
one must pay, is the greatest of all our tribulations, and
that makes nat only sinners but the just tremble. Our
Saviour himself as man wished to show the fear that he
felt in the face of death, so that he began to pray to his
Father to free him from it. But at the same time he
teaches us to accept death according to the good pleasure
of God by saying: Nevertheless, not my will but thine be
done The following is the way in which we acquire the
glory of martyrdom: It is by accepting death to please
God and to conform to his will; for, as we have remarked
above with St. Augustine, not the pain, but the cause of
death, or the end for which one submits to it, is that
which makes martyrs. It follows that he who dies, in
courageously accepting death and all the pains that ac-
company it, to accomplish the divine will, though he does
not receive death by the hands of the executioner, dies,
however, with the merit of martyrdom, or at least with
a very similar merit. It also follows that as often as
any one offers himself to undergo martyrdom for the
love of God, so often he gains the merit of martyrdom.
We have seen above® the example of St. Mary Magdalene
of Pazzi, who when she inclined the head at the Glory be
to the Father, imagined that at the same moment she was

1 ““ Neque hoc facit stupor, sed amor.”—/n Cant. s. 61.

? ¢ Verumtamen, non sicut ego volo, sed sicut tu.”—Aatt. xxvi. 39.
SPRage 37



40 Iutroduction.

receiving the stroke of the executioner. Hence we shall
see in heaven a great number of saints doubly crowned
with the merit of martyrdom without having been
martyred.

VII. Finally, we should be moved to recommend our-
selves every day, with great confidence, to the interces-
sion of the holy martyrs, whose prayers are most effica-
cious with God. When we suffer some grievous pain, or
when we desire a special favor, let us make a novena or
a triduum in honor of the holy martyrs, and we shall
easily obtain the grace. Let us not fail to honor them,
says St. Ambrose; for they are our princes in the faith
and our powerful intercessors.” If the Lord promises a
reward to him who gives a drink of water to a poor man,*
what will he not do for those who sacrificed their lives
in the midst of torments! Let us here observe that the
martyrs, before receiving the mortal blow, without doubt
prepared themselves many times for the many tortures
and for death, so that when they closed their earthly
career they died with the merit not only of one martyr-
dom, but with the merit of all those martyrdoms that
they had already accepted and offered sincerely to God.
Hence we may imagine with what abundance of merits
they entered heaven, and how valuable is their mediation
with God.

A Prayer to the Holy Martyrs to oblain their Profection.

O ve blessed Princes of the heavenly kingdem! ye
who sacrificed to the Almighty God the honors, the
riches, and possessions of this life, and have received in
return the unfading glory and never-ending joys of
heaven! ye who are secure in the everlasting possession
of the brilliant crown of glory which your sufferings
have obtained !—look with compassionate regards upon

? Matt. x. 42.
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our wretched state in this valley of tears, where we groan
in the uncertainty of what may be our eternal destiny.
And from that divine Saviour, for whom you suffered so
many torments, and who now repays you with so un-
speakable glory, obtain for us that we may love him
with all our heart, and receive in return the grace of
perfect resignation under the trials of this life, fortitude
under the temptations of the enemy, and perseverance to
the end. May your powerful intercession obtain for us
that we may one day in your blessed company sing the
praises of the Eternal, and, even as you now do, face to
face, enjoy the beatitude of his vision !

ITI.
The Various Tortures to which the Martyrs were Subjected.

The Rev. Father Mamachi, in his erudite and labored
work entitled ¢ Manners and Customs of the First
Christians,”’ gives an account of all these tortures suf-
fered by the martyrs, from the works of ancient writers
who were their contemporaries, as St. Justin, Tertullian,
Athenagoras, Origen, Eusebius of Ceasarea, Clement of
Alexandria, and others. This author describes at much
length the various species of torture employed against
the servants of Jesus Christ during the ten persecu-
tions of the Roman emperors; we shall be more brief,
as our intention is merely to show how rich in merit
those sainted heroes closed their earthly career.

I. THE MARTYRDOM OF THE CROSS.

Some were crucified in an erect posture, as was our
Lord Jesus Christ; others with the head downwards, as
St. Peter, according to Eusebius, who retates this on the
authority of Origen ; others in the manner in which the
martyrdom of St. Andrew is represented. Many were
made to pass their arms under the transverse beam of

11L. 2, ch. 6.
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the cross, and had their hands nailed upon the upper
part. Some were suspended from a tree by the hands,
their arms having been first tied behind their backs,
and heavy weights attached to their feet. Women were
hung up by the hair, the agony of which torture was suf-
ficient to cause death ; others were hung by one or both
feet, with the head downwards, and in many cases a
large stone tied round the neck; finally, many had
their hands nailed to a beam, with enormous weights at
their feet.

2. THE MARTYRDOM OF FIRE.

Some were placed upon gridirons, others plunged
into caldrons of boiling oil or pitch. Many were suffo-
cated with smoke, or dressed in a garment smeared with
some combustible matter, and so burned at a stake.
Some were cast into fiery furnaces; more were crowded
into a ship, which was set on fire at sea ; others were in-
closed in a brazen bull and roasted alive; more were
tortured by red-hot plates of iron applied to their sides;
some, finally, were thrown upon the earth, and molten
lead poured over them, or were impaled upon a spit,
and roasted before a slow fire.

3. THE TORTURE OF THE SCOURGE.

Scourges were of various kinds—of leather, of cane,
of the tendons of oxen, of iron links, and sometimes of
rods of iron, shaped like thorns, which were called scor-
pions. The martyrs were generally tied to a post, or
between four posts, to increase their punishment; but
some were placed in a kind of stock. This stock con-
sisted of two large pieces of wood, one above the other,
between which the feet of the sufferers' were confined,

! There was another instrument of torture which is called in Latin
Nervus., 1t was a wooden machine destined to confine the feet, and
sometimes the neck and the hands ; it had several holes at different dis-

tances from one another. Hence it is said of certain martyrs that their
feet were stretched as far as the fourth or fifth hole.—ED.
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and 1n this torture they were sometimes scourged, others
were thrown with their backs on a table filled with
large nails, then struck with sticks or rods.

4. THE TORTURE OF THE IRONS,

These were iron hooks on which the Christians were
suspended, and iron claws that served to tear them to
the bone and to their very entrails. Other instruments
were destined to pull out all their teeth, one after the
other. Their flesh was lacerated with iron combs, or
they were flayed. They were tied to the ground and
were cut with blows of the hatchet, or their members
were gradually cut to pieces, from the toes till their
thighs, and from the fingers to the breasts, so that
nothing was left but the trunk. They were stretched
with their backs against a wheel that made them move
on sharp irons fixed in the ground; or they were tied
upon a table, then disembowelled, and their intestines
taken out.

5. OTHER TORTURES.

The martyrs were also tortured on the rack, and with
other torments. Sometimes they were exposed to the
sun, their bodies being rubbed with honey so that they
might be stung by the flies and wasps. They were
made to die in different ways. They were stoned, be-
headed, strangled, drowned. There were some who
were tied to two trees that had been bent by main force,
which when released would tear them to pieces. Others
tied in a bag were thrown into the sea, or thrown to the
dogs or wild beasts. Some were made to die under the
press; others perished from hunger.’

!In Part II. we shall see several other tortures invented by the re-
fined cruelty of the Japanese.—ED.
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PREFACE.

It is not our intention to give, in this work, a history
of all the martyrs who have glorified the Church ; but,
without subjecting ourselves to any order of time or of
persons,' merely to relate the victories of some saints
who showed the greatest courage in their combats, and
suffered the most horrible tortures that could have been
invented by the tyrants.

In some of our narrations the reader may find himself
at a loss to account for such barbarity and fierceness as
the tvrants practised upon the martyrs, whose innocence
and meekness might be expected to save them from per-
secution. Let us consider whence this fury came.

It at first originated in the hatred which the Pagans
bore towards Christians, whose virtues were the strong-
est censure upon their infamous lives,

It was also caused by the instigation of the devils
who vehemently abhorred these pious athletes, the more
their example served to propagate the faith and induced
the rest to imitate them.

The principal reason of this persecution was the
hatred that these tyrants conceived against the martyrs

! This holds good only of Part I.; in Part I1. the author has followed
a chronological order, but we may everywhere ' ee that he has taken
care to vary the subjects, according to the condition of persons, of their
country, of their manner of death; for instance, a distinguished old man,
the Bishop of Antioch, is transported to Rome to be devoured by beasts;
now a young woman with her child is beheaded in Asia Minor ; then
a generous deacon undergoes various tortures in Spain; etc,—ED.
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in seeing themselves overcome by children, by tender
virgins, by simple and ignorant men, who upbraided
them with their insanity in following a false religion,
which authorized every vice, and called upon them to
worship as gods men who, during their lives, had given
the most horrid examples of turpitude and crime that
ever human nature revolted at.

Their rage was yet more increased at the sight of the
very many miracles wrought through the servants of
the true God ;—they saw wild beasts cast themselves at
the feet of the martyrs; they perceived that red-hot
coals, molten lead. did not burn them, and witnessed
other similar prodigies. In vain did they cry out:
“This is magic; these are incantations;’ the people
were converted in the presence of these miracles, and
thousands of them embraced the faith; and this re-
doubled the irritation of the judges.

They believed that they were frightening the Chris-
tians by inventing new tortures, and flattered them-
selves that they were extinguishing the faith by putting
to death all Christians. But the more they multiplied
tortures and immolated victims, the more did the num-
ber of the faithful increase. Tertullian® relates that a
certain governor in Asia, named Arrius, was putting to
death those who confessed the name of the Lord Jesus,
when such a multitude presented themselves before his
tribunal as caused him to shudder at the thought of
shedding so much blood ; he therefore contented himself
with putting a few of them to death, and to the rest he
said : “If your desire of death be so irresistible, there
are precipices enough from which to fling yourselves.
Begone !”

As I have already remarked, I do not intend to give a
general history of the martyrs: I wish only to describe

1 Ad Scapul.
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the heroic acts of some of the most remarkable of them.
No one should be astonished that at times I do not
relate all the circumstances that are found in other
books ; I have only taken care to mention most authen-
ticated facts, drawn from trustworthy authors, omitting
a few particulars which I do not reject as being false,
but which appear to me to be doubtful, as they are
taken from uncertain and suspected acts. According to
Cardinal Baronius,® it is better to relate a few facts of
undoubted certainty, than to risk the introduction of
any dubious circumstances, by indulging in lengthy
details, because the few facts given upon respectable
authority will always be received with satisfaction by
the reader, while the detection of any dubious matter
would make him suspect even that which is in reality
true.”

In compliance with this excellent advice, we shall en-
deavor to select the best authenticated facts, while we
intend to avoid, on the other hand, the extreme of scep-
ticism. For such it would be to reject the testimony of
an author whose authority is generally received, or who
has the characters of antiquity, probity, learning, and
exactness.

I say this because there are certain writers who seem
to take merit to themselves by doubting everything.
An accurate discrimination in the selection of facts and
authorities is a homage due to truth; but even this may
be carried to an excess bordering on scepticism ; for as
it is a weakness to put faith in everything we find re-
corded, without the concurrent testimony of competent
authority, so, on the other hand, it is rashness to receive
everything with doubt. We should not refuse belief to
the wonderful acts of the martyrs; but on the contrary,
we should be persuaded that God can work in his saints

v Ann. 307.
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more wondrous effects than the weakness of our under-
standings can comprehend.

In describing the following triumphs of the martyrs
I have with the utmost diligence consulted the most
learned and accurate authors. I have retrenched all
superfluous words as well as certain unimportant de-
tails, and have endeavored to present clearly and con-
cisely only the substance of the facts, selecting those that
most abound in generous traits and in useful instruc-
tion; in a word, those that are most conducive to spirit-
ual edification.



PART L.

Martors of the First Ages.

CHAPTER L

ST. IGNATIUS, BISHOP OF ANTIOCH.
February 1.

St. IeNaTIUS, also called Theophorus, that is, one that
carrtes God, lived in the first century of the Church. He
was a disciple of the apostles, particularly of St. John;
by them he was baptized, and subsequently ordained
Bishop of the Church of Antioch which had the honor
of having Deen founded by the Apostle St. Peter, and
as the place where the disciples of Jesus Christ were first
called Christians.

St. Ignatius undertook the government of this church
after the death of Evodius, the successor of St. Peter,
which occurred in the year of the Lord 69 ; although
Cardinal Orsi® cites the opinion of some who would
have it that St. Ignatius was the immediate successor of
St. Peter. Our saint governed his flock with such zeal
that all the churches of Syria consulted him as an ora-
cle. In the persecution of Domitian he had to suffer
much, and labored, at the risk of his life, for the preser-
vation of the faith, animating his flock to be faithful to
the death. He longed for the glory of martyrdom, fre-

Y Jstor. eccl. 1. 3, n. g,
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quently saying that he could not be persuaded of his
love for Christ till he had testified it with his blood.

Upon the death of Domitian in the year g6, the tem-
pest abated under Nerva, his sucessor. But during this
time heretics did not cease to trouble the Church; this
is the reason why the saint, writing to the faithful of
Smyrna, recommended them not to have any communi-
cation with them : ¢ Be satisfied,” he said to them, “ with
merely praying to God for those who abstain from the
Eucharist, because they deny it to be the flesh of Jesus
Christ, who died for our sins.”

In the year 105 the persecution was renewed by the
Emperor Trajan. This prince, after his conquest of
the Scythians and the Dacians, published an edict
which obliged all, under pain of death, to offer sacrifice
to the gods. Marching afterwards against the Par-
‘thians, he arrived at Antioch; and, hearing with how
much zeal and success St. Ignatius propagated the
Christian religion, he called him to his presence and
thus addressed him: “Art thou that wicked demon
called Theophorus, who taketh pleasure in violating
our edict of sacrificing to the gods, and dost continue
to seduce the inhabitants of this city by preaching the
law of Christ?” Igﬁatius reptied : “VYes, prince, I am
called Theophorus; by no one can Theophorus be
called a demon, because the devils fly from the servants
of God. If thou callest me a devil because I endeavor
to defeat the machinations of the devil, I well deserve
the name.” Trajan asked him the signification of the
term 7Zheophorus; the saint replied, ‘It signifies ‘the
bearer of God.”” The emperor replied : “ Thou carriest
God in thy heart; and we, have we not also in our-
selves the gods that assist us?” The saint answered
with enthusiasm : “ It is an error, O prince! to give the
name of gods to the demons that you adore: there is
only one true God, the Creator of heaven and earth,
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and Jesus Christ, His oanly begotten Son.” The emperor
replied, “Dost thou speak of Him who was crucified
under Pontius Pilate?” ‘ Yes,” answered the saint, * of
Him I speak who has confounded the malice of devils,
and placed them beneath the feet of those Christians
who carry God in their hearts.” He added that Trajan
would be more happy, and his empire more prosperous,
if he would believe in the Lord Jesus; but the emperor,
heedless of these exhortations, offered to make him a
priest of Jupiter and a member of the senate if he
would sacrifice to the gods. The saint replied that he
was content to be a priest of Jesus Christ, for whom he
ardently desired to shed his blood. Trajan, filled with
anger, then pronounced sentence upon the saint—that
he should be conducted in chains to Rome, and de-
voured by wild beasts at the public games.

St. Ignatius having heard the sentence, raised his
eyes to heaven, and exclaimed : “I thank Thee, O Lord,
because that Thou hast vouchsafed to make me worthy
of giving Thee a proof of my love by sacrificing my life
_for Thy faith: I desire, O Lord, that the beasts may
hasten to devour me, that I may make to Thee the sac-
rifice of myself.” He then stretched forth his hands to
be chained, kissing the manacles as they bound him;
and with tears recommending his church to God, he
was conducted by the soldiers to Seleucia, and thence
to Smyrna, accompanied by two of his deacons, Philo
and Agathopodus, who are believed to be the authors
of his acts. Wherever the saint passed, he ceased not
his exhortations to the faithful to persevere in faith and
prayer, to be enamoured of the riches of heaven, and to
despise those of this earth. The Christians came, in
great numbers, to meet him and to receive his blessing,
especially the bishops and priests of the churches of
Asia, who, as they perceived him going so joyfully to
martyrdom, wept in the tenderness of affection. Tav-
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ing arrived at Smyrna, he embraced St. Polycarp, and
they mutually consoled each other; he thence wrote
to the churches of Ephesus, Magnesia, and Trallia.
Amongst other things, he says to the Ephesians: “I
carry my chains for Christ, which are to me spiritual
pearls, more prized than all the treasures of the world.”

Knowing that from Smyrna some Ephesians had to
go to Rome by a route shorter than his, he conveyed by
them his celebrated letter to the Romans; the letter is
long, but a few passages are particularly worthy of
being transcribed ; they are as follows:

“Suffer me to be the food of wild beasts, whereby I
may attain unto God. I am the wheat of God, and am
to be ground by the teeth of wild beasts, in order that
I may be found the pure bread of Christ. . . . I ear-
nestly wish for the wild beasts that are prepared for
me, whom I heartily desire may soon dispatch me; I
will entice them to devour me entirely and suddenly,
that they may not spare me as they have others whom
they feared to touch ; but, if they are unwilling to med-
dle with me, I will even compel them to it. Pardon
me, my children, I know what is good for me; I now
commence to be a disciple of Christ, since I have no
desire for anything visible or invisible, so that I may
attain to Jesus Christ. Let fire or the cross, or the con-
course of wild beasts—Iet cutting or tearing of the flesh
—Ilet breaking of bones and cutting off limbs—let the
shattering in pieces of my entire body, and all the tor-
ments invented by the devil, come upon me, so I may

but attain unto Jesus Christ. . . . It is better for me to
die for the sake of Jesus Christ, than to rule to the ends
of the earth. . . . Pardon me, brethren; be not my

hindrance in attaining to life, for Jesus Christ is the life
of the faithful ; whilst I desire to belong to God, do not
ye yield me back to the world. . . . Permit me to imi-
tate the Passion of Christ my God; let none of you
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who are present attempt to succor me—be rather on
my side, that is, on God’s ; entertain no desire of the
world ; having Jesus Christ in your mouths, let no envy
find place in your breasts. Even were I myself to en-
treat you, when present, do not obey me, but rather
believe what I now signify to you by letter. . . . My
love is crucified! . . . I take no pleasure in the food of
corruption, nor in the enjoyment of this life. I desire
the bread of God, which is the flesh of Jesus Christ, and
for drink his blood. . . . Pray for me, that I may pos-
sess God. If 1 consummate my sacrifice this will be a
sign that you have given your consent, and that ye
truly love me.”

He next arrived at Troas, whence he wrote epistles
to the churches of Philadelphia and Smyrna, and to his
friend St. Polycarp, to whom he recommended the
church of Antioch. The soldiers fearing that they would
arrive too late at Rome, because the public games
were nearly at an end, hastened their march, to the
great satisfaction of the holy martyr, who ardently de-
sired to be at the place of execution. When he was near
Rome, the Christians came in great numbers to meet
and salute him. They thought, as Fleury relates,' to in-
duce the people to solicit his pardon, but the saint re-
peated what he had stated in his letters, and prevented
all interference. On entering Rome, he knelt down
with the other Christians to offer himself to God, and
fervently prayed that peace might be restored to the
Church. He was then conducted to the amphitheatre,
where immense numbers were assembled ; and, hearing
the bellowings of the wild beasts, he repeated the mem-
orable words of his cpistle to the Romans: “I am the
wheat of God, and am to be ground by the teeth of
wild beasts, in order that I may be found the pure

Y Hist. eccl. 1. 3, n. 12,
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bread of Christ.” The saint was instantly devoured by
lions, as he had desired to be, and at the moment of
his death he was heard to invoke the adorable name of
Jesus.

Only the larger bones of his body were left; these
were collected and brought to Antioch by his two dea-
cons, to whom he appeared on the following night, re-
splendent with glory. His martyrdom took place on
the 2oth December, of the year 107. After the destruc-
tion of Antioch by the Saracens, his relics were removed
to Rome, and placed in the Church of St. Clement where
at the present day they are venerated with great devo-
tion. His name has been inserted in the canon of Mass.

The acts of the martyrdom of St. Ignatius are found
in the collection of Ruinart, entitled : Acta Primorum
Martyrum Sincera.

CHAPTER IL

ST. JULITTA, AND ST. QUIRICUS, HER SON.
June 16.

StT. JuLiTTA was a noble lady of the city of Iconium, in
Lycaonia. During the reign of the Emperors Dioclesian
and Maximian, a most cruel tyrant called Domitian
was governor of the province. While the persecution
was raging most violently, St. Julitta took her infant
son Cyr," only three years old, and accompanied by two
female servants, fled for safety to Seleucia, in Isauria;
where, however, she found Alexander, the Proconsul of
Cilicia, who exercised a no less barbarous cruelty than
Domitian against those Christians who refused to sacri-

!In Latin, Girycus or Quiricus.
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fice to the gods. The saint passed from Seleucia to
Tharsis, where Alexander arrived about the same time.
Having been recognized, she was arrested and conducted
before the judge with the infant Quiricus in her arms.
Fire and incense were produced, in order that, renounc-
ing Jesus Christ, she might sacrifice; but the saint an-
swered: “I am a Christian, and therefore am prepared
to lose not only my property, but even my life, rather
than deny my God.” The judge frequently urged her
to abjure her faith; but she who wished to compensate
her temporal loss by the acquisition of eternal gains
uniformly replied: “I am a Christian: I cannot deny
Jesus Christ.”

Alexander, infuriated by her constancy, ordered that
the child should be torn from her embrace, and that she
should be cruelly scourged; but the holy lady under this
torture fervently and continually repeated: “I am a
Christian: I cannot sacrifice to your gods.” Quiricus,
meanwhile, was beholding the agonies of his mother,
and struggled to return to her embrace; but Alexander,
to quiet him, placed him on his knee, and endeavored
to kiss him. The child, however, kept his eyes fixed con-
tinually upon his parent, and by plunging and kicking,
tried to free himself from the tyrant, crying out at the
same time: “I also am a Christian.” The inhuman
wretch dashed the child from him, and the agonizing
mother, seeing the steps of the throne bespattered with
the blood and brains of her infant, exclaimed: “1 give
Thee thanks, O my God ! for having called my boy be-
fore me to Thyself.”

The brutal judge, still more infuriated by this excla-
mation, caused her sides to be torn with iron hooks, and
boiling pitch to be poured upon her feet. Meanwhile
one of the bystanders said to her: “Julitta, have pity
upon thyself; perish not as thy son has perished; sacri-
fice to the gods.” “I cannot,” slie replied, “ sacrifice to
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devils and to mute statues. I adore the Lord Jesus, and
wish to meet my sou in heaven;” upon which the judge
decreed that she should be beheaded. This sentence
filled the saint with joy. Arrived at the place of her
last struggle, she cast herself upon her knees, as Father
Massini relates in his beautiful work of the lives of the
Saints, according to the acts of the martyrs by Ruinart.
She then prayed after the following manner: “O God,
who hast been pleased to admit my child to a participa-
tion of the glory of Thy saints, turn Thine eyes of mercy
towards me also, and grant me a place among the souls
destined to love Thee and adore Thee forever.” Having
finished her prayer her head was at once cut off. Itis
thus that Julitta, with her heart all inflamed with holy
love and full of joy, consummated her sacrifice in the
year 304.'

! We think it our duty to rectify several passages of this narration, in
which the author has confused two holy martyrs of the same name and
of the same period, but not of the same place. She whose victory St.
Basil describes in his homilies was of Casarea in Cappadocia, when she
was denounced as a Christian by the spoliation of her property, and
then condemned to be burnt alive, because she had steadfastly refused
to offer incense to the idols, as we read in the martyrology, July 30.
This was at the beginning of the persecution of Diocletian in 303. She
was courageous enough to place herself at once on the funeral pile.
After the execution her body was found entire, without change; then it
was interred in the vestibule of the cathedral church, where afterwards
a fountain sent forth miraculous water which healed many sick persons.
All these circumstances have reference to St. Julitta of Casarea.—As
for St. Julitta of Iconium, the mother St. Cyr, the martyrology men-
tions her, June 16. She was recognized and arrested as a Christian on
her arrival in Tharsis. After seeing her son perish in a manner so cruel
and yet so consoling, she was subjected to various tortures, and termi-
nated her triumph by being beheaded. Her body and that of her son
were then cast out of the city with those of other crimjnals; but her two
servants who had taken flight and had hidden themselves, came secretly,
carried them away, and carefully buried them in the field. Later on, when
peace was restored to the Church, under the great Constantine, one of
them who was yet living discovered the precious deposit, which became
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CHAPTER IIL

ST. VINCENT, DEACON.
January 22.

St. VINCENT, one of the most celebrated martyrs of
Spain, was born in Saragossa, of one of the most re-
spectable families of that city. While very young, he
was placed under the tutelage of Valerius, Bishop of that
church, who with great pains instructed himin the doc-
trines of religion, giving him at the same time a very
extensive acquaintance with human science. Vincent,
having made wonderful progress in iearning, was or-
dained deacon by this prelate, who being himself pre-
vented from preaching by an impediment in his speech,
entrusted this office to Vincent. The young Levite
discharged this important duty with such success that a
-great number of sinners, and even of pagans, was con-
verted at his discourses.

At that time, namely, in the yvear 303, Spain was under
the rule of Maximian; and Daciar was governor of the
province of Tarragona, in which Saragossa was situated.
This Dacian was a most cruel man, and an unrelenting
persecutor of the Christians. Hearing of the manner
in which Vincent advanced the Christian faith, he had

the object of the veneration of the faithful. Dom Ruinart and the
other authors cited by St. Alphonsus are in accord with these facts, the
narrative of which is drawn from a letter of Theodore, Bishop of Ico-
nium. Giry and Butler add that St. Amator, Bishop of Auxerre from
388 till 418, carried to France the relics of St. Cyr and of St. Julitta,
and distributed them in several places, especially at Nevers, Toulouse,
St. Amand in Flanders, etc. Churches and monasteries were conse-
crated in their honor, and they were venerated in the West as well as in
the East.—ED.
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him arrested, together with his Bishop, Valerius, and
brought to Valencia, where he resided. He caused them
to suffer much in prison, thinking that by maltreatment
he would render them easier to be tampered with, but
he soon perceived that this means did not correspond to
the end he had in view. When they had been brought
into his presence, he first endeavored by kindness to
induce them to apostatize. To Valerius he represented
that his declining age and infirmity required that repose
which he might obtain by obeying the imperial edicts,
but if he resisted he would feel the effects of their just
anger. Then turning to Vincent he said: “You are
young, and should not despise the reward of fortune
which you may earn by abandoning your religion.
Obey, young man, the commands of the emperors, and
do not, by refusal, expose yourself to an ignominious
death.”

Whereupon Vincent, turning to Valerius, who as yet
had made no reply to the governor, said: “Father, if
thou wilt, I shall answer for thee.” The saintly bishop,
resolved to suffer for Jesus Christ, replied: “Yes, my
son, as I formerly entrusted to thee the preaching of
God’s holy word, I now charge thee to manifest our
faith.” The holy deacon then declared to Dacian that
they adored one only God, and could not worship the gods
of the empire, who were devils, adding: “ Do not think
to shake our fortitude with threats of death or promises
of reward, because there is nothing in this world which
can be compared with the honor and pleasure of dying for
Jesus Christ.” Dacian irritated by such liberty of speech
said to the holy deacon: “Either you must offer incense
to the gods or you must pay with your life the contempt
that you show.” To this Vincent, raising his voice, re-
plied as follows: “I bhave already told you that the
greatest pleasure and the most distinguished honor
that you can procure for us is to make us die for Jesus
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Christ.  You may rest assured that you will tire of in-
flicting torments sooner than we of suffering them.”

Dacian condemned Valerius to banishment, and re-
solved to wreak his vengeance upon Vincent.

He first caused him to be stretched upon the rack, by
which horrid machine the saint’s arms and feet were so
distended, that the bystanders could hear the noise of
the dislocation of his joints, which remained attached
only by the over-stretched and relaxed sinews., Dacian
perceived the placid meekness with which the young
martyr endured his torments, and, as Fleury observes,’
heard him say, ¢ Behold, what I have ever desired is now
being accomplished! Behold the happy consummation
of what I have always sighed for!” The tyrant hence
concluded that the executioners were remiss in making
him feel the torments, and caused them to be beaten with
rods.

He then commanded that the sides of the saint should
be torn with iron hooks, until the ribs should be visible;
and, knowing how much the pain would increase by
allowing the wounds to cool, and then opening them
afresh, he ordered this torture, which was inflicted with
great cruelty, until the bowels appeared, and the blood
flowed in torrents. Meanwhile, as Orsi relates, the
martyr insulted the tyrant, saying: “ Since thy cruel
ministers have exhausted their strength, come, thou
chief butcher, and help them;—stretch forth thy wicked
hands and slake thy thirst in my blood. Thou art de-
ceived, thinking that torments can overcome my faith—
within me there is another man strengthened by God,
whom thou canst not subdue.”

Hereupon, seeing his constancy, Dacian ordered a
cessation of his tortures, begging of the saint, for his own
sake, that if he persisted in refusing to sacrifice to the

U Hist. eccl. 1. 8, n. 46.
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gods, he would at least give up the sacred books to be
burned. Vincent answered that fire was not created by
God to burn holy books, but to torture the wicked for-
ever: nor did he hesitate to admounish him, that if he did
not abandon the worship of idols, he would be one day
condemned to eternal flames. The governor, more in-
censed than ever, condemned him to the most cruel of
torments—that of being broiled on a species of grid-
iron studded with sharp points. The saint hearing this
barbarous command, walked with joy to the frightful
engine, in anticipation of his executioners:——such was
his eagerness to suffer. Upon this gridiron the saint was
stretched at length, and bound, hand and foot, while the
fire burned beneath. Red-hot plates of iron were placed
on his mangled flesh; and his wounds were rubbed with
salt, which the activity of the fire forced deeper into his
burned and lacerated body. In the midst of these tor-
tures, the countenance of the martyr evinced the inward
consolation and joy of his soul, while, with eyes raised
to heaven, he blessed the Lord, and besought of him to
receive his sacrifice. All admired the prodigious forti-
tude with which God inspired the holy youth, and the
pagans themselves exclaimed that it was miraculous.
The effect that the spectacle of such patience produced
obliged Dacian to remove him from the public view.
Yet, not content with the tortures he had already in-
flicted, he caused him to be thrown into a dungeon, his
feet placed very wide apart, in wooden stocks, the pain
of which was so great that many martyrs died under it.
His body was then stretched on potsherds, which, open-
ing his wounds afresh, caused the most painful anguish.
In order to weary his patience, strict orders were given
that no one should be admitted to see or offer him the
least consolation; but the saint at midnight perceived his
dungeon illuminated by a celestial light, and perfumed
by a heavenly odor. The Lord then sent his angels to
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console him, to intimate that his tortures were at an end,
and to assure him of the reward of his fidelity. The
jailers, being awakened by the splendor of the light, ap-
proached, and heard the martyr in concert with the
angels rendering praises to the Lord. They believed and
avowed the Christian faith.

Dacian being informed of this, ordered that the saint
should be removed from prison to a soft bed, and that
his wounds should be healed, with the intention of re-
newing his torments when he would be sufficiently re-
covered to bear them. The faithful being permitted to
visit and console him, kissed his wounds and absorbed
the blood in their napkins, which they preserved as most
precious relics. But the time for our saint’s triumph had
arrived, and he expired in the embraces of his brethren;
while his soul was wafted, by the angels who had assisted
him, to the regions of everlasting bliss.

The tyrant on hearing of his death commanded that
his body should be exposed to be devoured by wild
beasts; but a raven was sent by God to defend it with
its claws and beak, even against a wolf that had come to
devour it. Dacian having exhausted his malice, ordered
that the body should be put in a sack, and, with a heavy
stone tied to it, cast into the sea; but there is no power
against the Lord—the body floated like a feather on the
water and was carried by the waves as far as Valencia.
The mariners tried to get possession of it, but before
they could reach it, it was carried by the waves on the
seashore and covered with sand.

The saint afterwards appeared to a pious lady named
Ionica, and indicated the place where his body lay. She
went there, accompanied by other Christians, and find-
ing the relics, deposited them in a little chapel; after the
persecution had ceased, they were translated to a mag-
nificent church outside the walls of Valencia, where they
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have always been regarded with devout veneration.* St,
Augustine attests that at his time the feast or St. Vincent
was celebrated with a special joy in all the countries
whither the Christian religion had penetrated.’

The acts of the martyrdom of this great saint are
among the number of those that Ruinart has tran-
scribed.

CHAPTER 1V.

ST. AGRICOLA AND ST. VITALIS, OF BOLOGNA.
November 4.

ST. AgricorLa was a gentleman of the city of Bologna
at the time of the persecution of Diocletian. IHe led a
very pious life; by his universal kindness he conciliated
to himself the esteem and affections of all, even the
pagans. He had in his service a very holy man, called
Vitalis, who served him with great fidelity. As they
both ardently loved Jesus Christ, they assisted each other
in the practice of virtue, and encouraged cach other to
shed their blood for the faith, when God should so ordain
it. But it was the lot of Vitalis to obtain the crown
first—to go before, as St. Ambrose says, and prepare
a place for his master in heaven.

The enemies of the faith having seized him, tortured

! ¢ Quze hodie regio, quousque Christianum nomen extenditur, natalem
non gaudet celcbrare Vincentii ?"—Serm. 276, £. B.

o About the year 864, adds Alban Butler the relics of St. Vmcent
were carried to the abbey of Castres, in Languedoc to withdraw them
from the sacrilegious fury of the Moors; part of them were given to the
abbey of St. Germain-des-Prés; those that were deposited at Castres
were burnt by the Huguenots about the end of the sixteenth century.
Aimon, who wrote the history of the translation of these holy relics from
Valencia to Castres, relates several miracles that attended it. —ED.
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him so cruelly that his entire body was one wound; but
Vitalis remained firm to the death. As the termination
of his struggle approached, the Lord Jesus sent an angel
to show him, in a vision, the crown which was being
orepared for him in heaven. Whereupon Vitalis, with
his dving breath, pronounced this prayer—‘ Jesus, my
Saviour, and my God! command my longing soul to
come to Thee, to receive the crown which has been
shown me by Thy angel.” Having uttered these words,
he expired.

The persecutors vainly hoped that by the torments and
death of Vitalis they would induce his master, Agricola,
to abjure the faith. They, however, soon discovered that
all their arguments to induce him to obey the imperial
edicts, by sacrificing to the idols, were vain; for Agricola,
far from being dismayed by the cruelties practised upon
his servant, derived from them greater courage, and a
still more ardent desire to be made worthy of the crown
that awaits those who lay down their lives for Jesus
Christ. He had the happiness of dying, like his Saviour,
nailed to a cross.

The bodies of these two martyrs, together with the
instruments of their martyrdom, were buried in a ceme-
tery, where they lay unknown until it pleased God to
manifest the place of their burial to St. Ambrose. This
holy bishop, when passing through Bologna, in the year
393, found the depository of these precious relics, and
transferred them, with becoming solemnity, to a neigh-
boring church. He took a portion of the blood of the
martyrs, and of the cross of St. Agricola, which he had
found in the sepulchre, and carried them to Florence,
and placed them under the altar of a church which he
afterwards consecrated in that city.

St. Ambrose preached upon the occasion, and from his
sermon these facts have been extracted. They are to be
found also in Ruinart.
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CHAPTER V.

ST. VITALIS OF RAVENNA.
April 28.

AXNOTHER holy martyr by the name of Vitalis was a
citizen of Milan, of noble descent; the entire family
were Christians, and his conduct was most exemplary.
He had served in the army of the emnperor, and was con-
sequently on terms of friendship with Paulinus, the con-
sul, trusting to whose favor he assisted the persecuted
Christians, succored them in their need, and visited them
in their prisons or in the caverns where they lay con-
cealed.

Paulinus was a great enemy of the Christians, but, not
knowing that Vitalis was one, invited him to travel to
Ravenna. On their arrival our saint heard that a certain
Christian, named Ursicinus, by profession a physician,
had been condemned to torture, and seemed frightened
at the approach of death. Vitalis, leaving the consul,
ran to the spot, and finding Ursicinus almost ready to
yield, exclaimed: “How is this, my friend ? Thou hast
the crown almost within thy grasp. Having already
suffered so much, wilt thou miserably lose it? To avoid
these short pains, wilt thou cast thyself into everlasting
torments? Thou hast cured the maladies of others;
wilt thou now condemn thyself to eternal death? En-
liven thy faith! Have confidence in Jesus Christ!
Bravely consummate the sacrifice of thyself.” Upon
this exhortation the constancy of Ursicinus revived, and
he gave his life for Jesus; upon which Vitalis carried off
his body and respectfully interred it.

Information having been given to Paulinus of all that
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had passed, he said to Vitalis: *“*How then! art thou
mad, to have acted as thou hast, not being a Christian ?”
The saint instantly replied : “ Nay, but I am a Christian,
and am proud to be so. Nor am I mad either. He is
mad who gives to wicked men the honor due to God.
There is but one only God : this God we adore, and we
glory in dying for his sake.”

Paulinus loved Vitalis, but his hatred to the Christians
prevailed over this feeling, and he ordered Vitalis to be
imprisoned ; who, finding himself in the company of
other confessors, made such manifestation of his joy, that
Paulinus became infuriated, and commanded all his
joints to be dislocated upon the rack, and his sides to be
torn with iron hooks. During these tortures the holy
martyr ceased not to preach Jesus Christ, wiliereupon he
was thrown into a ditch aund buried alive beneath a tor-
rent of stones, on the z27th of April, of the year 171,
according to Baronius.

As St. Vitalis expired, one of the priests of Apollo, who
had incensed the tyrant against him, was possessed by
a devil ; full of rage, he cried out: **Thou tormentest
me, O Vitalis | thou burnest me.” Seven days after, he
cast himself into a river and was drowned.

The relics of this saint are deposited in a magnificent
church at Ravenna, built upon the place of his martyr-
dom.

On the day dedicated to the honor of St. Vitalis, com-
memoration is made of his wife, St. Valeria, who, while
returning from Ravenna, after the death of her husband,
was so beaten and maltreated by the pagans for her
faith, that she expired on the second day after her ar-
rival at Milan. She is also honored as a martyr.

S
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CIIAPTER VL

ST, POLYCARP, BISHOP OF SMYRNA,
January 26.

St. PoLvcarp was a disciple of the Apostle St. John,
and was born about the seventieth year of the Christian
era. He was a Christian from his infancy, and on ac-
count of his extraordinary piety was greatly beloved
by the apostles, his teachers. St. Irenzeus, Bishop of
Lyons, writes that he had had the good fortune, when
young, to know our saint, who was then far advanced in
years, and remark show strongly impressed on his mind
were the instructions which he had received from him,
and with what delight he remembered having heard him
recount his couversations with St. John and others who
had seen the Redeemer. .

St. Polycarp was consecrated Bishop of Smyrna by
St. John himself before this apostle’'s banishment to the
Island of Patmos. It is looked upon as certain that our
saint was the angel, or Bisliop of Smyrna, commended
by the Lord in the Apocalypse: And to the angel of the
church of Smyrna write . . . 1 know thy tribulation and thy
poverty; but thou art rich. . . . Be thou faithful unto death,
and I will give thee the crown of life.!

Our saint governed the church of Smyrna seventy
vears, according to Fleary,” with so much prudence and
approbation that he was regarded as the principal of the
Asiatic bishops, on account of the great veneration in

1 «“Scjo tribulationem tuam et paupertatem tuam ; sed dives es. . . .
Esto fidelis usque ad mortem, et dabo tibi. . . . coronam vite.”—.4poc,
il. 9.

* Hist. eccl. 1. 3, n. 48.
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which he was held. When eighty vears of age, he went
to Rome to consult with Pope Anicetus on some points
of discipline, particularly regarding the time at which
Easter should be celebrated. St. Polycarp’s delay in
Rome was very useful to the faithful, as it afforded
him an opportunity of confuting the heresies of that
period, Meeting the heresiarch Marcion, who inquired
of the holy bishop whether he knew him; “VYes,” an-
swered the saint, “ I know thee to be the first-born of the
devil.”

On his return to Asia, he suffered much in the perse-
cution which the Emperor Marcus Aurelius raised against
the Church, and which was particularly felt at Smyrna,
where the proconsul, Statius Quadratus, was exercis-
ing the most barbarous cruelty against the faithful.
Amongst other acts of persecution, he caused twelve
Christians, who were brought from Philadelphia, to be
devoured by wild beasts. Excited by this bloodshed, the
pagans were loud in their demands for the slaughter of
the Christians, particularly of Polycarp, who failed not
on his part to encourage his flock to the most heroic
proofs of constancy, in suffering torments and death for
Jesus Christ.  Notwithstanding the continual clamor
raised against him, the saint wished to remain in the
city for the discharge of his pastoral duties, but was
obliged, by the importunity of the faithful, to retire to a
house without the city, where, during his stay, he oc-
cupied the entire night and day in holy praver,

After a short time, however, he was discovered. Three
days previouly to hisarrest, he saw in a vision his pillow
in flames, from which he knew that the martyrdom re-
served for him was that of fire, and, turning to his com-
pauions, told them that he would be burned alive, The
Christians, aware that the soldiers were in pursuit of
him, removed him to another house; but ayoung servant,
overawed by the fear of torture, revealed the place of
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his concealment. The saint was informed of this, but
refused to retreat any farther, saying, with holy resigna-
tion: “The will of God be done.” Full of heroic zeal,
he offered himself to God as a victim destined for his
honor, besought him to accept the sacrifice of his life,
and joyfully delivered himself up to his pursuers. He
received them into his house, ordered them a handsome
supper, and desired only some time for praver, which
being granted, he was for two hours absorbed in medita-
tion.

The captain and the soldiers were filled with confusion
at the sight of the venerable bishop; and unwillingly
executing their commission, departed with him at break
of day. As the journey to Smyrna was long, they set
him on an ass, and were conducting him to the city,
when they met on the road two superior officers, called
Herod and Nicetas, who took him into their chariot, and
endeavored to persuade him to obey the imperial edict,
saying, among other things: “ What harm is there in
sacrificing to the gods in order to save your life 2" The
saint answered with fortitude that he would rather
suffer every torture, even death itself, than consent to
what they advised. Upon this resolute answer they
turned away in anger, regarding him as a man lost
through his obstinacy, and pushed him from the chariot
with such violence that his leg was bruised, or, accord-
ing to Fleury, broken by the fall.

The saint nevertheless, with undisturbed tranquillity
of mind, proceeded to the amphitheatre, where he was
about to sacrifice his life. Upon entering it he heard a
voice from heaven, saying: “ Be courageous, Polycarp;
act manfully.” He was presented to the proconsul, who
endeavored to shake his resolution, saying: « Polycarp,
thou art old, and should free thyself from torments which
thou hast not strength to bear; swear, therefore, by the
fortune of Caesar, and exclaim with the people, * Be the
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impious exterminated!’” The saint immediately re-
plied: “Yes ! be the impious exterminated—but by the
impious I mean theidolaters.” The proconsul, thinking
that he had gained him over, said: *“ Now blaspheme
Jesus Christ, and I will discharge thee.” The saint re-
joined: “I have served Jesus Christ these fourscore and
six vears; he never did me harm, but much good ; how
can I blaspheme him? How can I blaspheme my Creator
and my Saviour, who is also my judge, and who justly
punishes those who deny him?” The tyrant, still con-
tinuing to tempt him to deny Jesus Christ, Polycarp re-
plied that he was a Christian, and considered it a glory
to die for Christ.

The proconsul threatened him with wild beasts. “ Call
for them quickly,” replied the saint; “I cannot change
from good to evil; the beasts will help me to pass from
mortal suffering to the glory of heaven.” ¢ Then,” said
the tyrant, “thou shalt be burned alive.” The saint
answered: “Thy fire only lasts a moment; there is
another fire which is eternal, and of that I am afraid.
Why dost thou delay to execute thy threats?” This he
said with so much intrepidity. that the tyrant himself
was struck with admiration; he ordered, however, a crier
to make public proclamation that Polycarp had avowed
himself a Christian ; whereupon the entire multitude of
pagans cried out: ‘“ILet this destroyer of our gods die !”
The public shows having terminated, it was resolved
that he should be burned alive, instead of being devoured
by wild beasts.

The pile was prepared by the pagans, and also by the
Jews, who were particularly active in offering them-
selves as executioners. Polycarp put off his garments,
and seeing they were about to fasten him to the
stake, said: “Leave aside these nails: He who gives me
fortitude to undergo this fire, will enable me to stand
still without them.” They therefore contented them-
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selves with tying his hands behind his back, and placed
him upon the pile, whence raising his eyes to heaven.
the saint prayed after the following manner: “I bless
Thee, O God, for having vouchsafed to make me a par-
taker in the Passion of Jesus Christ Thy Son, by render-
ing me worthy to offer myself as a sacrifice for Thy
honor, that I may be enabled to praise Thee in heaven,
and to bless Thee for all eternity.” The pile was set on
fire, yet the flames did not touch the body of the saint,
but formed, as it were, an arch around him, while his
flesh exhaled a most fragrant odor. The pagans, ex-
asperated to see that the fire had no effect, transfixed
him with a spear, and such a quantity of blood issued
from the wound as extinguished the flames.

Thus did St. Polycarp terminate his triumph, as is re-
corded in the celebrated epistle of the Church of Smyrna,
which may be seen in “Ruinart’s Collection of the Acts
of the Martyrs.” His martyrdom took place about the
year 160.

CHAPTER VIL

ST. THEODORA, VIRGIN, AND ST. DIDYMUS.
April 28,

St. THEODORA, a native of Alexandria, was descended
from noble and opulent Christian parents; she was born
towards the close of the third century, and at the early
age of sixteen years was distinguished for her beauty.
Desirous of having Jesus Christ alone for her spouse,
she made a vow of perpetual virginity, and her many
admirable virtues made hera model of perfection to the
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other Christian virgins of her acquaintance. No sooner
were the edicts of Diocletian against the Christians pub-
lished in Egypt, than our saint was inflamed with the
holy desire of sacrificing her life for Jesus Christ, and by
prayer commenced to prepare herself for the great
struggle, and to make frequent offerings of herself to
God.

She was amongst the first of those who were arrested,
and being presented to the judge Proculus, who was
much struck with her beauty, was asked whether she
was a slave or a free woman ; the saint replied that she
was a Christian, having been freed by Christ from the
slavery of the devil, and that she was also born of what
the world called free parents. The tyrant, having dis-
covered that she was of noble birth, inquired why she
had not married. St. Theodora replied that she had ab-
stained from marriage that she might live alone to Jesus
Christ her Saviour. *“But dost thou not know,” con-
tinued the judge, “ that it hath been commanded by the
. emperor that each one shall sacrifice to the gods, or else
be condemned to the most infamous punishments?”
“ And thou also knowest very well,” rejoined the saint,
“that God is careful of those who serve him, and defends
them from contamination.” Proculus continued to per-
suade her to sacrifice to the gods, threatening that
otherwise the imperial edicts should be enforced. The
saint answered as before, adding that she was consecrated
to Jesus Christ, and would not abandon him though she
were torn to pieces. “I am no longer my own,” said
she, “but His: He will defend me.”

“Thou shalt pay dearly for thy obstinacy,” said the
judge; “what madness to place thy trust in a man who
could not free himself from the death of the cross!”
“Yes,” replied the saint, “ my confidence is placed in
Jesus Christ, who hath suffered death to grant life unto
us; he will preserve me from all evil. I fear neither tcr-
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ments nor death, but, on the contrary, I long to die for
love of my God who died for me.”

“But thou art of noble birth,” said the judge, ““and
shouldst not dishonor thy family with eternal infamy.”
Theodora answered: *“ My g¢lory is to confess the name
of Jesus Christ my Saviour; he hath given me both
honor and nobility; he knoweth how to preserve his
dove from the hawk.”

“Thou dost but trifle,” said Proculus; “instantly
sacrifice to our gods—be notinsane.” “I would indeed
be insane,” said Theodora, *“if I were to sacrifice to
devils and gods of brass or marble.” Exasperated by
this answer, the judge caused her to be buffeted, and
said: ¢ Thou wilt charge us with this dishonor; but thou
shouldst not have dishonored our gods.” “I do not
complain,” said the saint, ‘“but rather rejoice at this
opportunity of bearing insult for my Saviour.”

“I shall give thee,” said the tyrant, *‘three days to
deliberate ; after which, if thou wilt remain obdurate,
punishment awaits thee.” Theodora replied, “ Thou
mayest look on these three days as already expired; thou
shalt find me the same then as now.” The three days
having expired, and the saint being still constant in her
faith, Proculus said that he was bound to obey the edict,
and commanded her to be conducted whither he had
threatened.

Upon entering the infamous place the saint fervently
recommended herself to Jesus Christ, and was heard;
for Didymus, habited like a soldier, mingled in the crowd,
and obtained admission to the room where she was.
Upon seeing him, Theodora fled from him into several
corners of the room; but Didymus said to her: *“Fear
me not, Theodora; [ am not such a one as thou supposest;
I have come to save thy honor and to set thee free. Let
us change habits; take thou my clothes and depart; I
will remain here in thine.” Theodora did as she was de-
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sired, and in her disguise joyfully departed from that
place of infamy; holding down her head, she passed
undiscovered through the midst of the crowd.

After some time, another young man, on entering the
apartment, was astonished to find a man there instead
of the virgin, and in his astonishment exclaimed: * Per-
haps Christ changeth women into men!” But St. Didy-
mus explained, and said to the idolater: * Christ hath
not changed me from a woman to a man, but hath given
me an opportunity of acquiring the crown of martyrdom.
The virgin is out of your reach; I have remained in her
place; do unto me as it pleaseth you.”

The prefect being informed of this, sent for Didymus,
and asked him why he had so acted. He replied that
it was in consequence of an inspiration from God. He
was then commanded to sacrifice to the gods, and to
make known where Theodora was. He replied, that as
to Theodora he knew not, and as to sacrificing to the
gods, the judge had better put in force the imperial edict,
since he would never sacrifice to devils, though he should
" be cast into a furnace. The prefect, incensed at this
declaration, commanded that he should be beheaded,
and that his body should afterwards be burned.

Didymus accordingly went to the place of execution,
but at the same moment Theodora arrived, and with holy
emulation contended for the crown. Didymus said: “It
is mine, because on me hath senteunce been pronounced.”
Theodora replied: “1 was willing thou shouldst save my
honor, but not my life. 1 abominated infamy, but did
not shrink from death. If thou hast intended to deprive
me of martyrdom, thou hast deceived me.” Finally, the
judge ordered them both to be decapitated, and thus
both received the crown of martyrdom.

The original Acts of this glorious martyrdom are
transcribed by Ruinart.



74 Martyrs of the First Ages. [PART L

CHAPTER VIIL

ST. PHILIP, BISHOP OF HERACLEA, AND HIS TWO COMPAN-
IONS, ST, SEVERUS AND ST. HERMES.

St. PuiLip was elected Bishop of Heraclea, the metrop-
olis of Thrace, in consequence of his extraordinary vir-
tue; and so fully did he correspond to the expectation
of his people, that, white they tenderly loved him, there
was not one among his flock who was not the object of
his most affectionate pastoral solicitude. But there were
two of his disciples whom he loved with peculiar affec-
tion—Severus, a priest, and Hermes, a deacon, whom he
afterwards had companions of his martyrdom.

In the persecution of Diocletian he was advised to
retire from the city. This, however, he refused to do,
saying that he wished to conform to the dispensations
of God, who knows how to reward those who suffer for
his love, and that consequently he feared not the threats
or torments of the tyrant. In the year 304 the saint
was one day preaching to his people upon the necessity
of patience and resignation, when a soldier, by the
order of Bassus, the governor, entered the church, and
having commanded the people to retire, shut the doors
and sealed them; upon which Philip said to him:
“Dost thou think that God dwelleth in these walls, and
not rather in our souls ?”

Philip, although unable to enter the church, was un-
willing to abandon it altogether, and remained at the
door with his people. Separating the good from the
bad, he exhorted the former to remain constant in the
faith, and called upon the latter to return to God by
sincere repentance. Bassus, finding them assembled,



cHAP. VIIL) .SY. Philep, Bishop of Heraclea. 75

caused them to be arrested, and having demanded who
was their master, Philip answered: “I am he.” The
governor said: “Hast thou not heard the edict of the
emperor, that in no place shall the Christians be as-
sembled, but shall sacrifice to the gods, or perish?” [He
then commanded that the gold and silver vessels,
together with the books that treated of the Christian
law, should be delivered up ; otherwise that recourse
would be had to torture. Philip replied: “ For my part,
I am willing to suffer in this my body, tottering with
age, whatever thou canst inflict; but abandon thou the
thought of having any control over my spirit. The
sacred vessels are at thy disposal; but it shall be my
care to prevent the holy books from falling into thy
hands.” Bassus, infuriated at this answer, called for-
ward the executioners, and caused the saint to undergo
a cruel and protracted torture.

The deacon, Hermes, witnessing the agonies of his
bishop, told the governor that, althcugh he were pos-
sessed of all the holy books, good Christians would
never fail to teach Jesus Christ to others, and to render
him the honor he deserves. After these words the holy
deacon was most cruelly scourged.

Bassus commanded that the sacred vessels should be
removed from the sacristy, that the Scriptures should
be burned, and that Fhilip, with the other prisoners,
should be led by the soldiers to the forum, to be exe-
cuted, in order that the pagans should be gladdened
and the Christians affrighted by the spectacle. Philip,
having arrived at the forum, and being informed of the
burning of the Scriptures, spoke at length to the people
of the eternal fire prepared by God for the wicked.
During this discourse, a pagan priest, called Cataphro-
nius, came carrying some meats that had been sacrificed
to the idols. Hermes, seeing him, exclaimed: “ This
diabolical food hath been brought, that we, being



76 Martyrs of the First Ages. [PART L.

forced to eat it, may be contaminated!” St. Philip de-
sired him to be calm.

In the mean time the governor, arriving at the forum
again, commanded the holy bishop to sacrifice to his
gods. The saint asked: “Being a Christian, how can I
sacrifice to marble?” ‘ Sacrifice at least to the em-
peror,” said Bassus. ¢ My religion,” said the saint,
“commands me to honor the princes, but teaches me
that sacrifice is due to God alone.” “ But doth not this
beauteous statue of Fortune,” said the governor, “de-
serve a victim?” The saint replied: It may receive
that honor from thy hands, since thou dost adore it; but
it shall not from mine.” ‘ Let then,” urged Bassus,
“this {ine figure of Hercules move thee.” Here the
holy bishop, raising his voice, rebuked the insanity of
those who worship as gods statues that, being taken
from the earth, like earth should be trodden upon, not
adored. :

Bassus, turning to Hermes, asked him if he at least
would sacrifice. The holy deacon resolutely answered
that he was a Christian, and could not do so; and hav-
ing been told that, should he continue obstinate, he
would be cast into flames, replied: ‘ Thou dost threaten
me with flames that last but for a short time, because
thou art ignorant of the strength of those eternal flames
in which the followers of the devil shall burn.”

Bassus, exasperated at the constancy of the saints, re-
manded them to prison. As they went along, the in-
solent rabble frequently pushed the venerable and aged
bishop, so as to throw him down, but he with joyous
looks quietly raised himself again.

Meanwhile the term of Bassus’ government having
expired, Justin, his successor, arrived at Heraclea. He
was a much more cruel man than his predecessor. St.
Philip, having been brought before him, was told that
if he would not sacrifice, he should, notwithstanding
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his extreme age, have to suffer tortures that were intol-
lerable even to youth. The venerable bishop replied :
“Ye, for fear of a short punishment, obey men: how
much more ought we to obey God, who visits evil-doers
with eternal torments? Thou mayest torture, but canst
never induce me to sacrifice.” Justin: ¢TI shall com-
mand thee to be dragged by the feet through the streets
of the city.” Philip: “God grant that it may be so.”
The bloody threat was executed; yet the saint did not
die in that torment, but his body was torn to pieces,
and in the arms of the brethren he was carried back to
prison.

After this the governor called before him IHermes the
deacon, whom he exhorted to sacrifice, in order to
escape the torments that were being prepared. DBut the
saint replied : “I cannot sacrifice and betray my faith;
do, therefore, according to thy pleasure—tear my body
to pieces.” “Thou speakest thus,” said Justin: “be-
cause thou knowest not the pains that await thee;
upon a trial thou shalt repent.” TIlermes: “ Atrocious
though they may be, Jesus Christ, for whose love I am
about to suffer, will render them not only light, but
sweet.”

Justin sent him also to prison, where the saints re-
mained for seven months. Thence he sent them before
him to Adrianople, and upon his arrival again sum-
moned Philip te his presence, intimating to him that he
had deferred his execution in the hope that, upon
mature consideration, he would sacrifice. The saint
boldly replied: *“I have already told thee that I am a
Christian, and T will always say the same. I will not
sacrifice to statues, but only to that God to whom I
have consecrated my eatire being.” Angered by this
reply, the judge ordered him to be stripped and scourged
until the bones and bowels were laid bare. The aged
bishop suffered this torture with so much courage, that
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Justin himself was astonished. Three days afterwards
he was again summoned before the tyrant, who inquired
why it was that with so much temerity he continued to
disregard the imperial edicts. The saint replied : “ That
which animates me is not rashness, but the love I bear
my God, who one day shall judge me. In worldly mat-
ters I have invariably obeyed the rulers, but now the
question is, whether I will prefer earth to heaven. I am
a Christian, and cannot sacrifice to thy gods.”

Seeing that he could not shake the constancy of the
holy bishop, Justin, turning to Hermes, said : ¢ This old
man is weary of life, but thou shouldst not be so reck-
less of it: offer sacrifice, and consult thy safety.”
Hermes began to show the impiety of idolatry, but
Justin hastily interrupted him, saying: ““ Thou speakest
as if thou wouldst persuade me to become a Christian.”
“T earnestly desire,” said the saint, “that this should
happen not only to thee, but to all those who hear me.”

Finally, the tyrant, perceiving that he could not win
over these generous confessors, pronounced sentence in
the following manner: “We command that Philip and
Hermes, for having contemned the imperial cdicts, shall
be burned alive.” Sentence having been pronounced, the
saints proceeded to the place of execution, evincing by
their holy joy that they were two victims consecrated
to the Lord. DBut from having been tortured in the
stocks their feet were so sore that the holy bishop had
to be supported, while Hermes with great difficulty fol-
lowed, saying to Philip: *“ Let us hasten, Father, nor
care for our feet, since we shall no longer have need of
them.” When they came to the place of their martyr-
dom, according to the custom of the country, they were
placed standing in a trench, and covered with earth up
to the knees, in order that they might not be able to
flee from the fire. Upon entering the trench, Hermes
smiled with holy joy, and the fire having been kindled
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by the executioners, the saints began to thank Almighty
God for their death, terminating their prayer and their
martyrdom with the usual “ Amen.” *

Severus, who was the other disciple of St. Philip, had
beenleft in prison while his holy bishop consummated his
martyrdom in the flames; and having been informed of
his glorious triumph, was deeply afflicted at not having
been able to bear him company; hence he earnestly be-
sought the Lord not to think him unworthy of sacrific-
ing his life for his glory. His prayers were heard, and
on the following day he obtained the desired crown.

The martyrdom of these saints is related by Cardinal
Orsi,' who quotes Ruinart.

Y Istor. Eccl. 1. 9, n. 33.

* After the execution their bodies were found entire and fresh as in full
health, without any trace of fire. St. Hermes, though a simple deacon,
was a distinguished man. HHe had been first magistrate of the city of
Heraclea, and had fulfilled the duties of his office with so much wisdom
that he conciliated the esteem and veneration of all his fellow-citizens.
After having renounced everything to devote himself to the service
of the Church, he took the resolution to live only by the labor of his
hands, like the great Apostle, and he had a son named Philip whom he
brought up in the same principles. While the executioners were set-
ting fire to the pile in which he was to be consumed, and perceiving one
of his friends in the crowd, he called him and said: ‘* Go, and tell my
son: ‘ These are the last words of your dying father—words that he
leaves you as the most precious marks of his affection. You are young:
avoid as dangerous everything that can weaken your soul; above all,
avoid sloth; keep the peace with every one.”” The flames having risen
prevented him from continuing. These details are given by Ruinart.
—Ep. -
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CHAPTER IX.

ST. JAMES, SURNAMED INTERCISUS,
November 27.

The Christian religion had been for a long time per-
secuted in Persia, bat during the reign of King Isde-
gerdes it had enjoyed a peace of twenty vears. A
certain bishop, named Abdas, set fire to a temple, in
which was an idol worshipped by the Persians; and this
circumstance gave rise to a flerce persecution of the
Christians, since Isdegerdes, infuriated by the fact,
gave orders that all Christian churches should be
levelled with the earth, and that all his subjects should
profess only the Persian religion.

James, overcome by the fear of losing his property
and the honors he enjoyed at court, obeyed the iniqui-
tous decree. But his mother and his wife, most exem-
plary Christians, who were then absent, having heard of
his fall, wrote to him aletter, in which, after exhorting him
to repair his grievous error, they said : “If thou wilt not
return to the good path from which thou hast departed,
we shall treat thee as a stranger, and separate from
thee; it behooveth us not to have any communication
with one who hath abandoned his God to please men,
and to secure to himself the perishable things of this
life, which will cause him to perish everlastingly.”

James, whose conscience continually upbraided him
with his apostasy, was strongly affected by the letter; and
he began to reflect that if his nearest relatives thus re-
proached him, how much more would he have to fear
the censure of the Eternal Judge. While he bewailed
the publicity of his sin, e resolved that his repentance
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should be equally notorious, and took frequent occasion
to express himself in the following terms: “I am a
Christian, and I repent that I have abandoned the faith
of Jesus Christ.”

The king upon hearing this was much enraged, and
considering himself personally offended by the insult
offered to the gods whom he adored, ordered him to be
conducted to his presence. The saint appeared before
the tyrant, who reproached him with fickleness, and
threatened him with the most cruel death unless he im-
mediately sacrificed to the gods of the Persians.  But the
saint replied that he was a Christian, that he sincerely
repented of his apostasy, and that he wished to continue
no longer unfaithful to his God. The tyrant, in trans-
ports of rage, commanded that his body should be
chopped to pieces, limb by limb, in order, as he said,
that others might be deterred from following his ex-
ample,

The saint intrepidly offered himselt to this horrible
torture. The executioner first cut off the thumb of his
right hand, telling him that if he would obey the king his
torments should cease there. But James was anxious
to give his life for Jesus Christ, and to repair the scandal
he had given by having denied him; presenting, there-
fore, each limb to the executioners, he suffered them to
be cut off, joint by joint, without a moan. The faithful
witnessed his martyrdom with great edification, until,
his body being reduced to a mere trunk, his head was
struck off. This happened on the 27th of November, in
the year 420," and from the nature of his martyrdom he
was called Znfercisus, that is, cut into pieces.

The constancy of this martyr makes us better under-
stand the efficacy of the grace of Jesus Christ, since by

! This was, according to Alban Butler, in j21, during the reign of
Vararanes V., son and successor to Isdegerdes, who died a short lime
after he had rekindled the fire of persecution in 420. —Eb.

6
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it he was enabled to suffer this cruel butchery not only
with resignation, but with great spiritual joy. All the
martyrs were, of themselves and as men, vile and weak,
but they were enabled by Jesus Christ, who strengthened
them, to suffer their trials with fortitude, and to obtain
the victory. Let us also have confidence in the assist-
ance of Jesus Christ, and whenever we find our strength
or courage to falter under trial or temptation, let us in-
stantly have recourse to him, praying him to succor us
by the merits of his precious blood. If we but do this
with fervent faith we also may be sure of triumph.
The martyrdom of St. James the Intercisus is related by
Father Massini, who collected the particulars from his
Acts in Surius, November 27.

CHAPTER X
ST. AFRA THE PENITENT.

August 5.

THE history of St. Afra is related by most respectable
authors, such as Fleury,” Orsi,® and Massini.® Penitent
sinners may receive great encouragement from the con-
sideration of the fortitude communicated to this penitent
by the Lord, which enabled her to suffer the martyrdom
of fire; and also from the consideration of the wisdom
given to her, by which she answered the insidious argu-
ments that were intended to pervert her.

St. Afra was a citizen of Augsburg, in Rhaetia (Ba-
varia), and a pagan of so dissolute a character, that her

VHist. eccl. 1. 8, n. 48.  * Istor. eccl. 1. g, n. 46. 3 Race. di V. 6ag.
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house and its inmates were used by her for the infamous
purpose of corrupting the youths of that city. But the
triumph of divine grace appeared the more brilliant in
bringing this most wretched creature from the very
lowest abyss of infamy to the glory of martyrdom.

It is believed that St. Afra, together with her mother
and entire family, was converted by the holy bishop, St.
Narcissus. From her Acts, found in Ruinart, it would
appear that she had always before her eyes the deformity
of her crimes, and was tortured by the recoliection of
them; so that when she had embraced the faith, she en-
deavored to get rid of the price of her infamy by giving
liberally to the poor; and when some Christians, al-
though in extreme penury, refused to receive from her
what had been the wages of sin, she would beseech of
them to accept it, and pray to God for the remission of
her grievons offences.  Thus did this holy penitent
prepare herself to receive from God that glorious palm
which she finally obtained.

The persecution of Diocletian was raging when St.
Afra was arrested and brought before the judge named
Gaius, who said to her: “ Come now, sacrifice to the
gods; it is better to live than to die amid torments.”
The saint replied: “ The sins which I have committed
before I knew the true God are sufficient; wherefore I
cannot now do that which thou commandest. I never
will do so: it would be adding a new insult to my God.”

The judge having ordered her to repair to the temple,
she answered with great eourage: “ My temple is Jesus
Christ, whom I have continually before mine eyes, and
to whom I every day confess my sins. Since I am un-
worthy to offer him any other sacrifice, I am anxious to
sacrifice myself, in order that this body, with which I
have offended him, may be purified by torments;—this
reflection shall make me suffer most willingly.”

“Since, therefore,” said Gaius, “by reason of thy
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wicked life thou hast nothing to expect from the God of
the Christians, thou hadst better sacrifice to our gods.”
The saint replied: “ My Lord Jesus Christ has said, that
he descended from heaven to save sinners. We read in
the Gospel, that a sinful woman, having washed his feet
with her tears, obtained from him the forgiveness of all
her offences; and, moreover, that he never rejected sin-
ful creatures nor publicans; but, on the contrary, con-
descended to converse and even to eat with them.”

The iniquitous judge was not ashamed to counsel her
to return to her infamous practices, in order that she
might gain the favor of her gallants, and enrich herself.
“I renounce,” said the penitent saint, “that execrable
gain, and look upon it with horror. That which I had,
I have cast from me and given to the poor, imploring
them to accept it; how, then, can I consent to earn it
again ?”

After this the discussion was continued in the follow-
ing manner:

Gaius said: “ Thy Christ estcemeth thee unworthy of
him; in vain thou callest him thy God; he will have
nothing to do with thee; a common prostitute cannot be
called a Christian.”

“True,” replied Afra, “I am unworthy of this name;
but my God, who chooseth not persons according to
their merits, but according to his own goodness, hath
been pleased to accept me, and make me a participator
of his name.”

Gaius: “ And whence knowest thou that he hath done
thee this favor?”

Afra: “I know that God has not cast me off, since he
has given me strength to confess his holy name; and I
feel a hope within me that I can thus obtain the pardon
of all my sins.”

“These are foolish stories,” replied the judge; ‘“sacri-
fice to our gods; because they alone can save thee.”
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“ My salvation,” answered the saint, “ depends alone
upon Jesus Christ, who, while hanging on the cross,
promised heaven to a robber that confessed his sins.”

Gaius replied: *“If thou wilt not sacrifice, I shall
cause thee to be stripped and whipped publicly, to thy
great shame.”

Afra: “I am ashamed only of my sins.”

“And I,” said Gaius, “am ashamed to be losing my
time in disputing with thee. Sacrifice to the gods, or I
shall condemn thee to death.”

Afra replied: “That is what I desire, since I hope thus
to find an eternal repose.”

Gaius threatened that if she would not sacrifice, he
would order her to be tortured and burned alive.

The saint courageously replied: *“ Let this, my body,
which hath been the instrument of so many sins, under-
go every torment; but let my soul not be contaminated
by sacrificing to demons.”

The judge then pronounced sentence upon her, in the
. following words: “ We ordain that Afra, a prostitute,
who has declared herself to be a Christian, and has re-
tused to sacrifice to the gods, be burned alive.”

The place selected for the execution of this terrible
sentence was a little island in theriver Lech. The saint,
having been conducted to this place, and the execution-
ers having tied her to the stake, she raised her eyes to
heaven, and prayed after the following manner: “ O
Lord Jesus Christ, who camest to call, not the just, but
sinners to repentance, and who hast vouchsafed to make
known unto us, that, upon whatever day the sinner shall
return to Thee by contrition, Thou wilt forget all his of-
fences; receive me now, a poor sinner that offers herself
to suffer this torture for Thy love. By this fire, which is
about to burn my body, deliver my soul from everlasting
flames.” At the termination of this prayer, fire was set
to the pile, and the saint was heard to say: “I give Thee
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thanks, O Lord, who, being innocent, didst offer Thyself
a sacrifice for sinners; and being the ¢ Blessed of God,’
didst vouchsafe to die for us ‘ children of wrath.” I give
Thee thanks, and offer myself a sacrifice to Thee, who.,
with the Father and the Holy Ghost, livest and reignest
world without end. Amen.” Having concluded her
prayer she expired.

Her three servants, Eunomia, Digna, and Eutropia,
were standing on the banks of the river witnessicg her
martyrdom. As they had been partners in her vice,
they had also imitated her in her conversion, and had
been baptized by the holy Bishop St. Narcissus. Know-
ing that their mistress was now dead, they crossed over
to the island; and the news having reached Hilaria, the
saint’s mother, she also came, accompanied by some
priests: they took the saint’s body and carried it to the
family burying-place, two miles distant from Augsburg.
Gaius, having been informed of this, sent a troop of
soldiers with orders to arrest all who were at the bury-
ing-place, and, in case they refused to sacrifice, to shut
them up in the sepulchre,’ and burn them there. This
barbarous order was cruelly executed, and thus all these
holy women received the crown of martyrdom in the
year 304.

! The sepulchres of the ancients, says Fleury, were high buildings,
often large e€nough to contain rooms. St. Hilaria and the three other

saints martyred with her are inscribed in the martyrology, August 12.—
Ep.
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CHAPTER XIL
ST. SABINUS, BISHOP OF SPOLETO, AND HIS COMPANIONS.

December 3o0.

THE persecution under the emperors Diocletian and
Maximian is considered as the most violent that the
Church has had to endure; and yet the triumph of the
Christian faith was never more glorious than under these
two notable tyrants. It was considered as a capital
offence for Christians to absent themselves from the
public games; and not only in the principal towns, but
even in the smaller villages, gibbets were prepared to
exccute those who would dare to confess the name of the
Lord Jesus. Irons, scourges, racks, caldrons of boiling
oil, and all the apparatus of torture were everywhere in
readiness for those who refused to sacrifice to the idols.
The cruelty of Maximian went so far as to ordain that
in the market-places, in the mills, in the bakers’ shops,
and in the taverns idols should be set up, to which every-
body should show some mark of idolatrous veneration,
on pain of being arrested. Yet, notwithstanding this
wholesale butchery, never were there secen greater mul-
titudes of Christians professing a desire to suffer and to
die for Jesus Christ; so that the number of holy martyrs
amounted at that time to eight millions."

St. Sabinus, who was, during this persecution, Bishop
of Spoleto in Umbria, going through all the towns of his
diocese, ceased not to exhort his flock to seek a union
with God in holy prayer, that they might be enabled by
his grace to suffer tortures and death in testimony of

! Of the number of martyrs mention was made on page 33.
.
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his holy faith. Venustianus, who was then governor
of Tuscany, having heard of the pious labors of the holy
Bishop, caused him to be arrested at Assisi, with his two
deacons. Marcellus and Exuperantius, and others of the
clergy.

Upon the arrival of this tyrant at Assisi, he summoned
the bishop and his two deacons before him, and having
inquired of Sabinus who he was, the saint replied: “Iam
the bishop. although an unworthy sinner.” “ And how,”
said the governor, * hast thou dared to teach the people
to abandon the worship of the gods. and to follow a dead
man?’ Sabinus replied: ¢ Thou knowest that he died,
but dost not know that he rose the third day; and yet
thou shouldst know it.” The governor angrily ex-
claimed: *‘ Sacrifice to the gods, or thou shalt die by
torture as thou deservest: then mayest thou rise again
like thy Christ.””  The saint answered: * This is my de-
sire—to die and rise again, as did the Lord Jesus.”
Sabinus continued to preach Jesus Christ.

The governor, however, sent for an idol which he
always kept by him—a small coral image of Jove, with
robes sculptured in gold—and commanded all present to
adore it; but Sabinus, animated with holy zeal, dashed
the idol to the earth, and broke it to pieces. Venustianus,
exasperated at this insult offered to his idol, caused both
the hands of the holy prelate to be instantly cut off.

He then ordered Marcellus and Exuperantius to be put
to torture, for having also refused to adore his gods. He
had their flesh torn with iron hooks, and their bodies
burned with lighted torches; in which torments they
expired.

St. Sabinus, whe was present animating his compan-
ions, was sent to prison by the governor, in the expecta-
tion that he would die of the pain caused by the amputa-
tion of his hands, or perish by hunger, in case this should
prove insufficient to cause death.
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But a pious widow, called Serena, found means to sup-
port the holy bishop; and her charity was rewarded by
the saint, who, by praying over her nephew, restored to
him his sight. This miracle worked the conversion of
fifteen prisoners who were present.

Venustianus, the governor, allowed the saint to remain
unmolested for a month, being tortured by an excessive
pain in his eyes. All remedies having proved useless, he
was advised to have recourse to the saint, and accord-
ingly sent his wife and two children to Sabinus. When
the saint came to his house, Venustianus threw himself
at his feet, beseeching him to forget the tortures which
he had caused him to suffer, and imploring at the same
time the cure of his eyes. Sabinus told him that if he
would become a Christian he should be relieved from
the pain at his baptism. Venustianus consented, was
instructed in the Christian religion, received baptism,
together with his entire family, and instantly re-
covered.

St. Sabinus had the consolation of seeing this entire
family receive the crown of martyrdom; for the emperor
Maximian sent the tribune Lucius with orders to put
Sabinus and Venustianus to death. Lucius upon his ar-
rival at Assisi, without any trial whatever, caused Venus-
tianus, with his wite and children, to be instantly be-
headed; and brought Sabinus with him to Spoleto,
where he had the holy bishop scourged to death.'

Serena, a noblewoman of this city, who had procured
the hands, and had kept them embalmed by her, placed
them with the body, and buried the saint at a place
two miles distant from the city. A magnificent church

! According to certain authors, St. Sabinus consummated his martyr-
dom December 7, 304, although the martyrology mentions him on De-
cember 30. Giry adds that the virtuous Serenaalso obtained the crown of
the martyrs some time after, and that she is honored at Metz, January
30.—ED.
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was subsequently raised over the place of his inter-
ment.

The martyrdom of this saint is related by Fleury in
his Church History.!

CHAPTER XII.

ST. EUPLIUS, DEACON.
August 12,

St. EupLius obtained the crown of martyrdom in
Sicily during the persecution of Diocletian and Maxim-
ian. He was arrested while reading the Gospel in the
city ofCatana, and brought before the governor, Cal-
visianus, with the sacred volume in his hand. The
governor asked him whether he had brought those writ-
ings from his own house, or happened to have them
about him. The saintreplied: “Ihave no house; Icarry
them about me, and was arrested with them.” The
judge ordered him to read something from them; and the
saint read the two following texts: Blessed are they that
suffer persecution for justice sake, for thetis is the kingdom of
Heaven® And: He that will come after Me, let him take up
his cross and follow Me.® The judge inquired the meaning
of these words. Euplius replied: * This is the law of
God, which hath been given me.” ‘“ By whom?’ ¢“By
Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God.” * Since,
then, thou dost confess thyself a Christian,” said Calvisi-
anus, “I shall deliver thee to the executioners, that
they may torture thee.”

While the saint was undergoing the torture, Calvisi-
anus said to him: “ What dost thou now say of thy con-

1 Zivre 8, n. 39. 2 Matt. v. 10. 3 Ibid. xvi. 24.
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fession?” The saint replied: “ That which I have said
I now repeat: I am a Christian!” “But why,” said the
judge, “ didst thou not give up those writings as the em-
perors have commanded?”’ *“ Because I am a Christian.
I will sooner die than deliver them. In them is eternal
life, which is lost by him who would betray what God
has intrusted to his keeping.” The tyrant ordered his
tortures to be continued, and Euplius said: “ I thank
Thee, my Lord Jesus Christ. Since I suffer for Thy
sake, do Thou preserve me.” The judge said: “ Adore
the gods, and thou shalt be set at liberty.” The saint
replied: *“I adore Jesus Christ, and detest the demons.
Torture as much as thou pleasest, still shall T proclaim
myself a Christian.”

After the saint had been tortured for a considerable
time, the tyrant exclaimed: “Wretch that thou art!
worship our gods; adore Mars, Apollo, Asculapius.”
The martyr answered: “T adore the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Ghost, one only God; besides whom there is
no God. May vour gods find no worshippers! T offer
myself a sacrifice to the true God; nor is it possible to
change me.” Calvisianus gave orders that his torments
should be increased to the utmost; and while this was
being performed, Euplius was heard to say: “I thank
Thee, my Lord Jesus Christ. Since I endure these tor-
ments for Thy sake, do Thou succor me.” Although the
agony of his torments caused his voice and strength to
fail him, his lips still moved, as if he would repeat this
prayer.

At last Calvisianus, seeing that the constancy of the
saint was not to be overcome, commanded his head to be
struck off. The book of the Gospels was tied round his
neck, and, while he was proceeding to the place of exe-
cution, the public crier proclaimed before him: * This
is Euplins the Christian, an enemy to the gods and
to the emperors.” But the saint ceased not to return
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thanks to Jesus Christ, until he arrived at the place
of execution, when, casting himself upon his knees,
he said: “ O Lord Jesus Christ! I give Thee thanks for
having granted me strength to confess Thy holy name.
Complete, O Lord, what Thou hast begun, that Thy ene-
mies may be confused.” Then, turning to the people
who had followed him, he said: ** Brethren, love the Lord
with all your hearts; for he never forgets those who love
him. He remembers them during life and at the hour
of their death, when he sends his angels to lead them to
their heavenly country.” Having said these words, he
presented his neck to the executioner, who struck off his
head, on the rzth of August, in the year 3o4. The Chris-
tians carried off his body, embalmed and buried it. The
Acts of his martyrdom are found in Ruinart,

CHAPTER XIII.

ST. THEODOTUS, VINTNER,
May 18.

By the example of St. Theodotus we are taught the
important lesson, that there is no state of life in which a
man may not become a saint. He was a citizen of
Ancyra, the capital of Galatia, was a married man, and
followed the humble calling of an innkeeper. Although
his life presented to the eyes of the world nothing extra-
ordinary, it was one of sanctity before God: since having
been disciplined in the fear of the Lord from his youth,
by a holy virgin called Thecusa, he practised temper-
ance, chastity, and the mortification of the flesh, by fast-
ing and other penitential works. As he loved poverty,
he gave to the poor whatever he could afford; and his
inn was the hcme of the needy, the asylum of the infirm,
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and a school of Christian piety. He converted many
from the practice of a shameful vice and from other
crimes, and also brought many, both Jews and Gentiles,
to the profession of the true faith, a considerable num-
ber of whom arrived at the glory of martyrdom. He had
likewise the gift of miracles, particularly that of healing
the sick, which he effected by laying his hands upon
them, and invoking the adorable name of Jesus.

The persecution of Diocletian was raging, and Theo-
tecnus, a most cruel man, was governor of the province
of Dalmatia. He commanded that all the churches
should be demolished, and that all who were known to
be followers of Jesus Christ should be slaughtered. The
pagans, animated by the cruelty of the governor, en-
tered the houses of the Christians, and plundered what-
ever they thought fit; and if any one dared to complain,
he was accused of being a rebel. Every day Christians
were put into prison, and even noble ladies barbarously
dragged through the streets; so that many hid them-
selves in caves, or flew to the woods, living, like the
beasts, upon wild herbs. :

Theodotus remained in Ancyra, where he employed
himself in assisting those who had been imprisoned for
the faith, helping those in need, and burying the bodies
of the martyrs. Moreover, as the governor had forbid-
den bread or wine to be sold to any one who was not
known as an idolater, Theodotus supported the poor, and
supplied the priests with bread and wine for the celebra-
tion of the Mass. Thus, by the charity of Theodotus, his
inn became the temple and asylum of the Christians.

Having been informed that a certain friend of his,
named Victor, had been imprisoned for the faith, he went
by night to see him, and encouraged him, saying: “ A
Christian should have no other concern than firmly to
maintain his faith.” Having learned that most enticing
promises had been made to him in case he would re-
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nounce his faith, Theodotus said: * Believe me, my dear
Victor, the promises which the impious make to us are
for our perdition; they are intended to make us slumber
in order that we may not see the eternal death to which
they lead us.” Victor, animated by this exhortation,
went boldly to the place of torture; but having suffered
for some time, demanded a respite to consider the pro
posals made to him. He was accordingly brought back
to prison, where he soon died of his wounds, leaving his
eternal salvation in great doubt, to the inexpressible
grief of Theodotus,

Some time after this sad occurrence our saint met a
priest, named Fronto, in a country place called Malus,
and told him that he thouglht it a most appropriate spot
for placing the relics of the martyrs, The priest replied
that the relics should be procured before the work would
be undertaken. Theodotus said: “ God will take care of
that. Let it be thy concern to build the crypt, and the
relics shall not be wanting.” As an earnest of this prom-
ise, he gave the priest a ring from his finger, and re-
turned to Ancyra.

Here he learned that the bodies of seven martyred
virgins had been cast into a pond, and was miraculously
assisted in releasing them; for there arose a strong wind
that drove the waters to the sides of the pond, and dis-
covered at thie bottom the bodies of the saints, which he
drew out and placed in a neighboring oratory.’

Informations to this effect having been lodged against
him, he voluntarily surrendered himself to the magis-

1 These glorious victims of the most odious of tyrannies were all of an
advanced age; but this did not hinder the tyrant from subjecting them,
through hatred of their religion, to the most shameful indignities.
Among them was particularly noticed St. Tecusa, of whom mention was
made above; the names of the six others are: Alexandra, Claudia,
Faina, Euphrasia, Matrona, and Julitta. See the martyrology, May 18.
—ED.
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trates, On entering the court the governor, Theotecnus,
told him that if he sacrificed to the gods he would be
made high-priest of Apollo, and be loaded with riches
and honors. Theodotus, despising all, undertook to
prove to the governor the greatness and sanctity of Jesus
Christ, and the enormity of the vices which the pagans
themselves attributed to their false gods. But Theo-
tecnus, angered by this discourse, ordered that he should
be stretched upon the rack, and that, one after another,
the executioners should tear his flesh with iron hooks;
after which vinegar was poured into his wounds, and
lighted torches applied to his sides.

When the saint smelt the burning of his flesh he
turned his head somewhat aside, which the governor
mistaking for a sign that he was yielding to the torments,
approached him and said: “ Where now, Theodotus, is
that daring thou didst so lately glory in? Hadst thou
respected the emperor, thou wouldst not now be reduced
to this piteous state? Vile innkeeper ! thou shalt learn
not to contend henceforward with emperors who have
‘power over thy life.””  Theodotusreplied: “If thou hadst
arrested me for any crime, then I should fear. As it is,
I fear nothing. Invent new torments, and my Lord
Jesus Christ, for whose love I suffer, will grant me
strength to disregard them.” The governor enraged at
these words, caused his jaws to be struck with a stone so
as to beat out his teeth, upon which the saint said: *“ Al-
though thou shouldst cat out my tongue my pravers
cannot be interrupted, for God hears the Christians even
when they are deprived of their speech.” The governor
having ordered him back to prison he showed his wounds
to the crowd as he went along, giving them thereby to
understand the strength which Jesus Christ imparts to
his servants. * It is only reasonable,” he said, “to suffer
thus for our Llord, who has suffered so much for us.”

At the end of five days, the governor, seated upon a
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throne in one of the public squares, ordered the martyr
to be again brought before him. He then commanded
that his wounds should be reopened, his sides again torn
with irons, and that in this state he should be stretched
upon red-hot tiles. The saint, says Cardinal Orsi,’'
feeling a most excruciating pain, penetrating to his very
bowels, prayed that the Lord would somewhat mitigate
his suffering ; and having obtained additional consola-
tion, continued to endure this horrible torture with ad-
mirable fortitude.

The tyrant had him stretched upon the rack a third
time, and caused him to be lacerated as before; but
ultimately despairing of being able to overcome his con-
stancy, condemned him to lose his head, and ordered
that his body should be burned. Arrived at the place of
execution, the saint gave God thanks for the grace which
had enabled him to overcome his torments, and fervently
implored peace for the Church. Then turning to the
Christians, who had followed him with many tears, he
consoled them, and desired that they should give God
thanks for his victory, assuring them that he would not
fail to assist them by his prayers in heaven. He then
presented his neck to the executioner, and received the
crown. His body was placed upon a funeral pile to be
burned, but appeared surrounded with a light so super-
naturally resplendent that no one dared approach it. It
was therefore left guarded by soldiers.

Upon that same day the priest Fronto arrived in
Ancyra with the ring which Theodotus had given him,
as an earnest that God would supply relics for the place
previously prepared at Malus. He had with him an
ass laden with excellent wine, and the animal upon reach-
ing the place where the martyr’s body was being watched
instantly lay down. It was night; the soldiers, who had

1 [stor. eccl. 1. g, n. 21.
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retired to eat their supper in alittle hut, invited the priest
to join them, and Ironto gladly comptlied, giving them
in return some wine. The guard, having drunk freely.
fell into a sound sleep, while Fronto, adoring the won-
drous ways of divine Providence, took the body of
Theodotus, and, replacing his ring, laid it upon the ass.
The animal being let loose, went back to Malus, where a
church was subsequently built in honor of St. Theodotus,
His martyrdom took place in the beginning of the per-
secution under Diocletian, in the year 3o03.

Cardinal Orsi says that his acts were written by one
Nilus, his most intimate friend, and an eye-witness of
the facts herein recorded.

CHAPTER XIV.

ST, TRYPHO AND ST. RESPICIUS.
November 10.

THESE two holy martyrs, Trypho and Respicius, were
natives of Bithynia, and having been educated from
their infancy in the Christian faith, were young men of
exemplary virtue. Aquilinus, the governor of the
province, being informed that they were Christians, or-
dered them to be arrested, upon which they returned
thanks to God, who made them worthy to suffer for his
sake, beseeching him at the same time to accept their
sacrifice, and grant them strength to persevere to the
death. After their arrest they were conducted to Nice
and imprisoned. Aquilinus, having summoned them to
his presence, inquired of what condition they were, and
what was their fortune. The youths replied: “ Chris-
tians know not what fortune is, since they believe that it

7
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is God who regulates all things according to his infinite
wisdom.” The officers who accompanied the governor
said to them: “All of your religion are to be burned
alive unless they sacrifice to our gods. Such is the im-
perial command.” The holy prisoners answered: “ We
are not afraid to suffer for our religion; on the contrary,
we desire it.”

The governor here interposed, saying: “Ye are now
old enough to know what ve ought to do.” “Yes,”’
answered Trypho, “ and it is because we are well aware
of it that we follow Jesus Christ. All that we desire is,
to arrive at the perfection of this knowledge; and we
think, moreover, that the surest road is that which we
have just commenced to tread.” The judge, seeing their
constancy, ordered them to be tortured; but they hear-
ing the command, forthwith stripped themselves and
were placed upon the rack, which torture they endured
with the most astonishing fortitude and tranquillity.
During the torments they did not even open their mouths,
except to invoke the adorable name of Jesus, or to give
Aquilinus to understand the eternal damnation to which
he exposed himself by following the worship of idols.
But the governor despised all their exhortations, and
gave orders that as he was going to hunt, the martyrs
should be exposed in the fields to the severity of the frost
until his return. The order was executed, and by reason
of the excessive cold the martyrs’ legs were burst in
many places.

After his return from the chase the tyrant asked them
whether they would not now learn to be wise. “ This,
indeed,” said Trypho, “is what we are anxious to learn,
through the homage we render to our God.” Hereupon
the governor sent them to prison; and having made an
excursion to some other cities, returned to Nice, where
he again summoned the martyrs before him. Speaking
in a kind manner, he promised them riches and honors
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if they would obey the imperial edicts; but finding them
still constant, he said: ¢ Have pity upon your youth; de-
spise not the favors which you may obtain from us.”
Trypho answered: “ We cannot better follow your ad-
vice than by remaining steadfast in our confession of
Jesus Christ.”

Aquilinus, enraged at their firmness, caused them to
be dragged through the streets of the city, and to be
scourged until the executioners became exhausted. He,
moreover, ordered their sides to be torn with iron hooks,
and their lacerated flesh to be burned with torches;
during which butchery the martyrs said: “O Jesus our
God, for whom we thus combat and suffer, permit not
that the devil overcome us. Hear Thou our prayers,
and grant that we may happily arrive at the consumma-
tion of our course.” Thus did the saints continue to
speak to Jesus Christ without heeding the tyrant, who
during their tortures ceased not to importune them to
sacrifice to the gods. Seeing, however, that all his
efforts were unavailing, he condemned them to lose their
heads. They suffered about the vear 251.

Their Acts are found in Ruinart.’

! Such are in substance the Acts that Ruinart admits to be true in his
second edition (Amsteledami, 1713). We must, however, observe that
according to other authorities, confirmed by the Roman Breviary, St.
Respicius was a tribune who, at the sight of the superhuman courage
shown by St. Trypho while he was tortured, opened his eyes to the
faith, at once declared himself a Christian, and was united to the glorious
martyr. Their relics have been transported to Rome and deposited in
the Church of the Holy Ghost.—ED.
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CHAPTER XV.

ST. ROMANUS, DEACON, AND ST. BARULAS, THE INFANT
MARTYR.

November 18.

Tue martyrdom of St. Romanus is truly wonderful,
and is celebrated by oriental writers, as well as by those
of the Western Church. Eusebius, St. John Chrysostom,
and Prudentius are, according to Cardinal Orsi,’ amongst
his panegyrists. St. Romanus was a Syrian, and de-
scended of noble and Christian parents. At a very ten-
der age he applied himself to study, in which his natural
abilities enabled him to make great progress ; but still
greater was the advancement which he attained in the
science of the saints, by the sanctity of his morals and
his zeal for religion.

When the persecution of Diocletian began, he was
already a deacon of the Church of Caesarea, and went
from house to house exhorting the Christians to endure
with becoming fortitude whatever trials that great tribu-
lation might bring upon them. His bishop, having sent
him to Antioch on some very urgent business in the
vear 303, he found that the Christian churches were
being pulled down in obedience to the imperial edict.
Much as this afflicted the saiut, his grief was much more
poignant at beholding the fall of many Christians who,
terrified by the threats of the judges, presented them-
selves to offer sacrifice ; whereupon the saint, inflamed
by holy zeal, and regardless of his own danger, entered
the crowd of apostates and exclaimed : *‘ Alas, brethren,
what is it ye do? Do ye abandon the true God, vour

t Istor. eccl. 1. g, n. 20.
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Creator and Redeemer, to sell yourselves to the devil,
your enemy? Do you offer incense to gods of bronze,
of stone, and of wood, and do you adore as gods those
who during life have been the most abandoned of
men?’ By such discourse he not only withheld those
who were about to fall. and confirmed the constant,
but he gave courage to the pusillanimous, and dis-
posed them to brave all the persecutions of their
enemies.

Cardinal Orsi, on the authority of Prudentius, relates
that the prefect of the praetorinm, Asclepiades, having
sent some soldiers to a church to offer, upon the conse-
crated altar, victims to the idols, and afterwards to level
the church with the earth, the saint opposed the sacri-
legious attempt, saving that, if they wished to slay a
victim, he was ready to offer to God the sacrifice of his
life. Asclepiades having heard this, ordered Romanus
to be arrested. The saint was advised to seek safety in
flight, but refused to do so, and surrendered himself to
the soldiers ; he confessed at the tribunal that he was a
Christian, and that he had dissuaded the faithful from
obeying the edict, which he termed impious. “T clearly
foresee,” continued the holy deacon, ¢ that this my con-
fession will subject me to torments, but I hope to suffer
them with constancy for the love of my God, since 1
have committed no crime.”

The prefect commanded that he should be stretched
upon the rack and torn with irons; but having been in-
formed that the saint was a nobleman, he changed the
punishment, and had him beaten with scourges armed
with lead. “ We shall see,” said the prefect, “ whether
thou wilt speak with so much insolence during thy tor-
tures.,” The holy martyr replied : ** God would not be
pleased were I insolent; but by the grace of Jesus
Christ I shall remain faithful, nor will T cease, while I
have life, to publish his praises and to detest your su-
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perstitions.” Meanwhile Romanus suffered the torture
not only with patience but with joy, which caused
Asclepiades to burn with rage. In order to oblige the
saint to be silent, he would sometimes by gestures en-
courage the executioners, and at other times, in trans-
ports of anger, rise from his seat in order to intimidate
the martyr. He then commenced to speak in praise of
his gods, to whom, he said, Rome was indebted for her
acquisition of empire, and added, that it was his duty
to implore of them prosperity for the emperor, and to
take a bloody vengeance on those that rebel against
their authority., Romanus answered that he could not
invent a better prayer for the princes and the soldiers
than that they should all embrace the faith of Jesus
Christ ; adding, that he would never obey the emperor
in his persecution of the Christians.

Asclepiades became infuriated beyond measure at
these last words, and ordered that the martyr should be
stretched upon the rack, and his sides and breast torn
with iron hooks, until the bones and bowels should ap-
pear. But because the saint continued to despise these
tortures, and encouraged the bystanders to be regard-
less of all temporal punishments, the prefect com-
manded that his mouth and cheeks should be torn with
the same irons. But the saint thanked him, saying,
that he had thus opened more mouths to celebrate the
praises of Christ. Whereupon the judge threatened to
burn him alive for his obstinacy in preferring to the
ancient religion the novel doctrines of a crucified man.
Herefrom Romanus took occasion to celebrate the glories
of the Cross, explaining the holy mysteries which it in-
dicated, and concluded by saying, that as Asclepiades
did not understand these mysteries, he would give him
an irrefragable proof of them. “Let there be brought,”
said the saint, “a child of tender years, and let us learn
from him whether it be better to follow a religion which
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teaches a plurality of gods, or that which adores only
one.”

The prefect accepted the challenge, and the young
child, who had not been long weaned, was brought for-
ward, to whom Romanus said: “Which is better, my
child, to adore Jesus Christ ora plurality of gods?” The
boy replied that the true God could be only one, and
that a plurality of gods was inconceivable. The tyrant,
confused by this answer, turned to the child and said:
“Who has taught thee these things?” He replied:
“ My mother, who was herself taught by God.”" Ascle-
piades had the cruelty to have the child torn by force
from his mother’s embrace, scourged, and beheaded.
The Church celebrates the triumph of this infant
martyr, named Barulas, who was baptized in his own
blood on the 18th November. The good mother, who
was a Christian, having heard the sentence pronounced
against her child, carried him herself to the place of ex-
ecution, and without shedding a tear, kissed him and
gave him to the executioner, telling him to remember
her in heaven; she then held out her garment to receive
his head, which she brought home as a precious relic.

The inhuman Asclepiades, instead of being moved at
this miracle, which astonished all the bystanders, be-
came more infuriated and cruel: he caused St. Ro-
manus, whom he called * the author of so many evils,”
to be again put to the torture, and the fragments of

' A wonderful profession of faith, evidently inspired by Him who
said : ““ You shall be brought before governors, and before kings for
my sake, for a testimony to them and to the gentiles [of my divinity
and of the truth of my doctrine]. But when they shall deliver you up,
take no thought how or what to speak ; for it shall be given you in that
hour what to speak. For it is not you that speak, but the -Spirit of
yvour Father that speaketh in you” (Matt. x. 18). The Holy Church
is our mother according to faith, and it is God who has revealed to her
the truths that she teaches us.—Ebn.
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flesh which still remained on his body to be pulled off;
but the saint mocked the weakness of his executioners,
saying, that they did not know how to deprive him of
life. - The prefect having heard this, said: * Since thou
art so desirous of ending thy life, thou shalt soon be
satisfied ; fire shall quickly consume tliee to ashes.”
While the executioners were leading him forward, he
said to the judge: *‘ Perfidious man! I appeal to my
Saviour Jesus Christ from this thy cruel sentence.” The
saint said this to give the tyrant to understand that he
should one day render an account to the Supreme
Judge; but Asclepiades, notwithstanding, dictated the
final sentence, condemning the martyr to the flames.

Meanwhile the funeral pile on which he was about to
be burned was prepared, and while the executioners
were tying the saint to the stake he told them that he
knew that this sort of martyrdom was not destined for
him, and that another miracle would astonish them.
Even so it happened, for on a sudden it rained in such
torrents that the executioners were unablé to fire the
pile, though it was covered with oil and pitch. This
caused so great a murmur among the people, that a re-
port of the fact was sent to the emperor; and while
they were awaiting his decision the saint mocked his
executioners, saying, “ Where is now your fire?”

The emperor was inclined to release a man so evi-
dently protected by Ileaven, yet Asclepiades not only
dissuaded him, but even obtained an order that Ro-
manus should lose that tongue with which he had so blas-
phemed their gods. Having, therefore, proceeded to the
forum and summoned Romanus, he ordered a surgeon
called Aristones to pull out his tongue, whicli was
easily executed, as the saint presented it in such a man-
ner as enabled him to take it out by the root: a torrent
of blood followed, which covered his beard and breast.
It was a new miracle that Romanus could survive these
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barbarous torments; but it was a still greater prodigy
that the saint continued to speak. Eusebius writes'
that in his time there were many persons yet alive who
had witnessed this miracle.

Asclepiades, not content with what he had already
done, made another attempt upoh the constancy of the
saint, and caused an altar, with fire, incense, and the flesh
of animals, to be prepared. He then brought Romanus
forward, exhorted him to sacrifice, and concluded by
saying in derision: “I now give thee leave to speak.”
But the saint, raising his voice, replied that he should not
be surprised if words were never wanting to those who
preached Jesus Christ, to whom the laws of nature are
subject, and who consequently enabled him to speak
without a tongue. The tvrant, not knowing what to
say to this new prodigy, declared his suspicions that he
had been deceived by the surgeon, who instantly de-
manded an examination; whercupon the mouth of the
saint was found without a tongue! This miracle was
further tested by an experiment tried upon a criminal
‘who had been condemned to death. His tongue was
cut out, and he instantly expired.

St. Romanus was brought back to prison and detained
there for some months, during which time he ceased not
to preach the glories of Jesus Christ with even greater
energy and clearness than he had before been master of.
Upon the celebration of Diocletian’s birthday all the
prisoners were set at liberty except Romanus, who was
kept in prison, with his legs stretched in the stocks, as
far as the fifth hole, and was finally strangled upon the
17th November, in the year 303 Ile thus went to
heaven to receive the reward for all his sufferings. St.
John Chrysostom and other Fathers of the Church have
celebrated his martyrdom in great culogies.

Y De Resurr. 1. 2.
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CHAPTER XVI.

ST. CRISPINA.

December 5.

St. CrispiNa was held in high veneration all through
Africa, and is honored by St. Augustine in various parts
of his works, in which he speaks of her martyrdom.
She was a noble lady, very rich, and the mother of sev-
eral children. When she found herself in danger of los-
ing her children, her possessions, and her life, in the
persecution which was then raging, instead of being in-
timidated, she was filled with a holy joy, not unworthy
the Christian education which she had received from her
most tender years. Being arrested in her native city of
Thagara by order of the proconsul Anulinus, and
brought before his tribunal, he inquired of her whether
she was aware of the imperial edicts which commanded
that all persons should sacrifice to the gods of the empire.
She replied: “ I have never sacrificed, nor will I sacrifice
to any other than to one God, and to our Lord Jesus
Christ his Son, who was born and suffered for us.”

Anulinus then said: ‘“ Leave this thy superstition, and
adore the gods.”

“Every day,” said Crispina, “I adore my God, and
besides him I know of no others.”

“T perceive now,” said the judge, *“that thou art ob-
stinate, and dost contemn our gods: thou must be made
to experience the rigor of the laws.”

“1 shall suffer most willingly,” replied the saint,
“whatever may be exacted as the testimony of my
faith.”

“T will give thee to read,” said the proconsul, “the
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edict of the emperor, which it behooveth thee to ob-
serve,”

The saint replied: “I observe the commands of my
Lord Jesus Christ.”

Anulinus: “ But thou shalt lose thy head, unless thou
wilt observe the commands of the emperor, as they are
observed throughout Africa.”

Crispina: “No one shall oblige me to sacrifice to
demons: I sacrifice to the Lord only, who made heaven
and earth.”

Here the proconsul began to exhort her to obey the
edicts and to avoid the terrible consequences of the em-
peror’s wrath. The saint courageously replied: “I fear
not the anger of men; all they can do is nothing: I fear
only God who is in heaven; and I should be lost forever
were I to offend him by sacrilege.”

“Thou shalt not,” said the proconsul, *“be guilty of
that crime by obeying the princes and adoring the gods
of the Romans.” But Crispina, raising her voice, ex-
claimed: “ Wouldst thou then have me guilty of sacri-
lege before God, in order not to appear sacrilegious to
the eyesof men? It never shall be! God alone isgreat
and omnipotent, the Creator of all things; men are his
creatures; what, therefore, can they do?”

Anulinus, seeing that the saint continued firm in the
faith, after some other invectives and threats, ordered
that her head should be shaved, as a token of degrada-
tion, adding, that if she continued obstinate he would
condemn her toa most cruel death. The saint answered:
“I care not for the present life, and am only anxious
for the life of my soul. [ fear eternal torments only.”
“Instantly obey,” exclaimed the proconsul, “or your
head shall at once be struck off !” The saint meekly
answered: “I shall return thanks to my God, for mak-
ing me worthy of this blessed lot. God is with me, that
I may not consent to thy suggestions.”
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Here Anulinus exclaimed: “Why do we any longe:
bear with this impious woman?” Then, having caused
the process of her trial to be read over, pronounced the
final sentence, that Crispina should lose her head, for
obstinately refusing to sacrifice to the gods, in obedi-
ence to the edicts. Crispina, having heard the iniqui-
tous sentence, calmly and with holy joy said: “I return
thanks to Jesus Christ, and I bless the Lord who has
vouchsafed thus to deliver me from the hands of men.”
She consummated her martyrdom on the 5th December,
about the vear 3o4.

St. Augustine frequently proposed in his sermons the
example of this martyr. *“See,” says the holy Father,
* how St. Crispina despised all things, and life itself, for
the love of Jesus Christ. Rich and noble as she was,
she might have lived somewhat longer in the enjoyment
of earthly happiness; but she would not have obtained
everlasting life. Wisely, therefore, did she prefer to live
forever, than to prolong for a short while her temporal
existence.” !

CHAPTER XVII

ST. DIONYSIA, ST. MAJORICUS, HER SON, AND OTHER HOLY
MARTYRS OR CONFESSORS IN THE PERSECUTION RAISED
IN AFRICA BY THE VANDALS.

December 6 and 16.

Towarbps the close of the fifth century a most cruel
persecution was raised in Africa by Huneric, king of
the Vandals, with the object of obliging the Catholics
to follow the Arian heresy. This persecution is de-
scribed by St. Victor, Bishop of Vita,” who witnessed it

Y /n Ps, clvil 2 De Persecut. Afr. 1. s.
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and suffered from it. The tyrant, in the year 485, sent
emissaries throughout Africa, with orders to spare no
one who remained constant in the profession of the
Catholic faith; and in pursuance of these orders, racks,
gibbets, scourges, and torturing instruments were every-
where in requisition throughout the provinces.'

Among the many martyrs who, in this persecution,
sacrificed their lives, Dionysia, a lady of the city of Vita,
was conspicuous. The persecutors, seeing her more
animated than the rest, were preparing to strip her, in
order that she should be scourged with rods, when she
said: “I am willing to suffer; torture meas muchas you
please, but spare my modesty.” These words, however,
irritated the barbarians still more: they exposed her
naked in the public square, and rent her flesh with
scourges so cruelly, that the blood ran in streams down
her body. In the midst of these torments the saint ex-
claimed : “ Ministers of Satan! all that you do to dis-
honor me shall hereafter redound to my greater glory.”
Meanwhile she animated others to martyrdom, and her
example was the salvation of almost that entire city.

The saint had an only son, named Majoricus, of very
tender age, who trembled at the sight of her torments
but the pious mother, steadfastly looking at him, said :
“Remember, O my son! that we have been baptized :
let us not lose the unsullied robes of grace, that when
the Lord cometh to judge us, he may not say, ‘Cast
them into outer darkness.” My child! it is the torment
which never ends that we should fear, and the life which
never terminates that we ought to sigh for.” The
child was so strengthened by these words, that he en-
dured torments which terminated his life; when the
mother, embracing the dead body, ceased not to return
thanks to God for so great a mercy.

See chapters Ixxi, and Ixxv.
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The executioners next commenced to exercise their
cruelty upon Dativa, the sister of Dionysia; then upon
Leontia, Amilianus, Tertius, and Boniface, who were
torn until their bowels appeared; and they expired dur-
ing the torture.

St. Victor further relates the great torments to which
a citizen of Suburbis, called Servus, was put. He was
first scourged until his body was completely lacerated,
and then hoisted high in air with ropes, and let fall
with all his weight to the earth. After putting him
many times to this torture, they dragged him along the
streets, so that his flesh, being torn by the sharp stones,
hung down in pieces upon his belly, sides, and back;
but the holy martyr suffered all with joy, in testimony
of his faith.

In the city of Cucusa also there were many who laid
down their lives in the same cause ; among whom a lady
named Victoria deserves special mention. She was sus-
pended in the air, while a fire was kindled beneath to
roast her by slow degrees. While she was suffering this
exquisite torture, her husband, who had renounced the
faith, used all his endeavors to pervert her; and pre-
senting his children, said to her: “ Why, my wife, wilt
thou suffer such torture? Have pity at least upon these
children! Ah! do obey the commands of the king, and
console these children and me.”” But the servant of the
Lord closed her ears to these seducing words, and
turned her eyes from her children, that she might raise
her heart to God. The executioners seeing her shoul-
ders broken and her arms dislocated by being so long
suspended, thought her dead, and left her; but on
being taken down she related that a virgin had ap-
peared to her, and cured her by touching her limbs.

It is also recorded by St. Victor, that at Thipasa, in
Mauritania,' many Catholics used to perform their de-

1 Algiers.
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votions in a private liouse, to avoid communicating with
an Arian bishop who endeavored to pervert them ; but
the impious Arian wrote of the matter to Huneric, who
sent thither a command to amputate the right hands
and cut out the tongues of all these pious persons.
The barbarous order was executed ; but God enabled
them all to speak, notwithstanding the loss of their
tongues. St. Victor attests that these confessors of the
faith were able to speak when he wrote, which was
three or four years after the event; and there are other
authors who confirm the fact. Aneas of Gaza, a phi-
losopher of the Platonic school, assures us that he him-
self saw the persons and heard them speak; and that,
to be the more certain, he caused them to open their
mouths, and saw plainly that they wanted their tongues.
Procopius, also a4 contemporaneous writer, in the his-
tory of the Vandal war® affirms that many persons so
treated under Huneric were, notwithstanding, able to
speak. He makes special mention of some at Constanti-
“nople, two of whom, having miserably fallen into a cer-
tain sin, lost this miraculous gift of speech. Also Count
Marcellinus, in his chronicles, relates that Huneric or-
dered the tongue to be cut out from a certain Catholic
who had an impediment in his speech, and that he after-
wards spoke plainly, giving glory to God. This author
cites other cases which took place at Constantinople.
Finally, the Emperor Justinian, in publishing a certain
law, declares that he himself had heard some of these
persons speaking.’

This same holy bishop informs us, that among the
martyrs of Africa there were many holy virgins who

Y Theoplirastus.
P De Bello Vand. 1. i. c. 8. Anno 484.

3 We may recall to mind a similar miracle related above, in the mar-
tyrdom of St. Romanus, page 104.—ED.
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had consecrated their purity to Jesus Christ; but the
Arians, who, like the generality of heretics, are opposed
to virginity, regarding with envy the edification given
by these pious women, wrote calumnious letters to
Huneric concerning their conduct with their spiritual
directors, and obtained from that wicked king an order
that they should be put to torture until they should
confess those falsely alleged crimes. They were sus-
pended in air with great weights at their feet, and
burned with red-hot plates of iron. Many expired
under these torments, and those who survived remained
crippled and burn-marked for life. The martyrology
mentions these saints on the 6th of December.

But God did not long delay the punishment of the
wicked Huneric, who, as St. Victor relates, was eaten up
alive by worms, and died, tearing his own flesh through
despair,

CHAPTER XVIIIL

SS. PHILEAS, BISHOP OF THMUIS, AND PHILOROMUS, TRIBUNE.
February 4:

Awvoxg the many martyrs of Egypt and Thebais, SS.
Phileas and Philoromus attract particular attention, on
account of their exalted rank and the high estimation
in which, according to Eusebius, they were held in their
own country. They shed together their blood for the
faith, at Alexandria, between the years 306 and 312.

Phileas had discharged some of the first offices of
state, in the city of Thmuis, in Egvpt. He was a pagan
by birth, was married, and had some children, who
were still pagans when the saint laid down his life for
Christ. He was somewhat advanced in life when he
was converted, but the Lord filled him with such virtue,
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that he deserved to be appointed bishop of his native
place.' He was arrested during the persecution, and
was conducted to prison in Alexandria.

We have a letter written by him to his flock, while he
was in prison for the faith and about to consummate
his martyrdom, which shows his holy zeal and pastoral
solicitude. He there encourages the faithful to suffer
every torture for Jesus Christ rather than renounce the
faith ; adducing the examples of so many saintly heroes
who, having the eyes of their souls fixed on God, went
joyfully to encounter death, in the full confidence that
he would comfort his servants in the trial which would
enable them to obtain eternal life. He then exhorts
them to confide in the merits of Jesus Christ, and to
keep continually before their eyes his Passion and
death, as well as the eternal rewards which he promises
to those who will be constant in confessing him before
men.

A short time after the writing of this letter the mar-
tyrs were brought before Culcian, the governor of
Egypt, who exhorted them to have pity upon them-
selves, their wives and children, who, together with
many relatives and friends in Alexandria, had come to
dissuade them; but all their arts were incapable of
shaking the constancy of the martvrs. Phileas, stand-
ing upon the platform and being told by the governor
to enter into himselt and be wise, answered: “I have
never lost my judgment.” Culcian: * Then sacrifice to
the gods.” Phileas: “ 1 sacrifice to one only God, not
to many.”

!'In the primitive times, in which the Church was composed only of
converts, it was not unusual to see marricd men raised to the dignity of
the priesthood and even to that of the episcopate; but these were
obliged to live in perpetual continence. The ministers of the altar are
consecrated to God, and can no longer belong to any one except to
him.—Eb.

8
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“Thy conscience,” said the governor, “should make
thee sacrifice for the sake of thy wife and children.”
Phileas answered : “ Conscience obliges me to prefer
God to all things, since the Scripture saith that thou
shalt love thy God, who created thee, above all things.”
“Which God?” said Culcian. The saint stretching out
his hand to heaven, said: “ That God who created
heaven and earth, and endureth forever.”  Culcian
asked him: “ Was Christ God?” The saint replied:
“Yes, truly, for he hath raised the dead to life, and
worked many other miracles.” “ But how?” exclaimed
the governor; “was a god then crucified?” “Yes,” re-
plied Phileas, “he was crucified for our salvation, for
which he willingly suffered ignominy and death ; all his
sufferings had been foretold in the Holy Scriptures. If
any be desirous of further information, let them come
forward and they shall see the truth!”

The saint then told the governor that he was anxious
for him to execute his orders. ¢ Then,” said Culcian,
“thou art anxious to die without reason.” ¢ Not with-
out reason,” said Phileas, “but for God and for truth.”
“I would wish,” said the governor, “to save thee for
thy brother’s sake.”' But Phileas replied: “I beseech
thee to execute that which hath been commanded thee.”
Culcian said: “If I knew thee to be poor, T would not
desire to save tliee; but thou art possessed of great
wealth, and caust support many; sacrifice, therefore, and
live.” Phileasanswered: I will not sacrifice.” Culcian:
“ Dost thou not see thy wife, how piteously she looks at
thee ?” Phileas: * Jesus Christ, whom T serve, 1s our
Saviour; as he has called me, he can also call her to the
inheritance of his glory.”

The governor here offered him time to consider, but
the holy bishop said: “I have given all these points suf-

s

! This brother, says Alban Butler, was one of the judges.—ED.
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ficient consideration, and am determined to suffer for
Christ.” Hereupon his relatives cast themselves at his
feet, and besought him to have compassion upon his wife
and children; but the saint, raising his eyes to God, de-
clared that he should not think of any other relatives
than the saints in heaven.

Among the persons of distinction present at this
spectacle was Philoromus, a military tribune, who held
a very high office in the administration of justice. Hav-
ing listened to the wailings of the bishop’s relatives and
the exhortations of the governor, raising his voice he
exclaimed: * Why do you vainly endeavor to shake his
constancy? Why do you fatigue yourselves uselessly
with one whom vou see faithful to his God ? Do ve not
perceive that your entreaties and your tears are of no
avail? Tears shed from human motives cannot move
the soul of a Christian who has God before his eyes.”
The entire multitude, enraged at these words of Philoro-
mus, cried out that he should be condemned to the same
death as Phileas; whereupon the governor commanded
that they should be both beheaded.

As the entire crowd were proceeding, together with
the martyrs, to the place of execution, the bishop’s
brother said with a loud voice that Phileas had de-
manded an appeal. Calcian instantly called them back,
but Phileas said: “T have not demanded any appeal.
Give no ear to this wretched man. T am much beholden
to the judges who have made me a co-heir with Jesus
Christ.”

Having said this he moved forward to the place of
execution, where, having arrived together with his com-
panion, he raised his voice to the Christians and said:
“ My dear children, those of vou that seek God in truth
should be careful to abstain from sin, since the enemy
goeth about seeking whom he may devour. As vet we
have not suffered; we now commence to suffer, and to be
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truly disciples of Jesus Christ. Be ye attentive in the ob-
servance of his commandments, and continually invoke
the Creator of all things, to whom be glory forever!” At
the termination of this exhortation both martyrs were
beheaded. In this manner did these two heroes con-
summate their sacrifice.’

CHAPTER XIX.

© 8T. DIONYSIA, VIRGIN, WITH SS. ANDREW AND PAUL OF
LAMPSACUS.

May 15.

It is recorded by Fleury,® that in the third century, at
I.ampsacus, a city in Lesser Asia, there were presented
to Optimus, the proconsul, three Christians—Aundrew,
Paul, and Nichomacus.® Being asked to what country
they belonged, Nichomacus, first of all, raising his voice,
answered: “I am a Christian.” The proconsul having
repeated the question to the other two, theyalso replied:
“We likewise are Christians.”

Optimus then, turning to Nichomacus, ordered him to
sacrifice in obedience to the emperor; but he replied:
“Thou art already aware that a Christian cannot sacri-
fice to demons.” The proconsul had him tortured so
cruelly that he was about to expire, when, his courage
failing him, the wretched man exclaimed: “I am no
longer a Christian; I will willingly sacrifice to the gods.”
He was quickly withdrawn from the torture, but was

U Hist. eecles. 1. 6, n. 41.
2 Their Acts are found in the collections of Ruinart.
¢ As for St. Peter, who suffered with them, see Chapter XLVT,
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instantly possessed by a devil, and violently casting him-
self upon the earth, bit off his tongue and expired.

St. Dionysia, a young virgin only sixteen years of age,
having witnessed this spectacle and being deeply pene-
trated by the misfortune of Nichomacus, exclaimed:
“ O miserable wretch ! by not having suffered a moment
longer, thou hast condemned thyself to eternal pains!”
The proconsul hearing these words caused her to be
dragged from out the crowd and asked her if she were a
Christian. ** Yes,” she replied, “T am a Christian, and
therefore weep for that unhappy man, who, by suffering
a little more, might have earned heaven for himself,
whereas he will now weep for all eternitv.” The pro-
consul, enraged at these words, exclaimed: * Instantly
thou shalt sacrifice to our gods, or thou shalt be igno-
miniously treated and afterwards burned alive.” Dio-
nysia answered: “ My God is greater than thou, wherefore
I fear not thy threats; he will grant me strength to suffer
every torment for his love.” Optimus then delivered her
to two young libertines who brought her to a house; but
there appeared a youth surrounded with a supernatural
splendorwho was ready todefend her from insult, where-
upon the young men cast themselves at her feet and im-
plored her intercession in their behalf.

On the following morning the proconsul summoned
before him Andrew and Paul, who had been kept in
prison, and called upon them to sacrifice to Diana. They
both replied: *“ We know not Diana nor the other demons
whom you adore; we worship the only God.” At these
words the crowd of idolaters called upon the proconsul
to leave the execution of the two saints to themselves;
and he accordingly delivered them up to be stoned by the
multitude. The saints were tied and dragged by the
feet through the streets to the place of execution,

While they were being stoned, Dionysia escaped from
the guard and repairing to the place threw herself upon
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the martyrs exclaiming: * To live with you in heaven, I
will die with you upon earth.” The proconsul upon
hearing this ordered her head to be struck off; and this
was accordingly done.

CHAPTER XX

ST. FEBRONIA, VIRGIN.,

June 25.

During the persecution of Diocletian there existed
in the city of Sibapoli,’ in Syria, a celebrated nunnery,
containing upwards of fifty most exemplary religious.
The Superior, named Briena, was a lady of noble birth
and great virtue, and had with her a niece called Fe-
bronia, whom she had reared from her third to her nine-
teenth vear. She was exceedingly beautiful, and still
more adorned by the most exalted virtue; and the
pious aunt was so careful of her that she would not al-
low her to be seen by anybody.

Febronia, almost from her infancy, had dedicated her
virginity to Jesus Christ; and, having become a re-
ligious, led a life of the most perfect sanctity. She
fasted almost the entire year, her food being only bread
and roots, or lentils, and she sometimes passed two days
without any nutriment at all. She slept mostly upon a
narrow plank, and sometimes on the ground.

It was known that there was in the convent a voung
lady of extraordinary beauty and virtue, and many per-
sons were most anxious to see her and speak with her,
but in vain. A young widow, however, of very noble
family, called Ieria, who was as yet a catechumen, cast-
ing herself at the feet of the Superior, with many tears

! Or Nisibis, at present Nezib in Mesopotamia.
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sought, and finally obtained, an interview with Febronia;
the conversation so inflamed her with the love of God,
that she immediately received baptism, induced her
family to do the same, and reunouncing second nuptials,
dedicated herself exclusively to the service of God.

Some time after, it was reported that the emperor
Diocletian was about to send the prefect Lysimachus,
accompanied by his uncle Selenus, to Sibapoli, with
orders to exterminate the Christians.  This news spread
terror among the Christians; and the bishop, knowing
the danger in which the nuns would be placed, gave
them leave to depart from the convent, which thev could
not dp without shedding many tears. The Superior,
however, determined to await her crown in the convent;
and turning to her niece, she wept and said ‘ What
will become of thee, Febronia?” The young virgin re-
plied : “I shall stay here, my dear aunt; what better lot
could await me than to shed my blood for Jesus Christ!”

The prefect Lysimachus was inclined to show favor to
the Christians, on account of his mother, who was a true
believer. Hence Diocletian associated with him in the
proconsulate of the East his uncle Selenus, who was a
mortal enemy of the Christians, and gave the command
of the troops to Primus, with directions to obey the
orders of Selenus. The edicts of extermination were
first executed in Palmyra, to a horrible extent, the num-
ber of slaughtered Christians being innumerable.

The pagans called the attention of Selenus to the nun-
nery of Sebapoli, whither a company of soldiers was
forthwith despatched. Upon breaking open the gates
they were met by Febronia, who casting herself at their
feet, implored them to make her the first victim; but
the general, Primus, struck with her appearance, went
to Lysimachus. who was only twentyv years of age, and
informed him that he had found in the convent a lady
of rare beauty, and apparently of noble family, whom he
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could recommend to him for a wife, Meanwhile one of
the guard went to inform Selenus that Primus was en-
deavoring to have his nephew married to a Christian
virgin, whereupon the uncle ordered that Febronia
should be brought before him. The young lady was
accordingly laden with chains; some of the religious
wished to accompany her, but the soldiers refused, when
the pious aunt, taking leave of her, said: **Go, my child,
and show thyself a worthy spouse of Jesus Christ!”
Wilen Febronia was brought before Selenus, he asked
her whether she was free. ** No,” she replied, I am a
servant.”  Selenus: " Who is thy master?” Iebronia:
“Jesus Christ my Saviour and my God.” Hereupon,
Selenus began to represent to her the misfortune of hav-
ing been deceived by the Christian sect, and besought
her to awake from the delusion, and sacrifice to the gods,
who would prosper her; since she would thus contract
nuptials with his nephiew, Lysimachus, and become one
of the most distinguished ladies of the empire. The
saint, raising up her chains, said: “I beseech thee not to
deprive me of the most precious gems that I have ever
worn. As regards the nuptials, I am consecrated to God,
and cannot accept the sons of earth.—Then I am a
Christian, and how can I worship devils? Know that
for my faith I am willing to suffer all torments.”
Selenus, infuriated by this speech, ordered the saint
to be scourged, which torture was so cruelly inflicted
that her body might be said to be one wound; never-
theless, Febronia ceased not to bless the Lord. Selenus,
thinking that her prayers were intended to insult him,
ordered her to be roasted on a gridiron over a slow fire,
at which horrid spectacle even the pagans turned away,
while the saint continued to thank Jesus Christ, who
thus made her worthy to suffer for his sake. The tyrant,
not content with what she had as vet endured, caused
her teeth to be knocked out, and her breasts to be torn
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off; but seeing that all these tortures could not shake
the constancy of Febronia, he ordered her head to be
struck off; this completed her martyrdom, on the 25th
of June, about the beginning of the fourth century.

While Primus and Lysimachus were conversing about
the heroic conduct of the vouthful virgin, news was
brought them that Selenus, having been seized by a
sudden madness, had dashed out his brains. They pro-
ceeded to his apartments and found him dead, where-
upon Lysimachus ordered Primus to have the body of
St. Febronia laid in a rich coffin, and honorably buried.
This act of piety performed, Primus and Lysimachus
embraced the Christian faith. and their example was fol-
lowed by many others.'

CHAPTER XXI.
ST. ARCADIUS.

January 12.

ST. ARCADIUS was a native of Africa, and most proba-
bly suffered in Ceesarea,” the capital of Mauritania, A
furious persecution—during which the Christians were

! This history is related more at length by Father Marin (Vies des
Péres, 1. ix. ch. 1) after the Bollandists. He adds several interesting cir-
cumstances. God glorified St. Febronia after her death by many mira-
cles. Lysimachus and Primus were not only converted, but renounced
all worldly prospects and embraced the religious life. Moreover. leria
threw herself at the feet of the venerable Briena, and begged her to re-
ceive her into her community that she might occupy the place of Fe-
bronia; she also wished that her jewels should serve to adorn the coftin
of the glorious martyr.—ED.

* At present Cherchell, a small village in the province of Mascara, in
Algiers. The time in which St. Arcadius suffered is uncertain; accord-
ing to Alban Butler it was probably in the third century.—ED.
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cruelly dragged before the idols to sacrifice—was raging,
when Arcadius withdrew to a solitary place, where he
employed his time in fasting and in prayer. Meanwhile,
as he appeared not at the public sacrifices, soldiers were
despatched to surprise him in his house, but not finding
him, they arrested one of his relatives, in order to make
him discover the retreat of his kinsman.

Arcadius was unwilling that another should suffer on
his account, and presented himself to the governor, say-
ing that his relative might be discharged, as he had
come to answer for himself. The governor replied that
he also might depart unhurt if he would sacrifice to the
gods. The saint courageously answered: *“Thou art
deceived if thou believest that threats of death can affright
the servants of God. They say with St. Paul,  To me
to live is Christ, and to die is gain’ [Philipp. i. 21]. In-
vent, therefore, what tortures thou canst, we shall never
be separated from our God.”

Hereupon the tyrant, full of wrath, and thinking the
usual tortures too light for Arcadius, ordered that joint
by joint should be chopped off the saint’s body, begin-
ning with his toes. The barbarous butchery was in-
stantly executed, during which the holy martyr ceased
not to bless the Lord. After his body had been reduced
to a mere trunk, calmly surveying his mangled limbs
scattered around him, he exclaimed: “ Oh, happy mem-
bers that have served to manifest the glory of God! now
that T behold you separated from my body, you are
dearer to me than ever. I now know that I belong to
Jesus Christ, as I have always desired.”

Then turning to those present, who were idolaters, he
said: “Know ye that all these sufferings are easily over-
come by those who continually keep before th-ir eves
the eternal life that God bestows upon his servants.
Adore the true God, who consoles me in these tortures;
and abandon the worship of your false gods, who cannot
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assist you in your need. He who dies for the true God
acquires life everlasting. Behold, for having suffered
these torments, I go to live with him eternally, without
the fear of ever losing him.” Having finished his dis-
course, he placidly gave his soul to his Redeemer, on the
12th of January.

This martyrdom filled the idolaters with confusion,
and inspired the Christians with a great desire of laying
down their lives for Jesus Christ. They afterwards col-
lected the scattered limbs of the martyr, and gave them
honorable burial.

CHAPTER XXIL

ST. JUSTIN, THE PHILOSOPHER.
April 13, and among the Greeks, June 1 or 12.

St. JusTIN was one of those glorious saints that have
illustrated the Church of Christ by their extraordinary
learning, as well as by their eminent virtues. He wrote
in defence of Catholic truth against pagans, Jews, and
heretics, and presented to the emperors and Roman
senate two famous ‘ Apologies,” wherein he vindicates
the innocence of the Christians, and proves that the
crimes imputed to them weré mere calumnies of the
pagans. By the sanctity of his life, and the zeal and
energy of his preaching, he converted many infidels, and
finally terminated his brilliant career by a glorious mar-
tyrdom.

St. Justin was born about the beginning of the second
century at Neapolis,’ the capital of Samaria, of Greek

! The ancient Sichem, now called Naplous.—It is in reference to the
place of his birth, and not in allusion to his religious principles, that
St. Epiphanius calls our saint a Samaritan, for St. Justin himself de-
clares that he had been a Gentile previously to his conversion,
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parents, who were idolaters. Having gone through the
usual elementary course of studies, he found himself in-
spired with a great desire to know something concern-
ing the Great Cause, or Creator of all. Having in vain
sought for truth among the Stoics, Peripatetics, Pythag-
oreans, and those of the Platonic school, God was
pleased to satisfy his yearnings after a wonderful man-
ner. Having wandered one day into a solitary place in
order that he might with more quietude enjoy his medi-
tations, he met with an old man of very venerable ap-
pearance, who told him that if he wished to arrive at the
knowledge of the true God, he should leave the study of
philosophy, and begin to read the Prophets, who in
their writings had manifested to man the mysteries of
God, and announced Jesus Christ his Son, through whom
alone we can arrive at the knowledge of the true God.
“ But,” continued this venerable personage, ‘“above all
things, pray to the Lord to illuminate thy mind; because
these things are not to be understood except by those
unto whom God hath given the knowledge of them.”
Having pronounced these words, he disappeared.

After this interview, Justin applied himself continu-
ally to the reading of the Holy Scriptures, from which
he derived that blessed knowledge which made him em-
brace the faith and receive the sacrament of regenera-
tion about the year 133, being then about thirty years
of age. The constancy and fortitude of the martyrs, in
suffering tortures, and laying down their lives for Jesus
Christ, as he himself confesses, contributed much to his
conversion, from which time he dedicated himself en-
tirely to the love of Jesus Christ, and the advancement
of his religion. To this end he received the holy order
of priesthood," and exerted himself continually in the

! The clerical character of St. Justin is by no means an uncontro-
verted point. The silence of the ancient authors with regard to his or-
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conversion of infidels and heretics, as considering him-
self called by God to the defence of his Church. HHence
he used to say: “Since I have obtained from God the
grace to understand the Scriptures, I labor to make them
understood by others also, lest my neglect should be
punished at the tribunal of God.” And again: “I am
determined to manifest the truth, althongh I should be
cut to pieces.”

Having proceeded to Rome, he instructed many in the
doctrines of the Christian faith; and there about the
year 150 composed and presented to the Emperor An-
toninus Pius, and to the Roman senate, his first *“ Apolo-
gy,” wherein he demonstrates the truth of the doctrines,
and the sanctity of life, which the Christians professed.
He adds, that many of them had lived in a state of invi-
olate purity for sixty or seventy years; and that Chris-
tians are so enamoured of this angelic virtue, that they
either live in perpetual continency, or embrace the mar-
ried state for the holy purpose of training children in
the love and service of God; their desires being placed
in the joys of eternal life, which they expect through the
death of Jesus Christ.

In testimony of the truth of the Christian faith,he brings
forward the fulfilment of the prophecies, which had beer
preserved by the Jews, the avowed enemies of the Chris-
tians. ‘““ We have seen,” says the saint, “those prophe-

dination has induced some to consider him a layman, as they think
that so important a circumstance, had it taken place, could not have
been omitted by early writers. Yet this, after all, is but a negative ar-
gument; and the other opinion, although founded only upon inference,
seems more probable. His preaching, teaching, catechizing, etc., would
proclaim him a deacon, at least; and it is hard to believe that if such a
person at all entered the clerical state the Church would have failed to
promote him to the priesthood. The circumstantial evidence in favor
of his ordination has been sufficient to convince Tillemont and others.—

Eb,
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cies fulfilled in our own days, by the birth of Jesus
Christ from a virgin; by his preaching and miracles; by
his Passion, resurrection, and ascensiou into heaven:
by the reprobation of the Jews and the destruction of
Jerusalem; by the conversion of the Gentiles, and the
establishment of the Church thiroughout the entire world!
These prophecies, so perfectly fulfilled, must convince
us that Jesus Christ is truly the Son of God, who shall
come one day to judge mankind, as hath been foretold,
and as we believe.”

The Church in those days kept concealed from the un-
initiated the celebration of the most holy mysteries; but
St. Justin thought it necessary to explain them, in order
to contradict the infamous calumnies of secret lewdness
and infanticide, which were being circulated against the
Christians.  Wherefore having explained the sacred
ceremonies of baptism, he proceeds to speak of the
Eucharist in the following terms: “ He that presides in
the assembly is presented with bread and a chalice of
wine, with water; whereupon, in the name of the Son
and the Holy Ghost, he renders glory to the Father.
And by these gifts doth he make thanksgiving, which all
the faithful confirm by the word ‘Amen.” The prayers,
praises, and thanksgiving being terminated, the deacons
take of the bread and the wine, mixed with water, over
which all these holy prayers have been recited, and hav-
ing distributed tlhiem among those present, they carry
some to the absent also.” This food is by us called

! The deacons of the ancient Church frequently carried the Eucharist
to the Christians who were in prison for the faith, or otherwise unavoid-
ably absent; and sometimes even administered it in the assemblies of
the faithful, as these words of St. Justin are frequently cited to prove.
They did not, however, discharge this duty by virtue of their office, but
merely by the delegated power given them by their Superiors. ‘The
circumstances of the Church, during the persecutions, rendered this
discipline necessary, and an instance is recorded by Eusebius (Z74. 6,
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Eucharist; of which no one can partake who believeth
not our doctrines, and who hath not been cleansed from
sin in the laver of regeneration. This is not common
food or drink; but as Jesus Christ our Saviour was, for
our redemption, by virtue of the divine word, composed
of flesh and blood; so we are aware that, by virtue of
the prayer containing his divine words, the food by
which we are nourished is the flesh and blood of the
WorD IncarRNATE.” Thus we see that the present doc-
trine of the Catholic Church is that which was believed
and practised in the apostolic times, in which our saint
flourished.

St. Justin proceeds to describe the meetings of the
faithful: “Upon the first day of the week, a general
meeting takes place, when, as time permits, the prophe-
cies, and writings of the apostles, are read. The read-
ing being terminated by the Lector, he who presides
makes an exhortation, to excite the people to the imita-
tion of worthy actions. We then all rise, and place our-
selves in prayer, which being finished, bread and wine
with water are prepared, over which the bishop or priest
recites the prayers and thanksgiving, the people answer
Amen; and, finally, the distribution of the holy gifts is
made by the deacons. The richer sort make a liberal
collection, which by the president is distributed to
widows and orphauns, to the sick and those in prison, to
pilgrims or other persons in need. The reason why we
meet on Sunday is, because it was the day upon which
God began the creation of the world; and upon which
Jesus Christ arose from the dead.”

It is believed that, although this “Apology” of St.
Justin did not cause the persecution to cease, it made a

Histor. cap. xxxvi.) of even a layman having been sent with the Viati-
cum to a dying person. Vasquez ([Disp. 219, cap. 1) shows that this
practice was not contrary to the divine institution of the Eucharist.—ED.
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favorable impression on the Emperor Antoninus Pius,
as is inferred from his letter, written to the cities of
Asia Minor, in favor of the Christians, and recorded by
Eusebius.

Our saint composed other works in defence of Catho-
lic doctrine, against the Marcionites and Valentinians;*
and also his Dialogue with Trypho,” against the perti-
nacity of the Jews. Marcus Aurelius having succeeded
Antoninus Pius in the empire, the persecution was re-
newed; and one Crescens, who, although styling himself
a Cynic philosopher, was in reality a very shallow fellow,
took occasion to exclaim loudly against the Christians,
St. Justin, in public dispute, frequently convicted him of
the most violent malice, and the greatest possible igno-
rance of the doctrine and practices of the Christians, and
was induced to publish, and present to the emperor, his
second “Apology,” in which he defends his religion
against the calumnies of Crescens and others.

! The followers of Marcion and Valentinus.—Marcion, having been
excommunicated for a crime of incontinency, committed under very ag-
gravating circumstances, professed himself a Stoic philosopher, turned
heresiarch, and taught the existence of two gods, or first principles.
Valentinus fell away from the faith, as Tertullian (Zib. cont. Valent.
cap. §) relates, in consequence of his pride and jealousy, because an-
other person was preferred to him, in the election of a bishop. The
errors of this heresiarch were most ridiculous: he taught the existence
of an eternal and invisible God, called Bathos, who, being married to a
divinity styled Ennoia, produced thirty inferior deities, whom he de-
nominated £ones. Pope St. Anicetus was most vigilant in protecting
the faithful from the artifices of these heretics, and their errors were
ably refuted by St. Irenezus, Tertullian, and others.—Eb.

? A learned Jew who, being obliged to fly from his country, retired
to Greece and spent a considerable time in the study of philosophy,
principally at Corinth. He introduced himself to St. Justin, who con-
tinued to wear the philosopher’s cloak after his conversion, on one of
the public walks, and spoke of the excellence of philosophy. This con-
versation, which forms the substance of the book referred to in the text,
is given at some length by Fleury.—Z/ist. Ecc. tom. 1, livre 3, mem. iii.
in fine,—ED.
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In showing that Christians had been unjustly put to
death, he relates that a married couple had both been
guilty of incontinency; the woman, having been con-
verted to the Christian religion, used all her endeavors
to withdraw her husband from his shameful practices;
but he, instead of amending, accused her and one
Ptolemy, who had been the means of her conversion, of
being Christians. The prefect, Urbicus, sentenced them
to death; whereupon a certain Christian, named Lucius,
exclaimed: “With what conscience, O Urbicus! dost
thou condemn a man who hath been guilty of no crime ?”
Lucius, together with another Christian, received a sim-
-ilar sentence.

A very short time after the publication of this dis-
course St. Justin was apprehended, together with six
other Christians of his acquaintance,’ and brought be-
fore Rusticus, the Prefect of Rome, who exhorted him
to obey the imperial edicts. The saint replied: “No
one can be reproved or condemned for obeying the
precepts of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.”

The prefect asked him what kind of learning he pro-
fessed. Justin answered that he had learned the doc-
trines of various sects, and had finally embraced Chris-
tianity, although it was despised by those who were led
away by errors and false opinions. “ Unhappy wretch!”
exclaimed the prefect, “dost thou then delight in this
discipline ?’  Justin: “Yes, because it teaches me the
true doctrine.” Rusticus: “Which is this doctrine ?”
Justin: “The true doctrine which we profess is, to be-
lieve in one only God, the Creator of all things, visible
and invisible, and to confess Jesus Christ, the Son of
God, the foretold by the Prophets, the preacher of sal-
vation unto men, and the Master of those who happily
observe the divine precepts. But neither have I a

! These were Chariton, Evelpiste, Hierax, Peon, Liberianus, and a
woman named Charitana.-—En.

9
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tongue to express nor a mind to conceive anything
worthy of his infinite dignity;—to do so, I would need
the mind and the spirit of the prophets, who, inspired
by God, foretold his coming.”

The prefect asked him where the Christians were in
the habit of assembling. Justin replied: “ Where they
please, and where they can. Dost thou imagine, per-
chance, that we all assemble in the same place? The
God of the Christians is not confined to a place; he is
invisible, and fills both heaven and earth; and is every-
where adored and praised by the faithful.” ¢ But I wish
to know,” rejoined Rusticus, “ where thou and thy dis-
* The saint answered: “As for myself,
I dwell at the Timothean baths: this is the second time
I have come to Rome, and I am scarcely acquainted with
any other place in the city; if any one should wish to
seek me, I am ready to communicate to him the doc-
trines of truth.” Rusticus: “Thou art then a Christian ?”
Justin: “So it is: I am a Christian.”

The prefect then turned to St. Justin’s companions,
and interrogated them, one after the other, concerning
their faith, They all confessed themselves Christians,
and manifested a desire to die for Jesus Christ. Rusti-
cus then said to Justin: * Tell me, thou who dost believe
that thou hast the true wisdom, whether thou art per-
suaded that thou shalt ascend into heaven, after I shall
have caused thee to be scourged and beheaded.” The
saint replied: “If T shall suffer these punishments, I
hope to receive the reward which is prepared for those
who observe the commandments of Christ.” The pre-
fect asked: “ Dost thou, then, really imagine that thou
shalt ascend into heaven ;” “This I do not only imagine,
but I know it,” replied the caint, “and am so fully as-
sured of it, that I entertain no doubt whatever.”

Finally, the prefect, turning to all those confessors of
Jesus Christ, said to them: “ Go ve together, and unani-

ciples assemble.’
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mously sacrifice to the gods.” Justin, answering for all,
replied: “No man in his senses could abandon religion
to become a participator in impiety.” The prefect
hereupon threatened that their non-compliance would
be followed by the most unrelenting tortures. Justin
said: “There is nothing which we more earnestly desire
than to endure torments for the love of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and thus attain unto salvation; for this it is that
will enable us to present ourselves with confidence at
the tribunal of that Judge before whom all the world
must necessarily appear.” To this the other martyrs
assented, adding: “Do quickly what thou art about.
We are Christians, and will never sacrifice to 1dols.”

The prefect then pronounced against them the follow-
ing sentence: “ Those who have not wished to sacrifice
to the gods, nor obey the edict of the emperor, shall
first be scourged, and afterwards beheaded, in pursu-
ance of the law.” The martyrs were forthwith led to
the place of execution, where the sentence being carried
_into effect, they received the glorious crown of martyr-
dom, in the vear 167, or the following. Their bodies
were privately carried away by the Christians, who gave
them honorable interment.

The Acts of these martyrs are found in Ruinart and
Tillemont.

CHAPTER XXIIIL
ST. AGATHA, VIRGIN,
February 5.

THis holy virgin and martyr is held in great venera-
tion by the Greek as well as the IL.atin Church; and al-
though her original Acts have not been preserved, many
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well-authenticated facts concerning her martyrdom are
found in the Bollandists, Surius, and others. She was
a native of Sicily, and descended of a noble and opulent
family. These circumstances, added to her extraordinary
beauty, inflamed Quintianus, a man of consular dignity,
with such love of her, that he resolved to compel her to
become his wife., The edicts of the emperor Decius
against the Christians having been published, he ordered
Agatha to be arrested as a Christian, and conducted to
Catania, where he then resided.

The holy virgin having heard the proclamation
against the Christians, retired to a solitary place in or-
der to avoid the snares of Quintianus, concerning which
she had received some intimation. The emissaries of
the governor, however, discovered her place of conceal-
ment, and after having been arrested, she prayed after
the following manner: “O Jesus Christ, Lord of all
things, Thou seest my heart, and knowest my desire,
which is to possess only Thee, since I have consecrated
myself entirely to Thee. Preserve me, dear Lord, from
this tyrant, and enable me to overcome the devil, who
layeth snares for my soul.”

When the saint appeared before Quintianus, in order
the more easily to overcome her modesty, he gave her
up to Aphrodisia, an abominable woman, who, together
with ber daughters, publicly professed immodesty. In
her iefamous house the saint suffered greater torture
thar the darkest and most fetid dungeon could afford.
All the arts of Aphrodisia and her partners in crime
were unceasingly applied, in order to induce the saint
to comply with the wishes of Quintianus; but Agatha,
who from her infancy had been consecrated to Jesus
Christ, was enabled by his divine grace to overcome all
their attempts.

Quintianus, having been informed that the efforts of
Aphredisia for an entire month had been employed in
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vain, commanded that the saint should be again brought
before him. He upbraided her, that, being a free wom-
an and noble, she had allowed herself to be seduced
into the humble servitude of the Christians. The holy
virgin courageously confessed that she was a Christian,
and that she knew of no nobility more illustrious, nor
liberty more real, than to be a servant of Jesus Christ.
In order to give the governor to understand how infa-
mous were the deities which he adored and desired her to
worship, she asked whether he would wish that his wife
should be a prostitute, like Venus, or that he himself
should be considered an incestuous adulterer like Jupi-
ter. Quintianus, irritated at her rebuke, commanded
her to be buffeted and led to prison. The following day
she was again summoned, and asked whether she had
resolved to save her life. She replied: “God is my life
and my salvation.” The governor then put her to the
torture; but perceiving how little it affected her, he
commanded her breasts to be lacerated, and afterwards
-cut off, which was executed with barbarous cruelty.
Quintianus then remanded the saint to prison, com-
manding that her wounds should be left undressed, in
order that she might expire under the torture. But at
midnight St. Peter appeared to her in a vision, perfectly
cured her wounds, and freed her from all pain: during the
entire of that night there appeared in the interior of the
prison so resplendent a light that the guards fled in ter-
ror, leaving the door of her dungeon open, so that she
could have escaped, as the other prisoners advised her,
but that she was unwilling, as she said, to lose by flight
the crown which was being prepared for her in heaven.
Quintianus, nothing moved by her miraculous cure,
but on the contrary more irritated, after four days de-
vised new torments for the saint. He commanded that
she should be rolled over broken tiles, mixed with burn-
ing coals; but she endured all with constancy; and while
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the tyrant was planning fresh torments, the saint, per-
ceiving that her life was drawing to a close, made the
following prayer: “ QO Lord, my Creator, who hast pre-
served me from my infancy, hast given me strength to
overcome these torments, and hast taken from me the
love of the world, receive now my soul. It is time that
I should at last pass from this miserable life to the fru-
ition of Thy glory.” Just as she had finished these
words, she tranquilly expired, and went to be united to
God, to praise him and love him forever. This hap-
pened in 251. Her name is mentioned in the Canon of
the Mass.

CHAPTER XXIV.

ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM, ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE;
ST. TYGRIUS, PRIEST; AND ST, EUTROPIUS, LECTOR.

January 27 and 12.

ALTHOUGH this great saint did not actually die for the
faith by the hand of the executioner, yet he may be
styled a martyr, as he died of the maltreatment which
he received for defending God’s honor and the rights of
the Church.

St. John was born at Antioch, about the year 347, and
was descended of one of the most illustrious families of
that city.’ His mother, being left a widow at the early

! His father, whose name was Secundus, was master of the horse,
that is, chief commander of the imperial troops in Syria. His mother
was Anthusa, and she had two children, one of whom was a daughter.
Anthusa did not wish to marry again, in order to devote herself entirely
to the welfare of her children: she herself took care to instil into them
the first principles of Christianity. ‘‘ Never,” says Alban Butler, *‘ was
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age of twenty years, took particular care in the education
of her child, and placed him under the most eminent mas-
ters, to study rhetoric and philosophy. It was expected
that the pious youth would attain to great worldly for-
tune; but he, from his twentieth year, applied himself to
the study of the sacred Scriptures and to prayer, and
dedicated himself entirely to the service of his crucified
Lord. Whereupon St. Meletius, his bishop, took a great
liking to him, and having instructed him for three years,
made him Lector of his own church.

Although during his stay in Antioch he led a very re-
tired and mortified life, he bethought him of the advan-
tages of a still more solitary and austere state; and con-
sequently retired to a cave, where he passed some years
in continual prayver and penitential practices, which
were so severe as to injure his health. He was there-
fore obliged to return to Antioch, where he was ordained
deacon by St. Meletius, whose successor, Flavianus, con-
ferred upon him the holy order of priesthood five years
afterwards, and in consequence of his great eloquence,
appointed him preacher of that church. This office he
discharged so well, that publié demonstrations of ap-
probation were frequently made, against which the saint
protested, saying: “ What good can these your applauses
do me? That only which I desire is, that you practise
what I preach; this to me will be the most acceptable
applause.” ,

Nectarius, Patriarch of Constantinople, died in the
year 397; and as the name of our saint had obtained
great celebrity throughout the entire province, the Em-
peror Arcadius, the clergy, and people, agreed in having

a woman more worthy of bearing the name of mother.” The pagans
themselves could not help admiring her virtues; and a celebrated phi-
losopher cried out while speaking of her: ‘‘ What wonderful women
have the Christians!”"—ED.
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him promoted to that see. The emperor accordingly
summoned him to Constantinople, and without making
known to him his design, took him into his carriage, and
brought him to a church outside the city, where, not-
withstanding his reluctance, he was consecrated by the
bishops previously assembled.

The see of Constantinople had unfortunately been
governed for sixteen years by Nectarius,” a man with-
out learning or zeal; so that this great city, containing as
it did so many strangers and heretics, required a thorough
reform. Tothis St. John Chryvsostom gave his entire atten-
tion. With an untiring and holy zeal he labored for the
reformation of his clergy, and endeavored to suppress
the avarice and haughtiness of the emperor’s court; this
made for him many enemies.

It happened that there arrived at Constantinople some
monks, who had been expelled from Egypt by Theophi-
tus, Bishop of Alexandria, under the pretext of Origen-
ism; but St. John being satisfied of their innocence, wrote
to Theophilus in their favor, beseeching him not to dis-

! He was born at Tharsus, of a patrician family, and had been for
some time Pretor of Constantinople. After the cabal which obliged St.
Gregory Nazianzen to retire from that see, he was appointed to it, al-
though at the time advanced in years, and not only a layman, but 2
catechumen, and one, moreover, whose conduct had been irregular.
The circumstances that led to his appointment are rather curious, and
are given at length by TFleury (Aist. tom. iv. liv. 18, num. v.). Hav-
ing made a complimentary visit to Diodore, Bishop of Tharsus, this
prelate was so taken with his venerable appearance, his majestic mien
and the amiability and blandness of his deportment, that he repre-
sented him to Flavianus, Bishop of Antioch, as a fit person to occupy
the vacant See of Constantinople. Flavianus, knowing that many emi-
nent persons were being presented, laughed at the proposal; but wish-
ing to please his friend, placed the name of Nectarius at the end of the
list of candidates, which he presented to the Emperor Theodosius. The
emperor used all his influence to have him appointed. and finally suc-
ceeded in obtaining his confirmation from the Pope.—ED.



CHAP, XXIV ] St. Fohn Chrysostom. 137

turb them. He, however, being a haughty and vindic-
tive man, succeeded in raising a persecution against the
saint for protecting the monks. The emperor indeed
summoned Theophilus to Constantinople, to account for
his conduct; but he easily gained over to his side the
nobles, bishops, and clergy, who were opposed to St.
Chrysostom. DBut the greatest acquisition to his party
was the Empress Eudoxia, who bore a mortal enmity to
our saint, on account of having been rebuked by him for
her avaricious rapacity in depriving Callitropa of her
money and another widow of her land. Backed by
this party, Theophilus was enabled to get together a
cabal of thirty-six bishops, who from the place where
they met styled themselves the Syuod of the Oak, and
having drawn up some false accusations, deposed St.
John from his bishopric, and obtained from the emperor
a decree for his banishment.

The people, hearing of the decree, surrounded the
church to defend their bishop; but St. John, to avoid a
sedition, escaped through a private door, and surren-
dered himself to the guards, who brought him to Bithyn-
ia. On the night of the following day Constantinople
was shaken with an earthquake, which was regarded as
a sign of God’s displeasure by all, not excepting Eudoxia,
who in the greatest consternation besought the emperor
to recall the holy bishop. The entire population went
out to meet him, chanting hymns, and bearing lighted
torches in their hands, and having arrived at the cathe-
dral, obliged him to seat himself upon the episcopal
throne.

Theophilus and his party having fled from Constanti-
nople, the saint resumed the discharge of his pastoral
duties, and was’ treating with the emperor about the
convocation of a council to vindicate his innocence, when
a new accident totally changed the aspect of his affairs.
In the square before the great church of St. Sophia a
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silver statue had been erected to the empress, where
dances and public games were performed, which dis-
turbed the sacred offices of the church. The saint
strongly rebuked the people for this irreverence; but his
zeal only infuriated the Empress Eudoxia, who to satisfy
ler revenge availed herself of the enmity which The-
ophilus and other bishops bore our saint. They formed
a second cabal, in which they condemned and deposed
St. Clirysostom, under pretext that he had reassumed
the episcopal function, without having justified himself
in synod.

In pursuance of this most iniquitous deposition, an
order came from the emperor that he should not enter
his church, and he accordingly departed from the city.
As this happened upon Holy Saturday, the saint retired
to a country chapel, in order to celebrate the sacred
offices; but his enemies obtained a troop of four hundred
soldiers, and entered the church, where baptism was be-
ing administered, wounded some of the priests, and in-
jured some of the children who were about being bap-
tized. Their sacrilegious impiety went so far as to
trample on the Blessed Sacrament! Such, in fine, was
the uproar, that many of the people ran, in consterna-
tion, to hide themselves in the woods and valleys.

Although the Emperor Arcadius had no personal ea-
mity to St. John, he was induced by the importunity of
his wife and the hostile bishops to send him into ban-
ishment. The saint having received the order, took
leave of the bishops who were his friends, and departing
through a private door, delivered himself to the soldiers
who obliged him to travel day and night, until they ar-
rived at Cucusus, a small city of Armenia, the place of
his banishment; the journey lasted seventy days, during
thirty of which the saint suffered from a tertian fever.

When they arrived at Cucusus, the bishop of that
place received St. John in his house, who thus found
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some repose after so much suffering. The saint here
did not remain idle, but employed himself, as much as
possible, in instructing the people and relieving the poor.
He also wrote many letters to console his friends, and to
assist the churches which had been lately founded in
Persia and Pheenicia.

Meanwhile, Pope Innocent I. having been informed of
the injustice done St. John, did all in his power to as-
semble a synod where the innocence of the saint would
be definitely declared. But his enemies labored suc-
cessfully to prevent its celebration, and jealous of the
fame he was acquiring in his first place of exile, pre-
vailed upon Arcadius to banish him to Pytius, a small
town on the borders of the empire. St. John was ac-
cordingly consigned to two officers, one of whom was a
most brutal man; and having been instigated by the
enemies of the saint to cause his death by maltreatment
on the road, he obliged him to travel in the most violent
rains and amid scorching heats, not allowing him to rest

“in any town, but halting at obscure villages, where no
accommodation could be tfound.

When they arrived at Comana, in Pontus, the inhu-
man officer obliged him to continue his journey five or
six miles to the church where St. Basiliscus, Martyr and
Bishop of Comana, had been buried; they lodged in a
house contiguous to the church, and in the night the
holy martyr appeared to St. John, and exhorted him to
have courage, adding: “ To-morrow we shall be to-
gether.” St. Chrysostom, knowing thus that the ter-
mination of his sufferings was at hand, besought the
soldiers to defer their departure till the morrow: this he
could not obtain; but they had travelled only a few
miles when, seeing the saint about to expire, they re-
turned to the same house. St. Chrysostom then changed
his dress, putting on a white robe; he received the holy
Viaticum, and poured forth his last prayer, which he
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concluded with an expression he was constantly in the
habit of using: “ Glory be to God for all things.” Hav-
ing said “Amen,” he gave up his soul to God, on the
14th September in the year 407, being about sixty years
of age, and having been bishop nine years and almost
seven months, A great concourse of monks and per-
sons of rank came from the neighboring provinces to
celebrate his funeral. God did not delay the punish-
ment of his enemies, and especially of Eudoxia, who
died a few days afterwards. She was soon followed by
Arcadius, who expired in his thirty-first year; and these
deaths have generally been considered the effects of
divine wrath,

But the persecution against the followers of St. John
Chrysostom did not end with his death. Tygrius, a
priest, and Eutropius, a lector, were particular objects
of vengeance; because, after his second departure from
Constantinople, the great church of St. Sophia and the
senate-house were burned down, and these two ecclesi-
astics were accused of having done so maliciously. Op-
tatus, an impious pagan, was governor of the city, and
he first put Eutropius, as being the younger, to torture,
in order that he might reveal the authors of the fire; but
Eutropius suffered himself to be torn with iron hooks
and burned with torches rather than falsely accuse any
person. Palladius’ writes, that in these tortures he ex-
pired. Optatus then caused Tygrius to be scourged,
and stretched upon the rack until his bones were dislo-
cated, and finally banished him to Mesopotamia, where
he died. The Church honors both of these saints with
the title of martyr.”

In the year 428, the honors of a saint were first given
to St. John Chrysostom, and the archbishop, St. Procu-

! This writer attributes the fire to the divine displeasure at the saint’s
banishment.—Dzalog. c. 20.
? They are mentioned in the Roman Martyrology on the 12th January.
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lus, afterwards persuaded the emperor, Theodosius the
younger, to bring the saint’s body from Comana to Con-
stantinople ; the translation of the sacred relics was per-
formed with the utmost pomp, the entire population
going forth to join in the procession. The arm of the
sea over which they passed was covered with barges,
and illuminated with torches. When the sacred relics
arrived, the Emperor Theodosius, his eyes bathed in
tears and fixed upon the coffin, humbly asked pardon of
the saint for the injustice done him by his parents.
This translation took place on the 28th of January, in
the year 438, thirty-one years after the saint’s death.’

CHAPTER XXV.
ST. PIONIUS, PRIEST,
February 1.

St. PioN1us was a priest of the church of Smyrna; he
was exceedingly learned, and inflamed with the love of
Jesus Christ, and a zeal for the counversion of souls,
which was successfully exercised in the conversion of
many infidels and abandoned sinners.

In his time, that is, about the year 250, the persecution
of Decius was raging, and the saint by continual prayer
prepared himself for martyrdom, in case such should be
his lot. One day, as he was engaged in prayer with
Asclepiades and Sabina, two pious Christians, it was re-

! Later on his venerated relics were transported to Rome and placed
in the Vatican Church, under the altar erected in his honor. As the day
of his death is that on which is celebrated the feast of the Exaltation of
th> Cross, the Greeks keep this feast on November 13, and the Latins,
January 27. His wonderful eloquence earned for him the surname of
Chrysostom, or Golden Mouth, and his excellent writings the title of
Doctor of the Church.—Eb.
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vealed to them that, on the day following, they would
be arrested for the faith ; they therefore made an offer-
ing of their lives to Jesus Christ, and placed halters
about their necks in order to signify to the soldiers that
they were ready to undergo martyrdom.

On the following morning, Palemon, the guardian of
the temple, came with a troop of soldiers, and said to
them: “Are ye aware of the orders of the emperor, that
ye are all to sacrifice to the gods of the empire?”
Pionius answered : “That which we know is the order
of God—which is, not to sacrifice to any but himself, the
sovereign Lord of all.” Upon this reply they were all
arrested and led into a great square, where St. Pionius,
turning to the enemies of the faith, said that they were
vainly rejoicing on account of the apostasy of some few
bad Christians, and protested that no species of torture
would ever compel him to adore those whom they im-
piously called gods.

Palemon said to him: “ And why wilt thou, Pionius,
regardless of life, deprive thyself of the beauteous light
of the day which thou enjovest?” The saint replied:
“This light is beauteous, but there is another light more
glorious, and a life more estimable, to which Christians
aspire.” The people called upon him to sacrifice, but he
answered : “Our resolve is to persevere in the faith.”

The people desired that the saint should speak in the
theatre, in order that they might all hear him conve-
niently, but some told Palemon that if he gave him lib-
erty to speak, a tumult might follow ; he therefore said
to Pionius: “If thou wilt not sacrifice, come with us at
least to the temple.” The saint said: *Our entrance
into your temple cannot benefit your gods.” *Then,”
said Palemon, “ thou wilt not be persuaded?’ Pionius
replied: “ Would to God I could persuade ye all to be-
come Christians.” Some of the idolaters exclaimed:
“Thou canst never induce us to that; we would rather
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be burned alive.”” The saint rejoined: “ But it will be
worse for you to burn eternally after death.”

Palemon, who was anxious to save the life of Pionius,
ceased not to importune him; but the saint resolutely
answered: “Thou hast orders to persuade or to punish
me; thou canst not persuade, therefore punish.” Here-
upon Palemon, being enraged, asked: “But why wilt
thou not sacrifice?” Pionius: “Because I am a Chris-
tian.” Palemon: “What is the God whom thou ador-
est ?” Pionius: “I adore the Almighty God, who, having
made all things, created us also, as I have learned from
Jesus Christ.” Palemon: *“Sacrifice to the emperor at
least.” Pionius: “ I shall never sacrifice to a man.”

The judge then judicially inquired his name, and to
what church he belonged. The saint replied: “I am a
Christian, and belong to the Catholic Church.” His
companions gave the same answer, and they were all
sent to prison. On thie road thither, some of the idola-
ters observed that many Christians had sacrificed. The
saint answered: “Iach one is master of his own will :
my name is Pionius.” By this he meant to encourage
the others to imitate his example, and remain constant
in the faith.

When they came to the prison, many Christians offered
them refreshments, but Pionius said: “1 have not time
to think of anything but the martyrdom which awaits
me.” The guards, seeing so many Christians coming to
visit the saint, brought him and his companions to a
more remote and obscure place, for which they gave
thanks to God, as their more solitary confinement en-
abled them to commune more freely with God. Not-
withstanding the change, however, many Christians, who
had abandoned the faith on account of the violence of
the torments, came to Pionius, who wept over their fall,
and exhorted them to do penance, and hope for pardon,
through the mercy of Jesus Christ
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Palemon then arrived with a troop of soldiers, and
orders from the proconsul to take the confessors to
Ephesus. The saint desired to see the order, but the
commanding officer put a halter round his neck, and
dragged him so violently as almost to suffocate him.
He was thus led to the square; and when the martyrs
arrived at the temple, they cast themselves on the
ground in order not to enter, but the soldiers dragged
them in, and placed them erect before the impious altar.
They there met Eudamon, the unhappy Bishop of
Smyrna, who had miserably sacrificed to the gods, and
the idolaters vainly hoped that they might be moved by
his example to prevaricate also. One of the idolaters
wished to place on the head of St. Pionius a crown which
had been worn by one of the apostates, but the saint
broke it in pieces, and cast it from him. Not knowing
what to do to pervert the confessors, they brought them
back to prison, and while Pionius was entering, one of
the soldiers smote him on the head. The saint bore it
with patience, but God chastised his assailant by caus-
ing not only his hand but his side to become swollen
and inflamed, so that he could not breathe.

After some days, the proconsul arrived at Smyrna,
and having summoned Pionius, asked him to what sect
he belonged. The saint replied: “I am a priest of the
Catholic Church.” The proconsul rejoined : “ Then art
thou a doctor and a professor of folly.” Pionius: “No,
but of piety.” Proconsul: “And of what piety?” Pio-
nius : “ Of that piety which has for its object the God
who made heaven and earth.” The proconsul then
commanded him to sacrifice, but the saint replied : “I
have learned to adore one onlyliving God.” The tyrant
then ordered him to be tortured, during which having
in vain importuned him to sacrifice, he finally condemned
him to be burned.

In proceeding to the place of execution, St. Pionius
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walked quickly and with joyous countenance; having
arrived at-the place, he undressed without assistance,
and offered himself to be nailed to the stake, after which
the pagans exclaimed: “ Repent, O Pionius; promise
to obey, and thou shalt be saved.” But he replied: “I
have not felt the pain of the nails; I desire to die, that
the people may know that death shall be followed by
resurrection.”” The pile having been fired, the saint
closed his eyes, so that the spectators thought he was
already dead, but he was only praying ; he opened his
eyes, and having concluded the prayer with the usual
“Amen,” placidly gave up the ghost, saying: “Lord
Jesus, receive my soul.”

The end of his companicns is not upon record, but it
is piously believed that they also received the crown of
martyrdom.

CHAPTER XXVI.
ST. ADALBERT, BISHOP OF PRAGUE.
April 23,

St. ADALBERT was born in Bohemia, of noble parent-
age, about the middle of the tenth century. His father,
a Slavonian, sent him to study at Magdeburg, under the
care of the Archbishop Adalbert ;' who placed him in a
school, under the direction of a holy monk, named

! This prelate, charmed with the happy disposition of his pupil, con-
ceived for him the tenderness of a father, and gave him his name in ad-
mitting him to the sacrament of confirmation. Young Adalbert was a
child of the Blessed Virgin. Being yet an infant, he was attacked by a
violent illness that reduced him to extremity. His parents then carried
him to the church, and placed him on St. Mary’s altar, and promised to
consecrate him to the service of God if he should recover his health.
Their prayers were heard. (See Alban Butler and Giry.)—ED.

10
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Odericus, where the pupils, by serious attention to their
studies, and most exemplary morals, edified one an-
other.

Adalbert, having remained nine years in this school,
made considerable progress in human sciences, but still
more in the science of the saints; for whatever time
was allowed for recreation, he spent in holy prayer, in
relieving the poor, and visiting the sick. Having made
a copious collection of books, consisting chiefly of the
writings of the Fathers and Doctors of the Church, he
returned to Bohemia, and entered the ecclesiastical state
at Prague. Diethmar, bishop of that city, was greatly
enamoured of his virtue, and ordained him subdeacon
shortly before his death.

An assembly was held to propose a successor, at which
the prince of Bohemia and other grandees were present,
and, by unanimous consent, Adalbert was chosen. Not-
withstanding all his reluctance, and his pleas of unwor-
thiness and youth, he was obliged to accept the oner-
ous charge ; and the election having met the approval
of the emperor, our saint received the episcopal conse-
cration at the hands of Villegisus, Archbishop of May-
ence. He immediately proceeded to Prague, to take
possession of his see, and was received amid the accla-
mations of the people. Tn assuming the government of
his Church, his extraordinary piety became manifest ;
for on all festivals he distributed abundant alms, and
supported twelve poor persons continually. He slept
upon the bare floor, or upon sack-cloth, and passed a
considerable part of the night in prayer. His continunal
preaching, and frequent visits to the sick and those in
prison, manifested how totally he was devoted to the
glory of God and the welfare of his flock.

But they treated his admonitions with an obstinacy
surpassing the enthusiasm with which they had at first
hailed his arrival ; and Adalbert accordingly resolved to
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leave them, having first consulted, and obtained permis-
sion from Pope John XV. Iis first intention was to
make a pilgrimage on foot to the Holy Land ; but on
his arrival at Mount Cassino, the Abbot and some of the
monks induced him to remain with them for some time,
until it became known who he was ; whereupon the holy
bishop proceeded to Rome, and, by the advice of the
Pope, received the religious habit in the monastery of
St. Alexis, in the year goo. Here he lived in tranquillity
for three years and a half, until the Duke of Bohemia,
moved by the wretched state of the Church at Prague,
induced the Pope to send him back.

Upon his return, the most ample promises of obedi-
ence were made, but never fulfilled. So the saint again
abandoned his rebellious flock, and went to preach the
Gospel to the idolaters of Hungary. His success here,
however, was not proportionate to his zeal;' and the
Boliemians continuing as obstinate as ever, he again re-
turned to his monastery at Rome.

He was obliged by the Pope to repair a second time
to Prague. The saint set out in obedience to this com-
mand ; but being informed that his ungrateful flock had
shown their implacable hatred of him by murdering his

! Geysa, or Giesa the Fourth, Duke of Hungary, had been converted
to the Christian faith, and baptized, together with his entire family.
Shortly after his baptism, and just before the arrival of our saint, he
was informed in a vision that a heavenly messenger would arrive in his
dominions. St. Adalbert was therefore kindly received at his court; and
we are informed by Fleury (/ist., tom. 12, liv. 58, naen. vii.) that his
preaching was followed by the conversion of many, and the erection
of churches in various places. Geysa had contemplated the establish-
ment of bishoprics throughout his dominions, but was told, in the vision
already mentioned, that his hands had been stained with human biood,
and that God had reserved the accomplishment of this great work for
his son. This promise was amply fulfilled in the per on of St. Stephen,
first king of Hungary, who seems to have been born about the time of
St. Adalbert’s arrival, and was baptized by him. —Eb.
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brothers, he requested the Duke of Poland to ascertain
whether they were willing to receive him. The Bohe-
mians replied : “ Adalbert is a saint,and we are sinners ;
so it is impossible to expect that we can live quietly to-
gether.” The saint took this as a sufficient exoneration
from the solicitude of his Church, and went to under-
take the conversion of the pagans who were then in
Prussia. .

After he had suffered many hardships on this mission,
the idolaters one day assembled in great numbers, and
demanded of him why he had entered their coun-
try. The saint replied that he had come for their sal-
vation, and exhorted them to abandon the worship of
idols, and to adore the true God. But the barbarians
were displeased at his words, and Siggo, the priest of the
idols, ran him through the breast with his lance, where-
upon the others rushed upon him also, while the saint,
raising his hands to heaven, prayed to the Lord for
their conversion. The inhuman wretches placed his
head upon a pole,and bore it away amid shouts of exul-
tation. His martyrdom happened on the 23d April, of
the year 997, and the Lord honored him by many subse-
quent miracles.

CHAPTER XXVIL
SS. JAMES, DEACON; MARIANUS, LECTOR; AND COMPANIONS.
April 30.

St. JaMes was a deacon, and St. Marianus a lector,
but it is not known for what Church they were ordained,
nor is the place of their birth upon record. During the
persecution of Valerian, they were travelling towards
Numidia, and stopped at a certain village called Mugu-
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as, some distance from the city of Cirtha'. The perse-
cution was raging violently in the province, and the
prefect bore such a mortal hatred towards the Chris-
tians, that he recalled those who had been banished dur-
ing former persecutions, to stand a new trial.  This
circumstance induced the saints to remain, as they ex-
pected to receive there the crown of martyrdom, which
they so ardently desired.

Meanwhile, two holy bishops, Agapius and Secondi-
nus,” who had been banished for the faith, were passing
through Muguas, having been summoned by the prefect
for a second trial. James and Marianus felt a still
stronger desire of martyrdom, from the example of
these two holy prelates, which was satisfied two days
afterwards, when they were arrested and brought to
Cithra. Some good Christians secing them in chains,
envied their blessed lot, and encouraged them to remain
constant. The idolaters perceiving this, asked them
whether they were Christians, and having beenanswered

_in the affirmative, these also were arrested, aud obtained
the crown of martyrdom, even before our saints.

James and Marianus being presented before the mag-
istrates of Cirtha, were interrogated concerning their
faith. James boldly acknowledged that he was not only
a Christian, but a deacon; although he knew that, in the
latter case, capital punishment was inevitable. Mari-
anus was cruelly tortured, being hung up, not by the
hands, which was the usual method, but by the thumbs,
which was far more painful, weights being also attached
to his feet, so that his bones were dislocated, and bhis
bowels convulsed; but the holy martyr, having suffered
all with wonderful constancy, was sent with James and
the others to prison.

1 Or Cirta, at present Constantine, in Algiers. The province of Con-
stantine is ancient Numidia, of which Cirta was the capital.—ED.
? Inscribed in the martyrology under date of April 29.
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Here Marianus was consoled with a vision which he
related as follows:" “I saw a great tribunal and a judge
seated thereon; there was a platform on which many
confessors were placed, whom the judge successively
condemned to death. Methought I was mounting the
platform, and saw, near the judge, St. Cyprian, who
stretched forth his hand, asit were helping me to ascend.
He said to me with a smile: ‘Come thou and sit with
me.” The judge arose and came with us to the pree-
torium. We passed through a beautiful meadow, sur-
rounded with high trees, in the midst of which was a
limpid fountain; the judge disappeared, and St. Cyprian
taking a bowl, drank of the water, which I also drank
with pleasure.” James hearing this narration, related a
vision by which he also had been given to understand
that he would obtain the crown of martyrdom.

The saints were then brought belore the magistrates,
and by them sent to the governor of the province, in
company with some other Christians; they found the
governor still sitting in judgment on others of the faith-
ful, many of whom he condemned to death; amongst
them was Agapius, who immediately after his death
appeared in a vision to James, and said to him: “Be ye
of good courage, for to-morrow yve shall be with us.” So
it happened; for on the following day the governor pro-

1St. Peter Damian (Zom. /7. in fine) explains this vision to us.
The judge is evidently our Lord himself, who makes his faithful ascend
by degrees to the perfection that he requires of them; then he sends
them to martyrdom by giving them the strength to triumph, although he
seems to disappear at the moment of the combat. St. Cyprian, who
comes to the assistance of Marianus, was Bishop of Carthage, a neigh-
boring city in Numidia, and had been martyred only a short time before,
in 258; this makes us believe that our two saints belonged to his church.
The meadow represents this world through which we are only passing.
The high trees are the saints who look down upon us and protect us.
The bowl out of which St. Cyprian was the first to drink is the chalice
of the passion or martyrdom: ‘ He shall drink of the torrent in the
way "—UDv torrente in via bibet (Ps. cix. 7).”—Eb.
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nounced sentence of death upon James, Marianus, and
the others.

The place selected for the execution was a valley,
through which ran a river, with a ridge of hills on both
sides. As the number of the condemned was great, the
martyrs were placed inrows on the bank of the river, in
order that the executioner might pass from one to the
other, cutting off their heads, after which the bodies
were thrown into the stream, that the spectators might
not be disgusted at the sight of so much carnage,
While the martyrs, with their eyes bound, awaited the
stroke of death, they spoke of the visions by which God
was manifesting to them the certainty of their reward.
St. Marianus in particular foretold the vengeance which
was being prepared by God for those who were shedding
the blood of the guiltless.’

When the saints had terminated their struggle, the
mother of Marianus was transported with joy at finding
herself the mother of a martyr. She is panegyrized by
St. Augustine,” and by the author of the Acts of those
martyrs, who had been a sharer of their prison, and an
eye-witness of their martyrdom, which took place in the
year 259, under the Emperor Valerian,

!'The fulfilment of this was not long delayed, for in this very year, or
the one following, Valerian's affairs in the East became so desperate that
he had to proceed thither in person, and even offered to purchase an
inglorious peace from Sapor the First, King of the Persians. This mon-
arch refused to treat with his ambassadors, and requested a personal
interview, at which he treacherously seized Valerian, and retained him
till his death in captivity, during which he suffered every species of
indignity. Fleury relates that he used to have his wretched captive led
forth, when he was going to ride, that he might mount his horse by
placing his foot on his neck; and that he finally caused him to be flayed
alive, and his skin having been dried and dyed red, to be hung up in
one of the temples. This and many other calamities which befell the
empire were regarded by the Christians as so many instances of divine
wrath.—ED.

2 Serm. 234, £. B.
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CHAPTER XXVIIL
ST, LUCY, VIRGIN.
December 13.

St. Lucy was descended of a noble family of Syracuse,
which was then regarded as the principal city of Sicily.
She lost her father in her infancy; but Eutychia, her
mother, took care to eduncate her properly, and to
instruct her well in the doctrines of our holy faith.
When our saint arrived at a proper age, her mother
began to think of giving her in marriage, but Lucy, who
had consecrated her virginity to Jesus Christ, awaited
only a favorable opportunity to reveal her resolution to
her mother.

This opportunity soon presented itself. Eutychia was
afflicted for many years with a flux of blood, without
being able to find any effectual remedy. St. Lucy,
therefore, persuaded her to repair to the tomb of St.
Agatha, martyred a half centnry before in Catania,
where the ILord was pleased to work many miracles,
and there to implore her cure. When they arrived at
Catania, they prostrated themselves in prayer before
the sepulchre of St. Agatha, where Lucy, perhaps from
fatigue of the journey, was overpowered with sleep.
The blessed martyr appeared to her, and as we read in
the Roman Breviary, said: “Lucy ! why dost thou de-
mand through my intercession that whicl, by thy faith,
thou canst thyself obtain for thy mother?” She then as-
sured Lucy that God would work the desired cure, and
that, for having preserved her virginity inviolate, God
would reward her in Syracuse with the same glory she
herself had received in Catania.
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Lucy, animated by this vision, was the more confirmed
in her resolution of remaining always consecrated to
Jesus Christ, and told her mother to speak to her no
more of marriage, but to distribute her fortune among
the poor. LEutychia answered, that at her death she
would bequeath all tc her, and that she might do with
it as she pleased; but Lucy replied, that gratitude for
her miraculous care ought to induce her willingly to
deprive herself during life of that which, at her death,
she should necessarily leave behind her.

The mother consented, and when they returned to
Syracuse, they commenced to sell their property, and
to distribute the proceeds among the poor.  Lucy’s
suitor perceiving this, complained to Eutychia; but he
found that his representations were totally ineffectual,
and, in his rage, accused her before the governor, Pas-
chasius, as being a Christian, contrary to the edicts of
Diocletian and Maximian. The saint was accordingly
arrested and brought before the governor, who endeav-
ored to persuade her to sacrifice to the idols; but Lucy
replied, that the sacrifice most agreeable to God was the
relief of the poor, in which she was actually engaged
and that she was prepared to sacrifice even her life.

Paschasius replied, that she ought to obey the em-
peror, as he did; but the saint answered: *“Day and
night T meditate upon the divine law; and if thou art
anxious to please the emperor, I am anxious to please
my God; therefore it is that I have consecrated to him
my virginity.” Paschasius in his rage told her that she
was impurity itself. The saint replied: *No, thou art
impurity, since thou dost endeavor to corrupt Christian
souls, alienating them from God, to serve the devil,—
wrongly preferring, as thou dost, the goods of this world
to those of heaven.” Paschasius: * Torments shall
stop thy mouth.” Tucy: *“Words shall never be want-
ing to the servants of God, since the Lord hath promised
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that the Holy Ghost shall speak through them.”' Pas-
chasius: “Then the Holy Ghost is within thee?” Lucy:
“ St. Paul hath said, that those who live chastely and
piously are the temples of the Holy Ghost.” * “ Since
this is the case,” said the tyrant, “I will cause thee to be
brought to an infamous place, in order that the Holy
Ghost may leave thee.” The saint replied: “ The body
receiveth no stain when the will is averse to sin; on the
contrary, the violence you meditate would double my
crown.”

The governor then threatened the most horrid tor-
tures, in case she continued obstinate. The saint
intrepidly exclaimed: * Behold my body ready to suffer
every torture ! why dost thou delay ? Begin the execu-
tion of that to which the devil, thy father, prompts
thee.” Paschasius, maddened with rage, ordered that
she should instantly be brought to the place of infamy,
in order that she might first lose the honor of virginity,
and then be deprived of life.

The guards endeavored to execute this command, but
found that God had rendered her so immovable, that all
their exertions were insufficient to drag her from the
spot. Paschasius in astonishment exclaimed: *What
incantation is this?” The saint replied: “ Thisis not an
incantation, but the power of God. Why dost thou
fatigue thyself ?  Dost thou not manifestly perceive that
I am the temple of the Lord ?”

Paschasius, more confused and infuriated than ever,
ordered a great fire to be kindled round the saint that
she might be burned; but Lucy, nothing daunted, said
to the tyrant: “1 will pray to the Lord Jesus that the
fire may not injure me, in order that the faithful may
witness the divine power, and that the infidels may be
confused.” The friends of Paschasius, unwilling that

' Matt. x. 20. ‘1 Cor. v. 16-vi. 19,
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the people should witness any further miracle, advised
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